Week of April 15, 2017
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Baron Corbin vs. Sami Zayn - SmackDown Live, April 11
When was the last time a No. 1 Contender's match for the United States Championship was positioned as such a big deal? Then again, when was the last time we had a No. 1 Contender's match for the star-spangled prize at all? Well, the U.S. title took center stage this week with Baron Corbin, Sami Zayn and AJ Styles all wanting a shot a strap on SmackDown Live and thus they collided in a Triple Threat match in the night's main event. Unsurprisingly, the three exceptional athletes worked extraordinarily well together and produced a great match, won by Styles. 

Superstar of the Week: TJ Perkins
TJ Perkins was essentially the crown jewel of the Cruiserweights upon the dawn of the division in September, but he always came across like a heel to me. Thankfully, he finally turned this past week by attacking Austin Aries, only after outsmarting The Greatest Man Who Ever Lived and scoring the surprise victory on Raw. The very next night, he showed off his new aggressive attitude in his match against Jack Gallagher, which ultimately earned him the victory. Immediately afterward, he officially formed an alliance with Cruiserweight Champion Neville. Is it time Perkins reentered the title picture? 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, April 11
Once again, I'm biased with my pick for "Show of the Week" because I was there, but SmackDown Live from Tuesday night barely edged out Monday's Raw. I feel like I'm in the minority that thoroughly enjoyed that episode of Raw on the whole, but SmackDown simply had a better night with several stars arriving on the blue brand and making an impact. Granted, not everything was perfect, but mostly everything served a purpose. Lest we forget about the excellent main event and the terrific tag team title match. Between the two brands, I'd argue SmackDown has the stronger roster. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Superstar Shake-up: The timing could not have been better to rejuvenate the rosters of Raw and SmackDown Live. I originally thought they would wait until the summer again, but it makes more sense to hold a shake-up right after WrestleMania. Overall, the trades between the brands were well done. There were a few that left me scratching my head (including one in particular I'll discuss in the "Low Points" section), but most of the moves were logical. My only complaint is that WWE didn't do anything to explain why certain talents were traded. That felt lazy in my opinion and it's something they can improve upon for next time.
· Braun Strowman attacks Roman Reigns: I saw some hate for this segment online because it looked unrealistic, and while that may be true, this was an amazing angle. WWE obviously realizes the disdain fans have for Reigns at this point, so they did the right thing in having Strowman decimate him as many times as he did because the audience ate it up. More importantly, it helped Strowman regain some of that momentum he lost following his initial defeat to Reigns last month. This definitely injected new life into the rivalry.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Kevin Owens: Yes, these two had no less than a dozen or so matches against each other in 2015/2016, but due to being separated by the Brand Split for nearly a year, this match felt fresh again. As a result of their strong chemistry together, they produced a quality main event on Raw this week. I will say that WWE should have done a better job of hyping this marquee match up considering it was champion vs. champion, especially since we haven't that in quite some time. Owens eating a loss loss against Ambrose was fine because he left for SmackDown.
· The Usos vs. American Alpha: I was hoping we would see American Alpha go to Raw and form some sort of alliance with new general manager Kurt Angle, but no such luck. At any rate, they contested yet another awesome outing with The Usos. It's interesting to note that The Usos were cheered louder than them by the crowd. Alpha desperately need character development, but as wrestlers, they're tremendous and this super fun match was pure proof of that.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Oney Lorcan: Lost in all of the WrestleMania weekend excitement was the announcement that McIntyre had re-signed with WWE and would report to its NXT brand, which is absolutely the best thing for him. He has really reinvented himself since leaving WWE three years ago and he can be a cornerstone of the NXT brand going forward. His first bout back was an example of just how fantastic he is as he and Lorcan pushed each other to their absolute limits. It was a very hard-hitting affair that saw McIntyre score the victory. As a better babyface than a heel, I look forward to him challenging Bobby Roode in the near future.
This Week's Low Points
· The Miz and Maryse: As previously noted, I agreed with almost all of the roster switches with the exception of Miz and Maryse. I'm not saying they won't be successful on Raw, but the chances of Miz winning another world title (which he deserves and has earned after the exceptional year he had in 2016) on Raw are a lot less likely than they would be on SmackDown. He was involved in a comedy bit with Dean Ambrose before being promptly beaten by Sami Zayn in his first night back on Raw. Hopefully that isn't a sign of things to come for him on Monday nights because he can be a real asset toward the top of the card.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Nia Jax: In theory, it made sense to do this match for a few reasons. Firstly, they have teased tension for weeks. Secondly, Charlotte was leaving Raw for SmackDown, so she might as well go up against the one opponent she had never faced in singles competition before. Unfortunately, the match itself was an disaster and Jax has to take all of the blame. To be blunt, she's an atrocious wrestler and shouldn't have been called up to the main roster when she was. She nearly hurt Charlotte at several points in this match.
· Finn Balor vs. Jinder Mahal: Speaking of wrestlers inadvertently hurting other wrestlers, why the hell was Mahal going so hard in his Raw match with Balor? It should have been a simple showcase for Balor with Mahal scoring very little offense. Instead, Mahal knocked out Balor with a forearm and Balor will probably be out of action for upwards of a month, if not longer. I know botches are bound to happen, but Mahal should not have been hitting that hard to begin with, not to mention he's terrible in the ring. Here's wishing Balor a speedy recovery and that he'll be back soon.
· Randy Orton vs. Erick Rowan: It seems WWE announced a House of Horrors match between Bray Wyatt and Orton merely because it sounded cool and not because they had any idea what they would do. Typical. On the bright side, the end of the awful program is near and we won't have to suffer through it much longer. Unfortunately, I'm sure we will be seeing more hocus pocus nonsense from them until Payback, and Rowan is the farthest thing from a threat to Orton.
· Rich Swann vs. Johnny Ocean: This match wasn't a major offense, but I figured I would include it in the "Low Points" section because there wasn't much else in WWE this week that bothered me. As a former WWE Cruiserweight Champion, Swann should not have been dominated as much as he was in this match. Of course, he ended up winning, but the match was a bore otherwise because he was getting beat up by an unknown local athlete. Moreover, the storyline with him, Noam Dar and Alicia Fox has run its course. It wasn't all that entertaining to begin with, but now it's just a waste of time because no one seems to care, nor is anyone involved benefiting from it whatsoever.
