Week of April 2, 2016
Match of the Week: Sami Zayn vs. Shinsuke Nakamura - TakeOver: Dallas, April 1
True story: I was putting together the latest Week in Review lineup after SmackDown on Thursday (not realizing I had to include NXT TakeOver: Dallas from Friday) and struggled to come up with a Match of the Week because there really wasn't one. Thankfully, we had TakeOver: Dallas on Friday and the choice was clear: Sami Zayn vs. Shinsuke Nakamura. Honestly, every match on the show offered something special, but Zayn vs. Nakamura was undoubtedly a Match of the Year candidate and I don't know what else can possibly top it in the remainder of 2016. The in-ring action, the storytelling, the atmosphere, the drama, everything about the bout was absolutely incredible. Even the entrances were awe-inspiring. It was an amazing arrival for Nakamura and the ultimate swan song for Zayn. 

Superstar of the Week: American Alpha
You could choose just about anyone featured at NXT TakeOver: Dallas as the Superstar of the Week and you wouldn't be wrong, but I decided to give the nod to American Alpha. In addition to their long awaited NXT Tag Team Championship victory, they scored an impressive win only days earlier on the latest episode of NXT. Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady are extremely entertaining and The Revival are underrated, but no team has been hotter these past eight months or so than Jason Jordan and Chad Gable. They won me over as soon as they started teaming last summer and they've been building momentum by the month. They were due a championship run and after their outstanding showing on Friday night, that has finally become a reality. Their run on top of the tag team division in NXT should be a fun one. 

Show of the Week: NXT TakeOver: Dallas, April 1
Whenever you think NXT has delivered its best special to date, they top themselves with the next installment, as was the case with TakeOver: Dallas on Friday night. We all knew going in that it was going to be a stellar show based on the star-studded card and it ultimately lived up to the hype. From Sami Zayn and Shinsuke Nakamura stealing the show to the hard-hitting affair between Finn Balor and Samoa Joe in the main event, there wasn't a single match that fell below expectations. Furthermore, I couldn't have been happier that Elias Sampson vs. Apollo Crews got cut from the card. Nothing against the guys, and I'm a big fan of Crews, but next to nobody cared about their "feud" and it would have stuck out like a sore thumb. With the recent debuts of Nakamura and Austin Aries, there will be plenty to be excited about in NXT going forward. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Shane McMahon and The Undertaker: As excited as I have been for their upcoming Hell in a Cell match, the build to the bout has largely been disappointing. They desperately needed to deliver a strong segment on Monday's Raw and they did just that with their back and forth on the mic and subsequent brawl that ended with Shane hitting Undertaker with a flying elbow through the commentary table. It kicked off Raw on a high note and made fans hopeful that we could be in store for a spectacle on Sunday. If Shane was willing to do that on Raw, what else might he have in mind for Hell in a Cell? Expect him to take a crazy amount of risks for our enjoyment.
· Finn Balor vs. Samoa Joe: Some will say that their London match was better, but I actually preferred their encounter in Dallas. From the moment the bell rang, it felt like a fight. Neither guy held anything back and in fact, Joe was legitimately busted open within the opening moments of the matchup! Sure, the medics constantly getting involved to stop the bleeding grew to be annoying after a while, but it didn't at all hinder the match. Balor retaining was a surprising move, but it leaves me wondering whether Joe is main roster bound.
· Bayley vs. Asuka: I wouldn't go so far as to say this was on the level as Bayley vs. Sasha Banks from Brooklyn, especially coming off the classic between Sami Zayn and Shinsuke Nakamura, but it was still a great match and both women deserve credit for putting forth an exceptional effort. It had a nice pace and great wrestling, though fans were divided on the finish. Personally, I was fine with it because it was time for a title change and Bayley lost nothing in defeat. I imagine there will be a rematch and that bout could be even better with Bayley in chase mode.
· The Revival vs. American Alpha: And I thought Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady vs. The Revival at TakeOver: London was the best NXT Tag Team Championship match to date. This match blew that bout out of the water. American Alpha winning wasn't all that predictable, either, after what went down in London, so all the nearfalls were nearfalls were suspenseful. The final few minutes had me on the edge of my seat.
· Austin Aries vs. Baron Corbin: The debuting Nakamura may have everyone talking today with his phenomenal performance, but let's not overlook the arrival of Aries at TakeOver. He contested a very good match with Corbin that received just the right amount of time and a well-booked finish. Aries was able to score a win in his debut while Corbin was protected with the roll-up. If you weren't already aware of Aries, you should be. The guy can go in the ring and has an aura about him that makes him a total star. It should also be noted that Corbin has seldom lost since his debut two years ago, so Aries beating him was a big deal. I'm looking forward to seeing what's next from these two as their program continues.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns and Triple H: It's worth noting that the last-minute hype for this match could have been ten times worse (see: the tug of war between Brock Lesnar and Reigns from last year). However, it was painfully apparent WWE was attempting to cram as much as they possibly could into this feud only days before the big show. The feud has been mediocre at best and their various encounters on Raw this week didn't do anything to add to my excitement for the match. Here's hoping WWE has a major swerve in mind for this match on Sunday because otherwise the crowd just might crap all over it. Reigns' reaction alone will be interesting.
· Big Show and Kane vs. The Social Outcasts: Needless to say, the tag team match was a complete waste, but obviously, the main focus was on hyping who was going to be in the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, but does anyone really care? Big Show, Kane and Mark Henry will be the only notable names involved, and even that's pushing it. With the match being moved from the Kickoff show to the main card, there has to be some sort of surprise entrant. No, not The Wyatt Family. Maybe a returning Cesaro or John Cena?
· Eva Marie returns: Who the hell in the back thought it was a good idea to bring back Eva in Brooklyn? Anyone with a brain knew she would get booed. What's funny to me is that officials were reportedly disappointed by the reaction. On the bright side, she acted like a heel and the other girls wanted no part of her, so fingers crossed she's only back for the interim. She has improved immensely in NXT (although that's not saying much considering how bad she was before), but she's still not ready for a main roster call-up just yet. Her role in the 10-Diva tag team match at 'Mania should be limited.
· Kalisto vs. Konnor: This barely made the "Low Points" column, but it was still a throwaway match. They worked well together, but there wasn't much Kalisto and Konnor could do in the mere minute they were allotted. Moreover, WWE has failed to get fans invested in the Kalisto vs. Ryback program. There's just no juice there. I guess I'm glad it's on the Kickoff show, but why isn't that the multi-man match?
· Apollo Crews vs. Alex Riley: This earns a spot in the "Low Points" column mostly for what happened afterward and not what happened during the actual match (though I was mildly disappointed there was no follow-up on Riley's apparent heel turn from the last set of tapings). Elias Sampson is a poor program for Crews, who reeks of untapped potential. Sampson simply isn't clicking with the NXT faithful and a feud with Crews won't solve that, as his singing routine on Wednesday's show was awful. If nothing else, I'm glad their match was cut from TakeOver: Dallas. The crowd likely would have crapped all over it and on a night featuring all excellent matches, it had no business being on that card.
