Week of April 13, 2019
Match of the Week: Daniel Bryan vs. Kofi Kingston: WWE Championship Match - WrestleMania 35, April 7
There were a lot of quality matches at WrestleMania 35, but the WWE Championship clash between Daniel Bryan and Kofi Kingston was far and away the biggest highlight of the night for me. This had all the makings of a masterpiece. They told a sensational story with Kingston having to overcome the odds, and although Bryan hit him with everything in his arsenal, it wasn't enough to keep Kingston down for the count. Kingston ultimately emerged victorious as the new WWE Champion in one of the greatest feel-good moments in 'Mania history. KofiMania is running wild!
Superstar of the Week: Kofi Kingston
If you told me even a few months ago that Kofi Kingston would be contending for (let alone winning) the WWE Championship at WrestleMania 35, I would have called you crazy. Sure enough, Kingston's chase for the championship was one of the best-told stories heading into the event. He had everyone in the crowd behind him when he pinned Daniel Bryan for the WWE title, but that was only the beginning. He went on to successfully team with Seth Rollins on Raw before he and The New Day defeated Drew McIntyre and The Bar on SmackDown Live. Congrats, Kofi!
Show of the Week: WWE WrestleMania 35, April 7
Needless to say, this should be a slam dunk, as Friday's extraordinary NXT TakeOver: New York event kicked off WrestleMania 35 weekend in a major way. Every TakeOver up to this point has ranged from good to great to amazing, but the latest installment was on an entirely different level. All five matches were special in their own way and were nothing short of spectacular. The women had a fun Fatal 4-Way, Pete Dunne and WALTER went to war, the tag team title opener was outstanding, Velveteen Dream and Matt Riddle killed it, and the main event was the best bout in the history of the black-and-gold brand.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ronda Rousey vs. Charlotte Flair vs. Becky Lynch: This was a great match on the whole that featured plenty of nearfalls, awesome drama and a strong layout. This has been among the most anticipated matches in WWE in some time, and by and large, they lived up to the hype. It didn't help that the match started around midnight (the crowd was obviously exhausted by that point), but they were still able to keep the fans in attendance engaged throughout. My biggest criticism of this contest was the abrupt finish. Who knows if it went as planned or not, but it left something to be desired.
· Brock Lesnar vs. Seth Rollins: Okay, so this was less of a match and more of an extended angle, but this played out perfectly, regardless. Having it kick off WrestleMania 35 was one of the smartest things WWE could have done. The crowd was hot for it from the get-go and Lesnar's pre-match beatdown on Rollins planted the seeds of doubt that Rollins might actually lose. Despite that, Rollins reigned supreme after connecting with the Stomp three times. At long last, we have an active world champion on the Raw roster again!
· The Revival vs. Zack Ryder and Curt Hawkins: I wasn't a fan of how this was thrown on the WrestleMania card at the last minute without any prior hype, but it was a well-wrestled affair and the crowd rallying behind the babyfaces was cool to see. With the win, Hawkins' historic 269 match losing streak is finally over, and now he's one-half of the Raw Tag Team Champions with Ryder. It won't get much better than that for them. I also appreciated how they were able to retain the titles on the next night's Raw. I assume this means The Revival are SmackDown Live bound.
· The Undertaker returns: Well, this was unexpected. When Undertaker failed to appear at WrestleMania (marking the first time he's missed the Show of Shows since 2000), I figured that was it for The Deadman over WrestleMania weekend. I had no clue a return on Raw was in the cards, so when his music hit on Monday night, the crowd exploded. It doesn't matter if this will lead anywhere; it was terrific for what it was.
· Lars Sullivan debuts: As the story goes, Sullivan was set to make his WWE debut at the onset of 2019 with the rest of that batch of NXT call-ups before an unforeseen anxiety attack prevented him from appearing on an episode of Raw. WWE saw fit to scrap his rumored rivalry with John Cena all together and hold off on bringing up to Raw or SmackDown until after WrestleMania, which was the right call. He made more an impact in front of a crowd who was familiar with him from his NXT days and laid out WWE Hall of Famer Kurt Angle. As if that wasn't enough, he surfaced on SmackDown to ambush the new SmackDown Tag Team Champions The Hardy Boyz. As long as he and Braun Strowman are separated in the Superstar Shake-up, I'm content.
