Week of December 28, 2019
Match of the Week: Daniel Bryan vs. The Miz vs. King Corbin: Universal Championship No. 1 Contender's Triple Threat Match - SmackDown, December 27
There was no reason for this match to get underway on two separate occasions and be interrupted almost immediately, but the third time was certainly the charm. King Corbin was taken out of the equation halfway through by Roman Reigns and the pace picked up when it came down to Daniel Bryan and The Miz. They've always had strong chemistry together, so I'm not surprised they delivered. Bryan winning was the way to go as it sets up him and Bray Wyatt in a rematch for the Universal Championship at the Royal Rumble pay-per-view, which I can not wait for.
Superstar of the Week: Lacey Evans
I never thought Lacey Evans would be as compelling as a babyface as she was as a heel, but I'm happy to have been proven wrong. To her credit, she has gotten over with the audience in her new role in recent weeks and came off as incredibly likable during her appearance on Moment of Bliss on SmackDown. She's playing the defensive mother, so it's hard to not root for her. Granted, she didn't win the tag team match that followed, but I thought she looked good in defeat and is primed to contend for Bayley's SmackDown Women's Championship sometime soon.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, December 25
Who knew that a taped show airing on Christmas would end up being the best of the week? Although NXT didn't offer anything out of the ordinary on Wednesday night (aside from an NXT North American Championship match), the in-ring action was entertaining and I liked how they switched back and forth between venues. The matches taped at Full Sail University were fun and it was cool to see the talent get a chance to shine in front of the fans at the Barclays Center. The announcement that we'll be getting Undisputed Era vs. Imperium at Worlds Collide was the icing on the (fruit) cake.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Rey Mysterio vs. Seth Rollins: While this wasn't the instant classic I know these guys are capable of (they were obviously holding back), I still enjoyed it while it lasted. The non-finish could be seen coming from a mile away, but the real reason I put this in the "Highlights" column is because of what happened afterward. After Rollins and AOP laid waste to Mysterio, they shifted their focus to Samoa Joe, who has been serving as a commentator on Raw in recent weeks. Joe stood up to AOP and was put through a table moments later. If this is leading to a badass babyface run for the Samoan submission machine, I am all for it.
· The O.C. vs. Randy Orton and The Viking Raiders: I wouldn't go so far as to call this a barn burner, but it's an easy "Highlight" from Raw because it was one of the few competitive matches that took place on the show (not to mention how it was a vast improvement over Orton vs. AJ Styles from last week). The O.C. and Viking Raiders furthered their feud and Styles finally picked up an important victory by pinning Orton. Perhaps they're building to a rematch on Raw ahead of the Royal Rumble next month.
· Becky Lynch promo: Lynch has been among the best parts of Raw in 2019 and I'm positive that will continue well into the new year. She discussed how she has yet to avenge her loss to Asuka from the Rumble earlier this year and how she won't feel fulfilled until she does. Asuka's rebuttal was short, sweet and straight to the point. No exact date was given as to when they'll face off again for the Raw Women's Championship, but I assume WWE will hold off on booking the bout until the Rumble (as they should).
· The New Day and Braun Strowman vs. Shinsuke Nakamura, Cesaro and Sami Zayn: This was another one of those multi-man tag team matches that didn't light the world on fire but was entertaining enough that it stood out among everything else on SmackDown. I'm shocked it took this long for Zayn to get back in the ring, but better late than never. Strowman pinning Nakamura should set him up for a shot at the Intercontinental Championship in the near future.
· Roderick Strong vs. Austin Theory: What an awesome NXT TV debut for Theory. He wasn't incredibly well-known before signing with WWE, but I can promise you that his stock is about to skyrocket. The 22-year-old has future star written all over him. That much should have been evident based off his performance against Strong on NXT this week. I never truly brought into the possibility of him capturing the NXT North American Championship (due to it being a taped show), but he gave it an outstanding effort and won over the audience by the end. He came close and should hopefully become a regular on NXT TV coming out of this. The former EVOLVE Champion has plenty to offer and is already off to a strong start on the black-and-gold brand.
· Andrade wins the United States Championship: Well, this was a pleasant surprise. The title change took place at a Madison Square Garden house show the night after Christmas and came completely out of nowhere, but I like it. WWE was teasing tension between Andrade and Zelina Vega up until recently, so I'm not sure where that was headed before this happened.
This Week's Low Points
· Too many squash matches: I feel like I've been one of the few people who has defended the return of squash matches on Raw. That's how you build up talent properly: by having them win matches with ease over enhancement talent who can absorb the loss. I'd argue it's worked recently for guys like Aleister Black and Buddy Murphy, but there were way too many of them on this week's Raw. Almost every match on the show was a squash, causing it to get old after a while. It didn't help that the episode was taped the same night as last week's and the crowd was already drained. I don't blame them for sitting on their hands for this stuff.
· Bobby Lashley vs. Cedric Alexander: This was one of the only matches on Monday's Raw that wasn't over in a matter of minutes. Although it was a fun, fast-paced encounter, it's in the "Low Points" column because of what it meant for both guys. Firstly, Alexander has quickly reverted back to being a stepping stone on the roster after a short-lived push that went nowhere. As for Lashley, I have no problem with him building momentum, but this was largely designed to kill time ahead of his wedding with Lana next week.
· 24/7 Championship silliness: It's rare I bring up the 24/7 title here anymore, but the crap with the championship has overstayed its welcome. To their credit, I didn't hate what they did with R-Truth, Akira Tozawa and the dude dressed up as Santa in the streets of New York City on Monday, but nothing will be better than what Truth and Drake Maverick were doing with the belt earlier this year. Honestly, there are weeks where I forget the title is a thing, and then there are weeks where I question why it's still a thing. This was one of those weeks.
· Multiple restarts on SmackDown: I beg anyone to make sense of what WWE did with Daniel Bryan, The Miz and King Corbin on Friday night. Their match was supposed to kick off the show, but Roman Reigns going after Corbin before the bell prevented that from happening. Bryan and Miz then faced off, but it was cut short. The three of them met once more in the main event, but in predictable fashion, Reigns again attacked Corbin. This can't be considered anything but a giant waste of time.
· Carmella vs. Mandy Rose: All right, I'm confused as to what they're going for with Rose, Sonya Deville and Carmella. Apparently Deville was upset that Rose (due to being too busy with Otis) didn't accompany her to the ring last week and left her hanging high and dry this week as retaliation. This was marginally better than Carmella vs. Deville but not by much at all. Fire and Desire have done nothing of note in 2019, so perhaps a split is for the best. My issue is that I'm not sure whether we're supposed to be cheering or booing Rose. She comes across as genuine while talking to Otis backstage, but she acted heelish during her match with Carmella. On the bright side, the ongoing angle with Rose and Otis is the most entertaining story on SmackDown right now.
· Isiah "Swerve" Scott vs. Gentleman Jack Gallagher: I'm merely nitpicking here, but I wasn't a fan of this match at all. I was actually in attendance to see it live last week at the SmackDown taping and was bored out of my mind while watching it. This is not the kind of matchup they should be having. All the rest holds killed it for me, even though it was technically sound.
