WEEK OF APRIL 20, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: ALBERTO DEL RIO VS. JACK SWAGGER - SMACKDOWN, APRIL 19TH
I didn't enjoy the feud between Alberto Del Rio and Jack Swagger over the World Heavyweight Championship going into WrestleMania 29, as we were never given a real reason to care about either guy. However, having Dolph Ziggler cash in and win the title last week on Raw was the best thing that could have happened to this rivalry, as it puts both Del Rio and Swagger in chase mode. Their initial encounter at 'Mania was good, but their rematch on this week's edition of Friday Night SmackDown proved to be much more entertaining. The near-falls were suspenseful and the two maintained a quick pace throughout the bout. After nearly 17 minutes of exhilarating action, Del Rio rolled the self-proclaimed Real American up for the victory. This helped Del Rio regain lost momentum while making Swagger look strong in defeat. However, only one question remains: Where in the blue hell was Dolph Ziggler? 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: KOFI KINGSTON
Prior to Monday night, Kofi Kingston hadn't won a match on Raw since late 2012. However, after defeating Antonio Cesaro in a non-title match last week on SmackDown, he earned himself a shot at the United States Championship. Displaying an exciting flurry of offense against the Swiss sensation, Kingston did everything in his power to put Cesaro away. Following a Trouble in Paradise to the skull of Cesaro, Kingston scored three count and his second U.S. title. Four days later on SmackDown, Kingston battled Intercontinental Champion Wade Barrett in a Champion vs. Champion match in a successful effort. While I'm a fan of Kingston holding yet another mid-card title, I assume it's only setting up a feud with Fandango for the star-spangled prize. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: FRIDAY NIGHT SMACKDOWN, APRIL 19
Despite the extremely entertaining edition of Monday Night Raw the night after WrestleMania 29, the flagship show wasn't able to carry over the strong momentum into this week's show. Although the final half-hour of the program featuring strong segments involving the likes of CM Punk, Ryback and WWE Champion John Cena was worth watching, it didn't make up for the remainder of the disappointing episode. This week's WWE Main Event wasn't necessarily bad, either, but it was filled with one too many recaps and failed to surpass last week's enjoyable edition. Friday Night SmackDown, on the other hand, featured much more in-ring action than we've been accustomed to seeing on the blue brand each week. Three solid matches and successful story-line progression made it the show to watch this week. With next week's television tapings going across the pond to London, England, I look forward to what the electric atmosphere brings. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· CM Punk promo: Easily one of the most intriguing aspects of this week's Raw. I was expecting Punk to take time off in some form or fashion, but I just didn't know how it would be booked. This leaves him to return whenever he wants in whatever role he pleases. Of course, I'll miss the Voice of the Voiceless in his absence, but it's nice to see him finally get the time off he deserves.
· John Cena and Ryback: I'll admit, I'm still a bit skeptical of Ryback's heel turn, but it has proved to be pleasantly surprising thus far. His pre-taped vignette was very done and his segment with Cena later on the evening established him as a heel quite nicely.
· Brock Lesnar: Regardless of his loss at WrestleMania, Lesnar bounced back with a bang on Raw by dominantly decimating 3MB. I couldn't care less about another rematch between Lesnar and Triple H at Extreme Rules, but if it's for Lesnar to get his win back, then I'm completely content.
· The Shield: From ambushing WWE Champion John Cena on Raw to delivering a strong promo on SmackDown, The Shield had yet another impressive week. I'm looking forward to their clash with The Undertaker and Team Hell No on the upcoming edition of Raw, which will most definitely be a sight to see.
· Wade Barrett vs. Justin Gabriel: A nice match that featured some enjoyable in-ring action. Gabriel hasn't meant anything in a long while, so it was hard to take him seriously as a title contender, but he still had an impressive outing against the Intercontinental Champion on WWE Main Event this week.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Antonio Cesaro: It's a shame to see Cesaro's lengthy reign as United States Champion come to an end in such a lackluster fashion. Granted, he hasn't done much with the strap as of late, but that's due to the fact that he's been losing meaningless matches each and every week since the start of the year. Here's hoping he can get his career back on track soon.
· Jack Swagger vs. Dolph Ziggler: Although it was a solid match, it shouldn't have even happened. Swagger needed some way to be entered into the World title match at Extreme Rules, but does it really need to come at the new World Heavyweight Champion's expense?
· Team Hell No vs. Prime Time Players: Same match, different week. We've seen this countless times over the last few months, so by this point, it absolutely serves zero purpose. Prime Time Players deserve much better than this. Can we fast forward to when Team Hell No drop the tag titles?
· Wade Barrett vs. R-Truth: Wasn't Barrett's title win last week supposed to signal a resurrection of his character? Apparently not. There are other ways for Truth to earn a shot at the title than to defeat Barrett in a match that lasted mere minutes.
· Six-person tag team match: I have no desire to see The Great Khali and Hornswoggle compete, especially in a match that didn't have much of a point to it. The fact that a parking spot was the reason these two teams were fighting automatically makes this match a low point of the week.