· Sami Zayn: The former NXT Champion was expected to be back any day now, and while I enjoyed his Intercontinental Championship clash with Finn Balor, his post-match promo was what really got people talking. I'm all for this new gimmick for him, especially since it seems to be an extension of his actual self.
· Tony Nese vs. Buddy Murphy: I liked the match these two had on the WrestleMania Kickoff show, but the rematch on Tuesday's 205 Live was even better. They ended WrestleMania weekend on a high note (both literally and figuratively) with their exciting encounter and I'm looking forward to seeing where both guys go from here.
· The Usos vs. The Hardy Boyz: This is what we should have gotten at WrestleMania, but at least we got it at all. They've never worked together before, yet they had exceptional chemistry here and had a fun match. The Hardy Boyz capturing the twin titles definitely surprised me, but I'm in favor of the move. This should pave the way for The Usos to switch shows next week.
This Week's Low Points
· Kurt Angle vs. Baron Corbin: I don't know what people expected out of this. We all assumed when it was originally announced for the card (and when it was made clear that it wouldn't be changed) that this would be a dud, and sure enough, it was. Angle's last match ever in WWE really should have received more fanfare and been better than this. Despite my disappointment with how the bout went, I do think having Corbin go over was the right call. Besides, Angle won almost every week heading into the event, and now Corbin can forever say he retired Angle. It does sound wrong when you say it out loud, but that was always the endgame.
· The Boss 'n' Hug Connection vs. The IIconics vs. Natalya and Beth Phoenix vs. Nia Jax and Tamina: I don't think WrestleMania 35 had too many matches that I would constitute as being "bad," but this was one of them. Good grief, this was total throwaway. I'm happy I took a bathroom break during part of this because it was no good. The match just felt like one giant mess and nothing clicked. Congrats to The IIconics on becoming champs, but I thought it was way too soon to take those titles from Sasha Banks and Bayley.
· Roman Reigns vs. Drew McIntyre: Honestly, I had high hopes for this match. I predicted it would be a hard-hitting affair and for both guys to come out of this looking great, but we didn't get that at all. Rather, this came across like a mediocre main event on Raw. There was no sense of urgency and it just sort of existed. Personally, I was trying to pay attention to the action throughout, but I can't say I blame the crowd for either sitting on their hands or attempting to start the wave. I was surprised, however, that Reigns was booed as loudly as he was. I guess that didn't take long.
· Battle Royals: I realize that the purpose of these Battle Royals is to get as many people on WrestleMania as possible to give them that big payday, but every year they just feel like a waste of time. This year was no different as both Battle Royals dragged and offered nothing of substance until the very end. Braun Strowman winning the men's was logical, while Carmella's victory came completely out of nowhere.
· Seth Rollins and Kofi Kingston vs. The Bar: Boy, WWE really screwed themselves here. Needless to say, Rollins vs. Kingston for both the WWE and Universal Championships was not going to have a clean finish, which is why nobody truly bought into the nearfalls. Thus, it became a question of who would interfere. I'm sure I wasn't the only one hoping for a returning star or someone new, but instead, it was The Bar who crashed the contest and caused this to be turned into a tag team match. It was simply business as usual, so I fully endorsed the crowd trying to hijack the show with their chants. WWE should have seen that one coming. Of all weeks to do that, they just had to go with the night after WrestleMania, an episode that is known for its major shockers.
· Bobby Lashley vs. Dean Ambrose: WWE advertised this as Ambrose's final match in the company, but it never came to be due to Lashley putting Ambrose through the commentators' table, so does that mean he isn't leaving after all? Seriously, though, what a weird angle. I'd chalk this up to being a missed opportunity.
· Shane McMahon promo: Shane said at the start of his segment that The Miz wasn't in the building, but most people probably thought he'd show up, anyway. Sadly, that was not the case. Shane's been doing a hell of a job as a heel lately, but having him cut a long promo on the post-WrestleMania SmackDown Live was a poor choice.
· The New Day vs. The Bar and Drew McIntyre: If nothing else, at least we knew ahead of time that this is what we were getting, but that didn't make it any less underwhelming. The whole match was rushed as a result of happening so late in the show, McIntyre served no purpose here, and we still have no idea what's next for Kingston and who his first official challenger will be.
