Week of April 29, 2017
Match of the Week: Naomi vs. Charlotte Flair: SmackDown Women's Championship Match - SmackDown Live, April 25
As cool as it was for the women to receive the spotlight in the main event of this week's edition of SmackDown Live, I especially loved how it wasn't seen as anything special. Rather, it should be seen as the norm going forward. The match itself was by far the best thing on the entire episode with Naomi and Charlotte Flair contesting an even better bout than they did last week, this time over the SmackDown Women's Championship. But before either of them could clinch the victory, interference from Natalya, Carmella and Tamina caused the contest to be called off. 

Superstar of the Week: Roderick Strong
Quite honestly, I wasn't overly impressed by anyone who appeared on Raw or SmackDown Live this week. That said, the sole Superstar who did leave a lasting impression in my mind was none other than Roderick Strong. He has somewhat flown under the radar since arriving in NXT late last year, but he is a hell of a talent and it's merely a matter of time before he breaks out. The vignette that aired on Wednesday's NXT talking about his upbringing and extremely emotional past was exceptional, and there's still a Part 2 to come next week. Here's hoping this helps him on his road to super stardom. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, April 26
By and large, I have thoroughly enjoyed the build to this Sunday's Payback pay-per-view, as each episode of Raw since WrestleMania 33 has ranged from good to great in my opinion. Unfortunately, that streak came to an end on Monday night when the go-home show failed to add to my anticipation for the event. SmackDown Live on Tuesday, albeit better than Raw, was mostly mediocre. Meanwhile, NXT continues to kill it with awesome shows and the latest installment was no exception. The black-and-yellow brand feels far more focused than it was even a month ago. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Matt Hardy vs. Sheamus: WWE very easily could played the old "both babyface tag teams respect each other" card for this feud between The Hardy Boyz and Cesaro and Sheamus. Instead, they've piqued my interest with this program by teasing tension among the tandems. Not only that, Hardy and Sheamus wrestled an enjoyable match on Monday's Raw that didn't follow the same tired formula we tend to see when WWE splits up tag teams into singles matches while building to a pay-per-view. With The Hardy Boyz scoring back-to-back victories versus Cesaro and Sheamus, there's a good chance new champs are crowned Sunday.
· Seth Rollins, Finn Balor and Big Cass vs. Samoa Joe and The Club: The six-man tag team match would have been solid regardless, but Balor replacing the "injured" Enzo Amore was a well done angle. In addition to furthering the feuds involved, it was an interesting way of incorporating the currently directionless Balor into the mix as well. I doubt it was meant to tease anything with him and Rollins, as I assume Balor is simply killing time until after Payback when Bray Wyatt is free. Balor squaring off with The Club was cool, though.
· AJ Styles vs. Baron Corbin: Although I liked the match they had on last week's SmackDown Live more, this was still a solid match and another impressive outing from Corbin. He has proven he can hang with the top talent of SmackDown, and thus I'm looking forward to how his likely feud with Sami Zayn will play out. I didn't mind him getting beaten in decisive fashion here, if only because Styles is the No. 1 contender to the United States Championship. These two work well together and I'd be open to them rekindling their rivalry down the line.
· Neville vs. Jack Gallagher: This wasn't nearly as strong as their encounter from Fastlane last month, but I didn't expect it to be considering it was only 205 Live. That said, both men put forth an excellent effort and contested an entertaining match with Gallagher looking good in defeat. Austin Aries coming to the aid of Gallagher afterward and laying into Neville effectively hyped up their upcoming championship clash. None of this lit the world on fire, but it succeeded in what it set out to do.
· Tyler Bate vs. Jack Gallagher: Speaking of Gallagher, he had quite the week starting with a tag team win on Raw, a main event match with Neville on 205 Live, and a shot at the WWE United Kingdom Championship on NXT. As soon as he entered the arena on Wednesday night, he received an awesome ovation from the Full Sail University crowd, and that is exactly why 205 Live should be taped there and not after SmackDown Live. Nevertheless, Bate and Gallagher wrestle similar styles and while it was slightly slow early on, they picked up the pace nicely down the stretch. The outcome was never in doubt, but it was nice exposure for the pending UK title show.
This Week's Low Points
· Dean Ambrose and Chris Jericho vs. The Miz: I thought the opening segment on Raw this week with Ambrose, Jericho and Miz was actually very entertaining, but the weird thing is that it was the focal point of the program and absolutely none of it had to do with Payback. Ambrose and Miz won't be facing each other at the event after all, and Jericho's rival Kevin Owens is on the opposite show. The Handicap match was strange considering it put the heel in an awkward position, and fans were left disappointed by Bray Wyatt being Miz's mystery partner. Or was it Wyatt? That was never made clear and closed the show on a confusing note.
· Braun Strowman vs. Kalisto: I was looking forward to see how this Dumpster match would be handled, but it ended up being fairly underwhelming. In addition to the match being five minutes long, Kalisto won without even shutting the lid of the dumpster on Strowman, so that was a little fluky. Plus, Kalisto got destroyed afterward anyway, so why not give the win to Strowman, who hasn't won a televised match in over two months? I usually enjoy Strowman's attacks, but this came across as tame compared to past assaults from him.
· Dana Brooke vs. Alicia Fox: The best thing I can say about this bout was that it was kept short and sweet. Otherwise, it had no business being on Raw. I appreciate the attempt to progress the storyline with Brooke and Emma, which has been decent so far, but Brooke is an absolutely atrocious professional wrestler and they need to find another role for her as soon as possible. Fox isn't much better and I honestly forgot she was still a part of the roster. On the bright side, the Brooke and Emma angle has been intriguing, so we'll see where they go with it in the coming weeks.
· Shinsuke Nakamura and Dolph Ziggler: As I've said before, I'm open to the idea of a Nakamura vs. Ziggler rivalry because it's a fresh feud that keeps Nakamura busy in the meantime. Unfortunately, this segment didn't get me excited for their eventual encounter. Nakamura isn't a strong talker as it is, but the mouthguard he's wearing isn't helping him any. As for Ziggler, what the hell was up with all of the Michael Jackson references? He just doesn't seem to be motivated at the moment.
· Mustafa Ali vs. Tony Nese: It's great that Ali and Drew Gulak appear to have some sort of direction in this feud they have going on right now with Gulak protesting the high-flyers on 205 Live, but the match itself with Ali and Nese was pretty lifeless. The crowd couldn't have cared less about it, and I assume that's because neither of these guys have truly been defined character-wise yet. I was rather uninterested in the bout as well, and the only thing that really forced me to pay attention was Ali attacking Gulak once Ali was disqualified because of him (a flat finish, by the way). The rest of 205 Live was enjoyable this week, but this one match felt like it dragged on forever.
