Week of April 23, 2016
Match of the Week: Dean Ambrose vs. Kevin Owens - Raw, April 18
Dean Ambrose and Kevin Owens are no strangers to one another, and as such, it was a treat to see them rekindle their rivalry in this week's Raw main event. What was even better was seeing two fresh faces spotlighted at the end of Raw, a nice change in the formula. Raw and SmackDown were both solid this week, but there weren't any matches that stood out in a major way, but this bout was the best of the bunch. Owens and Ambrose were given plenty of time to contest the great matchup they were capable of and they brought the dead England crowd back to life with their energy. I could have done without Owens getting pinned in clean fashion, but it was unquestionably a big win for Ambrose, which he desperately needs right now. Ambrose may have had his moment ruined by Chris Jericho afterward, but he'll be able to avenge himself at Payback. 

Superstar of the Week: Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady
In such a short period of time, Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady have already taken WWE's tag team division by storm. Their main roster call-up was long overdue, but you had to know it was only a matter of time before they graced Raw and SmackDown after falling short of winning the NXT Tag Team Championship at NXT TakeOver: London. It's only been two weeks since their arrival and they now find themselves in the finals of the No. 1 Contender's WWE Tag Team Championship Tournament following their impressive victory against The Dudley Boyz on Monday Night Raw, and with another win over The Vaudevillians, they could be contending for the twin titles in no time. Speaking of whom, they engaged in a war of the words with the former tag champions on SmackDown, in addition to having a strong showing versus American Alpha on Wednesday's NXT. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, April 20
Raw and SmackDown were far from horrible this week. If anything, they were quality shows, but each program I thought was a step down from the past two weeks. Last week's set of shows were exceptional, especially for the week removed from WrestleMania, but this week brought us back down to reality. Again, there wasn't much to nitpick from Raw or SmackDown, but there weren't many highlights, either. That said, NXT impressed me the most this week with a very enjoyable hour of wrestling. I'm not sure whether Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady are officially done with the promotion or not, but they went out with a bang in a solid match against American Alpha. Additionally, No Way Jose made his anticipated (and ultimately better-than-expected) debut, Nia Jax squashed somebody, and Samoa Joe and Apollo Crews went to war. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson attack Roman Reigns: Well, Reigns vs. AJ Styles for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship at Payback just got more interesting. I was already looking forward to the match as it was, but the inclusion of the former Bullet Club members certainly throws a wrench into things. Are they aligning with Reigns? Are they reuniting with Styles? Or is there someone else at large (possibly Finn Balor?) who has yet to be revealed? There are so many possibilities, which is why I'm extremely excited for the title match. On a Raw that wasn't as strong as past weeks, Gallows and Anderson had everyone talking by the night's end.
· Chris Jericho vs. Sami Zayn: I thoroughly enjoyed their encounter on SmackDown last week and their match from Raw was equally entertaining. There's an awesome dynamic there with Jericho as the arrogant, boisterous heel and Zayn as the lovable underdog. Zayn has stacked up several losses in recent weeks, but the best part about his character is that he'll always be over with the audience no matter how often he loses, as long as he looks strong in defeat. If anything, he benefits more from losing than he does winning!
· Samoa Joe vs. Apollo Crews: If this was Crews' last match before he becomes a main roster regular, there was no one better to go out against than Joe. As I've mentioned several times in the past, Joe has been absolutely killing it since arriving in NXT just about a year ago. Despite falling short of capturing the NXT Championship on two occasions, he remains a monster, as seen here. He and Crews found a very good chemistry together and it made for a solid main event matchup on NXT. This was also a nice reminder of what Crews is capable of when he's up against a credible opponent and not a Social Outcast member.
· Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady vs. American Alpha: Likewise, Enzo and Cass are on their way out of NXT and it was only appropriate they did the honors for the hottest new tag team on the scene: American Alpha. It took some time for the two tandems to get into a rhythm, but once they did, the match was a treat. I look forward to seeing them clash again down the line on the main roster.
· No Way Jose debuts: Admittedly, I was on the fence about this gimmick when I first saw the vignettes, but he immediately won me over with his entrance on Wednesday night. Now, I'm not going to jump the gun like I did with Adam Rose two years ago and say he is going to be a total star. It was merely one appearance that went better than I thought it would. He's obviously still a work in progress in the ring, but at least the audience warmed up to him and his shtick by the end of the bout. NXT just can't run into the same problem with him that they did with Rose, and that is not fleshing out his character enough. Sure, he has a catchy theme song and can dance, but that will get old fairly quickly.
This Week's Low Points
· 'Miz TV' with Cesaro: The last few editions of 'Miz TV' actually have been pretty decent. Even The Miz's exchange with AJ Styles was well done, but I can't excuse the encounter between Miz and Cesaro on Monday's Raw. It's safe to say that as great of an in-ring talent as Cesaro is, he is still shaky on the microphone. And Miz reciting lines from famous movies didn't do anything for me, either. It wasn't a deplorable segment, but it fell flat. I guess I can't complain because at least we're getting solid storyline support for this Intercontinental Championship feud, but the subsequent eight-man tag team match was an even bigger waste of time.
· Apollo Crews vs. Heath Slater: I appreciated how this match was made more meaningful than a simple standard squash match with the stipulation that Crews had to join The Social Outcasts if he lost, but it's getting to the point where I'm ready to see Crews start going up against true competition. Should he have been called up to the main roster when he was? That's debatable, but now that's he's here, he shouldn't be relegated to the death slot on Raw every week. He won't get too far up the card beating just enhancement talent.
· Ryback vs. Kalisto: You would think that Ryback would have demanded a rematch against Kalisto a lot sooner seeing as how he was screwed at WrestleMania 32, not almost three weeks later. The match was fine for what it was, but the crowd sat on their hands for it and it's hard to blame them. Ryback has hardly been on WWE TV since The Show of Shows and Kalisto has no momentum going for him at the moment as champion. Thus, why should the casual fan care about another title match between them? I should mention, though, that the finish to their match on SmackDown was actually awesome, for whatever that's worth.
· R-Truth vs. Fandango: I probably shouldn't expect anything less at this point, but is it just me or is this angle with Goldust and Truth getting worse by the week? It's been over two months and they have yet to pair up. It's a colossal waste of television time that can be devoted to someone or something much more deserving. I would have been embarrassed to be a fan if someone saw me watching this.
· Natalya and Paige vs. Team B.A.D.: I didn't particularly love the eight-woman tag team match on Raw, but it furthered the feud between Charlotte and Natalya effectively even though I didn't agree with Charlotte tapping out as quickly as she did to the Sharpshooter. However, this match offered zero follow-up to that. I realize SmackDown was working limited with half the roster at another live event, but this didn't accomplish anything other than giving Paige a win in her native England. That's dandy and all, but she hasn't been relevant in many months and Natalya should have remained the bigger focus seeing as how she'll be the one contending for the WWE Women's title at Payback. Paige would benefit from a return to NXT.
