Week of April 27, 2019
Match of the Week: Johnny Gargano vs. Roderick Strong - NXT, April 24
Johnny Wrestling delivers again. It's virtually impossible for Johnny Gargano to have anything less than an average match, and when he's up against an equally exceptional performer (such as Roderick Strong), they can make magic. Meanwhile, it's rare we see Strong compete in a singles capacity these days, so this was a great opportunity for him to remind viewers why he's one of the best in the ring. This was a terrific main event for this week's episode of NXT with the right result, though I wasn't high on Strong teasing tension with the rest of Undisputed Era afterward.
Superstar of the Week: The Viking Raiders
No matter what you want to call them, there's no doubt that The Viking Raiders are one of the most dominant forces in all of WWE right now. One week removed from their Raw debut, the reigning NXT Tag Team Champions made quick work of The Lucha House Party before their scheduled bout could come to pass. Two nights later, they took on The Street Profits in an incredibly exciting outing, and despite a valiant effort from Street Profits, Viking Raiders were able to secure the victory. Will anyone from the black-and-gold brand be able to take those titles from them?
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, April 24
Personally, I'm really digging the new rosters for Raw and SmackDown Live. Both brands benefited big time from the Superstar Shake-up as seen on this week's shows, which were better than usual. NXT, however, continues to kill it every Wednesday night with their jam-packed hour of action. As previously noted, Johnny Gargano and Roderick Strong produced a hell of a main event while The Viking Raiders vs. The Street Profits was an absolute blast while it lasted. Candice LeRae and Kacy Catanzaro also paired up to defeat the duo of Vanessa Borne and Aliyah.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Triple Threat matches: Every so often, Raw will hold multi-man matches early on in the show with the winners of both bouts meeting later that night to determine a new number one contender to the Universal Championship at an upcoming event. All right, so it's a formula they've done before, but it works, and I thought the Triple Threat matchups on this week's episode were terrific. The first was a bit better than the second, but all of the action was entertaining and ate up a good chunk of television time. These felt fresh and also gave fans a small taste of potential future singles feuds with these six Superstars.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Cesaro: Damn, Raw did not waste any time in bringing these guys back to the red brand with a bang. Unsurprisingly, they had great chemistry together and produced a very fun match in the six or so minutes they were allotted, even if the crowd wasn't hot for everything they did. It's cool that Cesaro may be on the verge of a renewed push on his own now that he's on Raw away from Sheamus, but it would have been nice for Alexander to win his Raw re-debut. Hopefully he can bounce back next week.
· Bray Wyatt's Firefly Fun House: I wouldn't blame anyone for putting this in the "Low Points" column, if only because of WWE's terrible track record with stuff like this. By that I mean, they'll introduce a gimmick that appears to have promise in the beginning, before running it in the ground and ruining any intrigue it may have. It would be a massive shame for that to happen to Wyatt, who has had bad luck booking-wise since arriving on the main roster. This could be his chance to really reinvent himself and do something new. If nothing else, this got people talking.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Bayley: It's been a while since we last saw Flair and Bayley go one-on-one, and per usual, they had a very enjoyable match. More importantly, Bayley showed some strong aggression, perhaps planting the seeds for an eventual heel turn. That would be the perfect way to reboot her stagnant character and solidify her as one of the top heels in SmackDown Live's women's division alongside Flair.
· Kevin Owens betrays Kofi Kingston: Kingston's non-title main event match with Shinsuke Nakamura on SmackDown was solid, but I was way more interested in what happened afterward with Owens betraying Kingston and Xavier Woods. Truth be told, I (along with everyone else) figured this was only inevitable, but the execution was wonderful. I had faith that Owens could be a believable babyface, but it was clear WWE had no plans for him in that role (hell, he was left off the WrestleMania 35 card), so it was wise to have him return to being a heel. Plus, this makes total sense from a storyline standpoint. Lest we forget, Owens was originally supposed to vie for the WWE Championship at WrestleMania before Kingston did. Owens' next promo should be a gem.
This Week's Low Points
· The Superstar Shake-up continues: I could have sworn that the Shake-up was a two-day event, but apparently not, because more moves were bad this week without any explanation. I realize Samoa Joe was always going to be Raw bound and didn't appear last week due to an illness, but they could have acknowledged him joining Raw through a video package at the very least. And then there was Cesaro, who has randomly been split from Sheamus (not that I'm complaining). Jinder Mahal went on to switch shows the next night, and there's rumors circulating that the Shake-up still isn't over. All of the confusion is infuriating.
· AJ Styles vs. Baron Corbin: As I discussed in the "Highlights" column, I thoroughly enjoyed the two Triple Threat matches on Raw. Styles vs. Corbin, however, wasn't nearly as strong. Contrary to popular belief, Styles is no miracle worker and was not able to get a great match out of Corbin. This simply felt like it dragged, and while it would have been serviceable at any other point during the show, it was not a suitable main event. On the bright side, we're getting Styles vs. Seth Rollins at Money in the Bank and that should be tremendous.
· Becky Lynch vs. Alicia Fox: Sometimes I forget Fox is still employed by WWE considering how her appearances are far and few between and I'd like for it to remain that way. Similar to Styles, Lynch is fantastic, but not even she could carry Fox to a competent contest. This was a mess all around. Fox had an awful showing, but at least Lynch tried her best. I don't understand what worth Fox has to the company when there are so many more women on the roster infinitely better than she is. I can't remember the last match she had that was actually passable.
· The IIconics: I wasn't a fan of putting the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship on The IIconics to begin with, but it has proven to be a dumb decision the more time has passed. This week alone, Billie Kay lost to Naomi on Raw before Peyton Royce got beat by Kairi Sane on SmackDown Live. Plus, they lost both of their matches last week and have yet to look credible in defeat. In other words, they're still losers and have devalued the titles.
· Roman Reigns, Shane McMahon and Elias: Am I the only one wondering what the hell happened to Shane's feud with The Miz? It's possible it was put on hold for this week, but I was under the assumption that Shane won at WrestleMania so Miz could beat him in a rematch at Money in the Bank or some other show. It appears the program has been dropped all together, and if so, what a waste. At any rate, I was glad Shane didn't tease firing Reigns on SmackDown, but I'm not looking forward to Reigns feuding with another authority figure if that's where this is headed. It's an awesome spot for Elias to be in (considering he hasn't had a real rivalry in many months), but the idea of Reigns vs. Elias one-on-one bores me to tears. I don't envision that being terribly exciting at the event.
