Week of April 25, 2020

Match of the Week:
Rey Mysterio vs. Murphy (Raw, April 20)
Rey Mysterio and Murphy had to miss WrestleMania 36 for different reasons, but they made up for the lost time by producing a great match on Monday's Raw. With a spot in the men's Money in the Bank Ladder matchup hanging in the balance, both guys went all out in an effort to prove why they deserved to advance. They were given over 15 minutes to work with and had terrific chemistry together. As exceptional of an athlete as Murphy is, he looked good enough in defeat that I had no issue with him losing to Mysterio (who is a bigger name, anyway). 

Superstar of the Week:
Drake Maverick
I don't think I've ever given this award to a Superstar who was recently released, but for reasons that have not yet been explained, Drake Maverick is still a part of the Interim NXT Cruiserweight Championship Tournament. Don't get me wrong, it's an incredible story and that's why he's my "Superstar of the Week", but it still strikes me as odd. Nonetheless, he gave Jake Atlas a hell of a fight on Wednesday night before cutting another awesome promo backstage. I'm very curious to see how he's handled for the rest of the tourney and if he'll advance to the finals.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, April 22
To be fair, I thought Raw and SmackDown were solid this week (though Raw was the superior show of the two), but NXT blew both brands out of the water. While it wasn't the most electric episode of NXT of all-time, the show felt streamlined and everything mattered. The continuation of the Interim NXT Cruiserweight Championship Tournament was fun, Velveteen Dream pinned the NXT Champion, there was progression in the women's division, and all of the video packages were well done. NXT seems to be finally finding its footing under the current circumstances.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Drew McIntyre vs. Angel Garza: I liked McIntyre's match with Andrade last week and this was equally entertaining. Granted, I never thought for a single second that Garza had a chance of winning, but he pushed the WWE Champion to his limit and looked like a star while doing so. I'm high on the trio of Andrade, Garza and Austin Theory, but WWE hasn't done them any favors with the way they've booked them thus far. Yes, Andrade beat Akira Tozawa earlier in the evening, but they weren't able to get the better of McIntyre even when the odds were in their favor. I'm hopeful they can bounce back sooner rather than later.
· Aleister Black vs. Austin Theory: Speaking of Theory, I thought he had his best showing on the main roster to date when he battled Black in a Money in the Bank qualifier on Raw. Like Murphy, he would have thrived in that environment had he advanced, but Black is a much better choice for that spot. Theory has a ton of upside but will need to establish a character for himself before he can find any real success on his own. As for Black, now is the time for WWE to pull the trigger on his main event push.
· Apollo Crews vs. MVP: MVP hasn't had any lengthy matches since returning to WWE earlier this year, so I was pleasantly surprised by his performance in this match along with the promo he cut beforehand. There's certainly a place for MVP on WWE TV in 2020, even if it's as a manager for a Superstar like Bobby Lashley (with whom he has history). At any rate, this was a quality contest and I'm thrilled to see Crews in Money in the Bank for the first time this year. He won't win, but at least it's an opportunity for him to impress.
· Triple H's 25th anniversary celebration: This won't be for everyone, but personally, I enjoyed it. I agree with the masses that it lasted longer than it should have and it definitely dragged by the end, but they made the most of a bad situation and delivered a memorable segment despite the lack of live audience. Some of the references will be lost on casual viewers, but I found them funny. The highlights of Triple H's career that aired throughout the night were a nice touch.
· Lacey Evans vs. Sasha Banks: SmackDown's women's division is in a state of flux at the moment (Tamina being in the SmackDown Women's Championship picture says it all), but to their credit, Evans and Banks had a really good match on Friday night. They've been feuding on and off for months and I liked how they incorporated all of their aggression into this outing. Part of me is disappointed Banks won't be involved in the Money in the Bank Ladder matchup (she was my pick to win it), but at least they're continuing to tell the story with her and Bayley. WWE is clearly holding off as long as possible on their split, so when it finally happens, it should mean something. SummerSlam would make the most sense in my opinion.
· Interim NXT Cruiserweight Championship Tournament continues: All three of this week's tournament matches were very well-wrestled and the right people went over in each of them. El Hijo del Fantasma had an excellent debut against Jack Gallagher and Kushida needed the win over Tony Nese. Meanwhile, I'm curious to see what will happen with Drake Maverick, who lost against Jake Atlas. I'd love to see him make to the finals, but I'm not sure if that's in the cards.
This Week's Low Points
· Nia Jax vs. Kairi Sane: I didn't hate Jax beating Sane a week ago on Raw because I assumed they would put the returning Jax in the Money in the Bank Ladder match over Sane, but there was no reason for them to face off again on this week's show, especially if it was going to feature the same result. As far as I know, both women are heels, so it was an odd dynamic. Plus, it was even worse than their original encounter due to Jax being reckless in the ring. There's no denying she has a history of hurting people and it looked like she almost injured Sane on Monday night. Unless they're turning Sane face, I'm not sure what the point of this was.
· Ruby Riott vs. Liv Morgan: Riott resurfaced on Raw almost three months ago and immediately targeted Morgan. I believe they had a match on the Raw before Elimination Chamber, but other than that, they have not crossed paths since. For them to rekindle their rivalry out of nowhere on Raw this week was random and it was hard to care about the contest itself as a result. There have been rumblings that Sarah Logan might be used soon despite being recently released, and honestly, I have no desire to see that.
· Bobby Lashley and Lana: Despite tension being teased between Lashley and Lana in recent weeks, there didn't seem to be any sign of dissension during their segments on Raw this week. Instead, Lashley was shown flipping over tires while Lana nodded in approval. Not only were these segments completely pointless, it's disappointing that the two o them apparently aren't going their separate ways after all. I feel that the only way Lashley will be taken seriously again is if he goes solo or finds a better manager (a la MVP).
· Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross vs. Carmella and Dana Brooke: Why Brooke and Carmella decided to join forces and challenge for the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship was never explained and it looks like they're already on the verge of breaking up. I can't say I'm too distraught over that, but this match was nothing special at all. The commercial break taking up most of their TV time didn't help and the titles haven't felt important in ages. I have no idea who Bliss and Cross defend against now.
· The Miz and John Morrison vs. The Lucha House Party: This was a decent match, but the reason I put this in the "Low Points" column is because SmackDown's tag team division is sorely lacking something at the moment. There are a few credible teams between Miz and Morrison, The New Day and The Usos, but they've all worked with each other a bunch by this point. Lucha House Party have been booked like losers for so long that them beating Miz and Morrison on Friday night did very little to change my perception of them. The Forgotten Sons aren't the answer to the division's woes, either. I sincerely hope this isn't leading to Miz and Morrison turning on each other because it's too soon for that. I maintain they shouldn't have lost the titles to New Day last week.
· Velveteen Dream and Dexter Lumis vs. Undisputed Era: NXT is obviously trying to drag out Dream vs. Adam Cole for as long as possible so Dream winning the NXT Championship can happen in front of a crowd, but I don't think that's going to happen. This was a solid tag team main event for NXT, but it paled in comparison to what Dream vs. Finn Balor would have been. Lumis replacing Keith Lee was an odd choice, not to mention that I'd rather see him as a heel than as a face.
