Week of April 18, 2015
Match of the Week: Dolph Ziggler vs. Neville - Raw, April 13
For the second straight week, Neville finds himself involved in the Match of the Week, which shouldn't come as any surprise. Regardless of whether expect him to achieve big things on the main roster or not is irrelevant; you knew he was going to tear it up every week with whoever he'd be up against with and that's exactly what he's been doing the last few weeks. His latest in-ring classic came on Raw against Dolph Ziggler, who issued an open challenge to anyone in the back. Accepting the invitation was none other than Neville, who was looking to prove his worth against the former World Heavyweight Champion. As expected, the two had a great match as only they could. Neville went high risk and wowed his hometown crowd in England while Ziggler sold his offense amazingly. Perhaps the biggest highlight from the bout came when Neville connected with a 450 Splash off the barricade, in perfect form! It was a surreal sight that only the former NXT Champion could execute, and although he was on the losing end, it left me with no doubt that he's here to make an impact. 
Superstar of the Week: Bad News Barrett
It's been nearly a year since I last named Bad News Barrett the Superstar of the Week, and based off his recent booking, it's not difficult to see why. Despite his bright potential as a singles star, he's been made out to look like one of the weakest and least credible competitors on the roster, seemingly taking a loss every single week. Granted, he racked in yet another mark in the L column this past week, but it came after one of his best showings to date against John Cena. No strangers to each other, Cena and Barrett contested a highly competitive match where the United States Championship was up for grabs. Although he was unsuccessful in winning the gold, he came close on multiple occasions. It was only days later on SmackDown that he made quick work of The Miz. Could Barrett become a six-time Intercontinental Champ come Extreme Rules? 
Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, April 13
While I have to admit my blatant bias toward UK crowds due to being part-English, there is no denying that they always make for an amazing atmosphere. That was no exception this past week as WWE traveled across the pond to deliver an all-around awesome edition of Raw on Monday night. Among the highlights was England's own Bad News Barrett contesting a great match with John Cena over the United States Championship while Dolph Ziggler and Neville stole the show with their match a little later in the night. In other memorable moments from the evening, England native Paige won a No. 1 Contender's Battle Royal for the Divas Championship only to be brutally blindsided by Naomi, whose heel turn came as a complete surprise. The on-going dilemma with Randy Orton, Seth Rollins and especially Kane was also well furthered, making for an excellent episode overall. Above all else, there was quite a bit of solid build for Extreme Rules next week, which is shaping up to be a stellar show with everything that's currently advertised. 
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· John Cena vs. Bad News Barrett: I know I discussed this match two times already, but I just can't give it enough praise. Barrett has been so horribly handled since his comeback earlier this year that I've been desperately waiting for him to have a strong showing in the ring so he can prove to officials what they're dropping the ball on, and he had that on Monday night with Cena. Meanwhile, the U.S. Open continues to be a guilty pleasure of mine. I do agree with the masses that Cena can't keep kicking out of finishers every week, but I honestly believe that these matches have only helped boost the prestige of that belt.
· Seth Rollins vs. Kane: Who knew that I'd be putting a Kane match in the "Highlights" column in 2015? It's not that it was a masterpiece in terms of its in-ring action but rather its storytelling. Unlike Big Show, I can tolerate Kane a little bit more with the mask and based off what we saw Monday, that's the direction he's headed in. He's been associated with The Authority for far too long and a split from them could be exactly what he needs to start meaning something again (or at least until he retires).
· Paige and Naomi: The No. 1 Contender's Battle Royal for the Divas Championship was total throwaway, but Paige winning was a genuine surprise. I realized it was her home country of England, but Naomi seemed like the logical choice given that she's already beaten the champ twice before. Moreover, I loved Naomi's heel turn. Yes, we'll need a new top babyface Diva in Paige's absence for the time being, but Naomi was in need of a change in character.
· Fandango: Putting both Kane and Fandango in the "Highlights" column, am I? It must be because of the good mood I'm currently in. In all seriousness, it was cool to see him return to his roots on Raw when he started dancing to his old entrance music, which prompted the England crowd to go nuts. I've always said that Fandango won't be successful until he drops the dancing gimmick and I don't know if this will be as over in the United States, but at least it's something new (or old?) for the guy.
· Sami Zayn vs. Rhyno: To be brutally honest, NXT was pretty sub-par this past week, but the one highlight coming out of it was the main event between Zayn and Rhyno. It wasn't as hot of a match as I would've liked, but they still went in there and had a good match that the crowd came alive for at times. The biggest issue these NXT shows are currently facing are that they occurred at the end of a long series of tapings, so the crowd is noticeably burned out. Hopefully the next set of shows begins to air relatively soon.
This Week's Low Points
· Randy Orton vs. Cesaro and Tyson Kidd: I was really excited for Orton vs. Cesaro when it was initially announced as their past matches were nothing short of great, but was disappointed when the disqualification happened and it became a Handicap match instead. Me being beyond sick of Handicap matches aside, what was the point in beating the WWE Tag Team Champions in a two-on-one scenario? I didn't mind the match as I found it enjoyable and thought the finish was cool, but the idea of it felt unnecessary. Orton surely didn't benefit from it and the tag champs came out of looking weak. It's nothing a win next week won't fix, but it shouldn't have happened to begin with.
· Bray Wyatt vs. R-Truth: Much like everyone else, I'm intrigued to see who will ultimately be revealed as the person who Wyatt has been targeting in his recent promos, but it's more obvious than ever that he's spinning his wheels right now as seen in his squash of Truth on SmackDown. He should feel like an attraction and not be thrown out there just to kill time. Then again, he spent the entire Road to WrestleMania cutting promos and I'm ready for him to start his next program.
· Natayla vs. Alicia Fox vs. Cameron: I appreciated the effort the three ladies put into making this a passable bout, but everything about it was an absolute mess. First, with nothing on the line, I had no reason to care about who should win. Secondly, they're all heels! Who did WWE think the fans would cheer for? Even Natalya has been somewhat a heel lately in her alliance with Cesaro and Kidd. Also, Cameron winning was odd, especially since she's the least talented of the three.
· The New Day vs. Los Matadores: This was another case of a match involving all heels and the crowd having no incentive to cheer anyone involved. Heel or not, Los Matadores are a terrible act and haven't meant anything since they put on the masks. At the very least, it was kept brief, but it felt like a waste of time. As I mentioned last week, it's encouraging that they're finally turning The New Day heel, but this has to lead to them snapping and ditching the insanely stupid gimmick.
· Dana Brooke debut: I know it was only her first match, but first impressions are always the most important and she certainly didn't impress me. She sure knows how to pose, so there's that. The match didn't say much about her in-ring ability, but I fear it was designed that way to protect her from showing her weaknesses. She will very likely not be as skilled in the ring as the current crop of women, but she can be a fine addition to the division if she can improve. In due time, I have faith that she will, but we'll just have to wait and see.
