Week of April 22, 2017
Match of the Week: Tye Dillinger vs. Eric Young: Steel Cage Match - NXT, April 19
Truth be told, I haven't been the biggest fan of the feud between Tye Dillinger and SAnitY in recent months, but every rivalry is only as good as its conclusion. Thankfully, they blew off their bad blood with a stellar Steel Cage match on Wednesday's episode of NXT, a rare treat for regular viewers of the program. Both men took tremendous risks that paid off in a major way. Although I'm not typically in favor of interference in Steel Cage matches, it worked for this match in particular given Dillinger's many run-ins with the group, leading to his last big victory on the brand. 

Superstar of the Week: Jinder Mahal
No, this is not a joke: For the first time ever, Jinder Mahal is indeed the Superstar of the Week. Braun Strowman came close with the havoc he wrought on Raw, but Mahal going from losing to Mojo Rawley one week to becoming the No. 1 contender to the WWE Championship the next is arguably a much more impressive feat. On Tuesday night, Mahal outlasted five of SmackDown Live's very best (okay, not really, the match mostly consisted of losers) to punch his ticket to the main event of Backlash, where he will challenge Randy Orton for the WWE Championship. Yeah, I'm still in shock, too. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, April 17
Perhaps I'm in the minority on this, but both Raw and SmackDown Live have taken a turn for the better since WrestleMania 33 for me. Hell, even NXT has been more entertaining as of late. The recent Superstar Shake-up definitely freshened up the rosters for Raw and SmackDown, but it was the flagship show that ultimately earned the award for "Show of the Week." There was very little to complain about with virtually everything serving a purpose. As a result, the Payback card is complete and it appears to be a strong show on paper, so here's hoping the go-home episode of Raw delivers. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Braun Strowman vs. Big Show: Needless to say, I was shocked beyond belief when Big Show and Braun Strowman contested a great match in the main event of Raw two months ago. Well, they were able to recreate some of that same magic this past Monday night. Granted, this wasn't as awesome of an encounter, but it was still one of the best bouts of the night with both men playing their respective roles remarkably. However, it will be what happened at the end of the matchup that will be talked about the most with Strowman suplexing Show and causing the ring to implode. We've seen it before, but it never gets any less epic.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Sasha Banks vs. Nia Jax vs. Mickie James: I can not stress enough how much more excited I am for the future of Raw's women's scene than I was before WrestleMania 33. There are several fresh faces in the division now and four of them worked very well together in this fun Fatal 4-Way match. The best part about it was how the outcome was unpredictable and any one of them could have realistically emerged victorious. In the end, it was Bliss scoring a rare win in her hometown to clinch her championship match.
· Samoa Joe vs. Chris Jericho: We saw these two work a brief bout against each other last month, but they couldn't contest the truly superb match they were capable of due to being short on time. Thus, the rematch was infinitely more entertaining and I thoroughly enjoyed it. If Jericho really is leaving for a while after Payback, it made sense for him to lose clean to Joe on his way out before doing the honors to Kevin Owens as well. Joe's post-match promo was equally excellent and he continues to come off like the biggest badass on the roster. Joe vs. Seth Rollins should be a blast.
· AJ Styles vs. Baron Corbin: It looks like Styles is officially a babyface again, which is great news for Corbin. Next to Owens, he will be one of the most prominent heels on SmackDown going forward, and I'd say he fared pretty well for himself against Styles in this week's main event. They have a solid chemistry together and I'd be open to them working a full-fledged program down the line. The non-finish was logical in protecting Corbin while also allowing Styles to maintain momentum.
· Naomi vs. Charlotte Flair: This was one feud I was anxiously anticipating coming out of the Superstar Shake-up because on paper it has plenty of potential to be awesome. They did not disappoint in their first segment on SmackDown when they had a good verbal exchange that set up their match for later in the night. Not everything about the bout was perfect, but because they wrestle similar styles, Charlotte was able to bring the best out of Naomi and give her one of her most memorable singles matches in recent memory. I'm glad Charlotte wasn't granted a title straight from the get-go and instead had to earn her title shot, but why not hold off on the rematch until Backlash?
This Week's Low Points
· Dean Ambrose and The Miz: As much as I liked the Miz TV segment these two had on Raw this week, it doesn't take away from how these two should not be rekindling their rivalry to begin with. The whole point of the Superstar Shake-up is to give fans fresh feuds, but we literally just saw this same program on SmackDown Live no more than three months ago. Don't get me wrong, I'm sure their inevitable Intercontinental Championship match will be well-wrestled as always, but both men should be mixing it up with other members of the Raw roster and not facing off with each other. Besides, Miz should have never left SmackDown.
· Bray Wyatt and Randy Orton: At last check, the House of Horrors match (which absolutely no one knows will entail) at Payback will not be for the WWE Championship. I understand not wanting to do a brand vs. brand match for a world title, but wasn't that the reason this bout was being held in the first place? I guess that means there's a chance Wyatt wins, but I doubt the WWE Champion loses to a wrestler now on Raw. At any rate, the build to the matchup so far has been underwhelming, though I can't say I'm surprised.
· American Alpha vs. The Colons: I was actually content with The Colons beating American Alpha in their first match back on SmackDown, but their initial encounter was far from great. Despite all the bad booking and poor creative decisions they've endured over the years, Primo and Epico are talented athletes and I couldn't be happier that they've finally ditched the damn Shining Stars name. This wasn't their most impressive outing, but I'm sure their chemistry with American Alpha will improve as the program progresses. On the bright side, this win did help them with their credibility.
· Rich Swann, Noam Dar and Alicia Fox: So, let me get this straight: Swann's goal all along was to drive a wedge between Fox and Dar and ruin their relationship because he was angry over his best friend getting heartbroken by her. How does that make Swann the babyface? Because he comes across as pretty manipulative to me after hearing his explanation on 205 Live. Nevertheless, here's hoping this marked the end of this angle because it hasn't interested me from the start.
· Liv Morgan and Aliyah vs. Billie Kay and Peyton Royce: Admittedly, Aliyah is getting better in the ring, but she lacks a real character and fans have zero incentive to rally behind her. Morgan, on the other hand, is simply flat-out terrible. I'm sorry, but her good looks aren't enough to give her a pass because each of her matches are abysmal. I give credit to Kay and Royce for trying to make the most out of this atrocity, but this was never going to be more than a mediocre match. Kay and Royce have an entertaining act in my opinion, and they will win more often than not, but they should not have lost to the duo of Morgan and Aliyah, who don't at all feel like threats to Asuka.
