WEEK OF APRIL 19, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: BATISTA VS. SHEAMUS - SMACKDOWN, APRIL 18
Batista vs. Sheamus was a match that I had been highly anticipating to see since 2010 and it finally came to fruition three weeks ago on SmackDown. While it was a decent match, it didn't live up to my expectations and wasn't as exciting as I thought it would be. However, their rematch this past Friday night was a vast improvement with both competitors being on the top of their game. The action intensified down the stretch with the brawling styles of the two meshing nicely. They also managed to tell a solid story down the stretch. The most pleasantly surprising part about the match was the fact Batista emerged victorious in clean fashion. I realize Batista is the one in a top-tier feud at the moment with The Shield and Sheamus isn't, but it isn't often that The Celtic Warrior is pinned cleanly. The loss didn't damage Sheamus in the slightest, but it was a sign that he is in desperate need of a heel turn. A feud with Daniel Bryan could help reinvigorate his character. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: BAD NEWS BARRETT
Since December, Bad News Barrett had simply been delivering "bad news" from his escalated podium but not competing within the squared circle. It seemed like a complete waste when all this heat he was garnering wasn't being put to good use. However, that all changed the night after WrestleMania when Barrett returned to the ring and re-established himself as a threat to be reckoned with. Barrett has made more an impact in the last week alone than he has in the last four months! On Raw, he defeated Dolph Ziggler in the quarterfinals of the Intercontinental Championship tournament to advance. Barrett then competed on his first match on WWE Main Event in many months, knocking off Sin Cara in one-on-one action. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW, APRIL 14
Nothing will ever come close to topping the perfect episode of Raw that aired the night after WrestleMania 30, but this week's edition tried its best. It wasn't the most exciting episode, sure, but it didn't need to be. Any show will have a tough task following the post-WrestleMania Raw, so it was important to keep in mind while watching. One of the biggest highlights of the night was that it was dedicated to the memory of the late, great Ultimate Warrior with a tribute video kicking off the show on a high note. Throw in the stat of the Intercontinental Championship tournament and the reuniting of Evolution and the show wasn't half-bad even with its flaws. Raw also succeeded in building toward Extreme Rules next month, which is setting up to be a can't-miss show. Raw may not have won the Show of the Week award had every other show this week not been completely forgettable, but it was just one of those weeks, I guess. Regardless, it's an exciting time to be a wrestling fan! 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Ultimate Warrior tribute: What WWE has done to honor the legacy and memory of Warrior in the last week has really been tremendous. The video package that aired for him at the start of this week's Raw was terrific, the small tribute videos that aired throughout the show were nice touches and all the content shown on the WWE Network over the week was phenomenal. WWE did a fantastic job of keeping it classy with Warrior's passing and it makes me happy to see him remembered in a way he deserves.
· Intercontinental Championship tournament: It's been a while since we last had a tournament in WWE and this one feels meaningful. The midcard titles have been disregarded for far too long and this tournament helps set up a worthy contender for the strap at Extreme Rules. All the quarterfinal matches were great and I look forward to seeing the tournament continue on the upcoming episode of Raw. I still say that this should have been reserved for King of the Ring, but I could see why WWE went with this instead.
· Evolution reunites: I know I wasn't the only one who got extremely excited upon hearing the classic Evolution entrance music hit at the end of this week's Raw, but it sure didn't seem that way in the arena. The Alabama crowd had been fine for most of the night, but the fact Evolution's music hardly received a reaction was downright disappointing. Nonetheless, it was a great moment and I'm happy to see Evolution back together again. I have been saying for the last year that The Shield is the best faction since Evolution, and now we have a chance to see them face off at Extreme Rules. Amazing.
· Paige: First off, I'm am totally fine with AJ Lee not receiving a rematch for the Divas Championship immediately. Apparently, she asked for time off, so it's better that they are saving the highly anticipated match between Paige and AJ for a later date. In the meantime, Paige is a breath of fresh air in the Divas division and both her matches this week on Raw and SmackDown were above average. Considering her opponents were Alicia Fox and Aksana make it that much more of an impressive feat.
· Big E vs. Alberto Del Rio: How is it that Big E and Del Rio have had nearly a dozen matches against each other in the last year but have never actually feuded? Their matches are always good, don't get me wrong, but what purpose do they serve? I was glad Big E defeated Del Rio in their latest outing on SmackDown, but I would have been happier had it been via pinfall and not disqualification. What could Del Rio possibly have to lose at this point?
· Adrian Neville vs. Brodus Clay: Contrary to popular belief, I'm a fan of Clay having a run down in NXT to re-establish his character. I don't think he should win the NXT Championship, but being in contention for it will boost his currently low profile. He had a decent enough match with Neville on this week's NXT and while I wasn't a fan of the finish, I have a feeling it's only the start of what will be a lengthy program between the two.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Cody Rhodes and Goldust vs. Curtis Axel and Ryback: I hate to sound like a broken record, but why is so stubborn in pushing Cody and Goldust? They were one of the hottest acts in the company only a few months ago! Their reign as WWE Tag Team Champions was terrific and they've done nothing of note since they dropped the straps. I'd like to believe their loss to Rybaxel was because Rybaxel is being set up for a tag team title shot, but if not, this was pointless.
· Big Show knocks out Damien Sandow: As entertaining as he was on the mic, seeing Show knock out Sandow and then walk away ending the segment made me cringe. Sandow's booking over the last six months has been despicable to say the least, but why? How do they not have anything for him to do at all? It's completely ridiculous and a waste of his tremendous talent.
· Fandango and Layla vs. Santino Marella and Emma: I'm fine with the Fandango and Layla pairing because it gives Layla more television time, writes Summer Rae off for now and allows her to break off on her own, but their feud with Santino and Emma is what bothers me. Feuding with comic relief Santino is one thing, but dragging the talented Emma into this nonsense is stupid. She has no business being involved in this garbage and the never-ending series of matches between Fandango and Santino needs to end as soon as possible.
· Los Matadores vs. 3MB: Speaking of a never-ending series of matches, does WWE really have nothing better to do with either tandem than to put them against each other every single week? What's worse is that we saw them on almost every show this week (Raw, SmackDown, Main Event and Superstars). Seeing them on one show is more than enough, seeing them on four is equivalent to torture. Both 3MB and Los Matadores are total jokes and I'd be content if they were never seen or heard from again.
· El Torito vs. Hornswoggle: I rolled my eyes the moment I saw this match advertised for SmackDown. The only saving grace of this match was that it was built toward at the Hall of Fame ceremony (of all places) and on this week's Main Event, so it was all that random. Aside from that, I just can't find anything good to say about this. The match was basically what one would expect, but the fact it even happened is beyond me. It wouldn't be as bad if the live crowd was receptive toward it, but they weren't and seemed to be dreading it as much as I was watching it at home.
· Oliver Grey vs. Camacho: What a weird way for Grey to re-debut. I haven't been exposed to his work before now and I didn't see enough of him here to really form an opinion on his in-ring work, but he seems to be better than this. Camacho isn't terrible in the ring, but I have no desire of seeing him pushed with the stereotypical gimmick he currently has. Why not take the time to repackage him before bringing him back to television.
