Week of April 20, 2019
Match of the Week: Velveteen Dream vs. Buddy Murphy: NXT North American Championship Match - NXT, April 17
Ahead of his upcoming SmackDown Live debut, Buddy Murphy returned to NXT this week for one night only to challenge Velveteen Dream for the NXT North American Championship. Needless to say, they did not disappoint. This was all action from bell to bell with both guys bringing their A-game. Murphy is a completely different competitor than the last time the NXT Universe saw him, which was made evident when he came close to capturing the gold on a few different occasions. Ultimately, Dream emerged victorious, but only after a strong showing from Murphy.
Superstar of the Week: AJ Styles
Since the Brand Extension was brought back in the summer of 2016, AJ Styles had always been the face of SmackDown Live. There, he broke records as the WWE Championship, held the United States Championship twice, and proved to be the measuring stick for success on the show. That changed this past week when he was moved to Raw in the 2019 Superstar Shake-up. He was revealed to be the mystery partner for Seth Rollins and Roman Reigns and defeated the trio of Bobby Lashley, Drew McIntyre and Baron Corbin. What else awaits The Phenomenal One on Monday nights?
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, April 17
The Superstar Shake-up significantly shook up the SmackDown Live and Raw rosters, but the shows themselves weren't anything worth writing home about. NXT, on the other hand, wasted no time in producing an excellent episode two weeks removed from the tremendous TakeOver: New York event. The show featured two title matches and both were noteworthy. The aforementioned NXT North American Championship clash was a treat while Kairi Sane bowed out after the NXT Women's Championship main event. Undisputed Era also laid out Johnny Gargano in emphatic fashion.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Finn Balor vs. Andrade: Andrade was one the last people I expected to switch shows, but in retrospect, I'm glad he did. He wasn't doing much of note on SmackDown Live and a change of scenery can only help him. He and Balor worked wonderfully together and produced an excellent match. Better yet, Andrade pulled out the victory in his first outing as a member of the Raw roster. I was hoping that would lead to a title shot for him, but with Balor now on SmackDown Live, that might be out of the question. Either way, this was a strong start for El Idolo on his new home and I hope he can continue to build momentum.
· Moment of Bliss with Sami Zayn: It's rare I include Moment of Bliss in the "Highlights" column, simply because I find the talk show segment to be unbearable more often than not, but this week's installment with special guest Sami Zayn was actually entertaining. Zayn was in his hometown of Montreal and received a strong reaction from the fans in attendance. Although he played into the chants at first, he eventually turned on them and generated great heat. This new character of Zayn's has been a riot so far.
· The New Day and Kevin Owens vs. Cesaro, Rusev and Shinsuke Nakamura: With Big E out injured for the next month or so, Kofi Kingston and Xavier Woods made Owens an honorary member of New Day for this week, and it was amazing. Because of how over-the-top Owens was earlier on in the night with them, I assumed it was leading to a heel turn for him after this match, but apparently not. There's nothing stopping him from betraying them on an upcoming episode of SmackDown Live, but I hope they drag this out a little longer because Owens was fantastic here.
· Finn Balor vs. Ali: Following his loss to Andrade on Raw, Balor bounced back immediately by moving over to SmackDown in the Superstar Shake-up and taking the Intercontinental Championship with him. He and Ali had a super fun match and I liked that Ali looked credible in defeat. I'm looking forward to these two facing each other more on Tuesday nights and all the other matches Balor can have with the SmackDown stars.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Oney Lorcan: It was announced during Monday's Raw that as part of the Superstar Shake-up, Alexander would be moving to the Raw brand. I'm a big fan of that move because he had done everything imaginable on 205 Live. Hell, he had been on that show since its inception over two years ago, so it was high time he moved on to the main roster. He's definitely talented enough to hang with the big boys, but it's more a matter of whether WWE will allow him to shine. At any rate, his last 205 Live match against Lorcan was an awesome one. This was very well wrestled and had an exciting pace. Alexander losing to Lorcan on his way out of the Cruiserweight division was the right call, and I'm interested to see what Lorcan can do on 205 Live.
This Week's Low Points
· Superstar Shake-up format: I realize I say this every year, but the format of this year's Shake-up was probably the worst yet, at least with how the free agents were handled. I'm glad the likes of Aleister Black, Ricochet, EC3, Lacey Evans and the rest of them finally have homes, but the commentators seemed to be confused during Raw as to whether they were actually assigned to that show or not. Then, Lars Sullivan showed up on SmackDown Live after already appearing on Raw, so who the hell knows. On top of all that, Nikki Cross is apparently still a free agent, because it was never announced where she was going. What a mess.
· The Viking Experience: I'm super surprised to see War Raiders on Raw so soon, especially considering they're the current NXT Tag Team Champions. That move didn't feel like it was thought out in advance, but they had a strong debut, nonetheless. It's really the new name I'm putting in the "Low Points" column, because it's atrocious. Perhaps we'll all get used to it in time, but there was no reason for it to be changed after they were established as War Raiders in NXT. Ivar? Erik? Good lord, they sound like a jobber tag team from the '90s.
· Braun Strowman attacks EC3: I'm sorry but, despite winning the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal (which means nothing), Strowman is still ice cold for me. I have no clue who he'll be feuding with going forward and I can't say I care. What bugged me the most about this was how EC3 was treated like such a jabroni. I was hoping he'd end up on SmackDown after the Shake-up, but no such luck. I'm almost positive that Vince McMahon has it out for EC3 based off how he's been booked on the main roster up to this point. He honestly would have been better off in NXT.
· Bayley and Naomi vs. The IIconics: WWE is playing up in storyline how Sasha Banks is M.I.A. at the moment and that Bayley needed a new partner to face The IIconics. It was a fine match and a good Raw debut for Naomi, but The IIconics losing before the big reveal of Paige's new team on SmackDown was weird. In other words, this did not need to happen. On the bright side, Bayley is now on SmackDown, so she and Banks have split up.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Carmella: There wasn't anything terribly wrong with this match, but it wasn't remotely memorable, either. Charlotte and Carmella had a handful of matches against each other last year, but like this one, they all fell flat. I suppose the real purpose of this bout was for Charlotte to rebound from her WrestleMania 35 loss and to set up the post-match angle with Sullivan surfacing to attack Truth. If Sullivan is indeed on the blue brand and won't be switching shows anymore, then Truth is a fine first feud for him, if only because it'll give him a few easy wins right out of the gate. Meanwhile, SmackDown has a loaded women's roster coming out of the Shake-up, so I don't see Carmella doing too much of note aside from serving as Truth's sidekick.
