WEEK OF APRIL 5, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: RANDY ORTON VS. BATISTA - RAW, MARCH 31
Isn't it scary to think that this would have been our WrestleMania 30 main event had plans not changed? I definitely enjoyed the match in the main event of Raw, but the main event slot of the biggest show of the year is a completely different atmosphere. Since the flagship show emanated from Batista's hometown of Washington D.C. this week, the crowd was a bit easier on The Animal than past audiences have been. Also, the no disqualification stipulation definitely helped make the match more entertaining and fun to watch unfold. However, this match probably wouldn't have won this award this week had it not been for the fantastic slow-closing angle. After a two week hiatus, Daniel Bryan emerged from the crowd to attack all of The Authority, laying each of them out and concluding Raw while leading the entire audience to a massive "Yes!" chant. Could this be the same sight that we will see at the end of WrestleMania 30 this Sunday? 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: THE REAL AMERICANS
Aside from Raw, most of WWE's shows (Main Event, Superstars, SmackDown) only featured one or two matches due to being mostly occupied by WrestleMania video packages. Thus, there wasn't one true Superstar who shined over the course of the week. (Daniel Bryan would be a leading candidate, but he only shined on Raw, not the entire week, if that makes sense.) The only Superstars to shine more than once this week were The Real Americans, who had solid matches on both Raw and SmackDown, respectively. They may have been on the losing end of an eight-man tag team match on Monday night, but they rebounded with a victory over Los Matadoers on SmackDown. Given their recent momentum, could The Real Americans be the next tag team champs? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE NXT, APRIL 2
As a whole, Monday Night Raw this week did a solid job of building toward WrestleMania 30 and getting this viewer even more excited for this Sunday, but outside of the ending segment, nothing about it was all that memorable or noteworthy. The other three weekly programs (Main Event, Superstars, SmackDown) consisted mostly of video packages for the premiere pay-per-view than matches, so the only show left that wins the award this week is NXT. NXT hasn't been amazingly awesome on a weekly basis since the Arrival special in late February, but this week's episode in particular was the best show in recent memory. From a fun women's match between Emma and Sasha Banks to the reintroduction of Brodus Clay to the entertaining main event between Corey Graves and Sami Zayn, there was a lot to like about the latest NXT. If aren't already hooked on the show, then this is the first edition I suggest you go out of your way to watch. Trust me, you won't regret it. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
Brock Lesnar attacks The Undertaker: Well, it took some time to get there, but Lesnar finally got on over Undertaker this week on Raw in the opening segment. Still, though, it was too little, too late. Lesnar has been made to look inferior to 'Taker for weeks on end and not even this segment could make up for all the damage this feud has taken. I appreciated the effort to make Lesnar look somewhat strong going into 'Mania, but the rivalry up to this point has been a massive disappointment.
· The Authority promo: How great was that video package for Triple H "burying" former talents narrated by Stephanie McMahon? Seriously, this was brilliant. It infuriated the Internet Wrestling Community and was good enough to relay the message to casual fans that Daniel Bryan has little to no chance (in storyline) of beating HHH at WrestleMania. The Authority are by far the greatest heels in the business today and they aren't even active performers, which is both impressive and sad.
· Sami Zayn vs. Corey Graves: I'm a fan of both talents and have been thoroughly enjoying this feud thus far. This was another great chapter in their ongoing rivalry, as it was an entertaining match with excellent storytelling. Fans felt sympathetic toward Zayn for his head trauma and Graves benefited from it by looking vicious in his win over Zayn. I look forward to the continuation of this rivalry in weeks to come, especially their inevitable rubber match.
· Sheamus vs. The Miz: These two have had better matches in the past, but this was still a good effort from them. They were given good time on Main Event and worked a solid match, so I have no complaints. Sheamus emerging victorious was no surprise, but my only gripe regarding this contest was that it didn't have much meaning behind it. Granted, both competitors are in the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal on Sunday, but that match has no meaning, either. It doesn't help that neither Sheamus nor Miz have any direction at the moment.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Heath Slater: Yes, I'm equally shocked myself that I'm putting a Slater match in the Highlights column. As much as I hate 3MB, there is no denying how good of a worker Slater can be, and we all already know how great Kingston is. They had a pleasantly surprising match onWWE Superstars that ended with Slater picking up the victory. No, this is not an April Fool's joke.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Piper's Pit: Rowdy Piper has been begging to be a part of WrestleMania 30 for quite some time now, but having him appear on the Raw prior to The Show of Shows was the next best thing (on the anniversary of the original WrestleMania, no less). However, this segment was a complete train wreck featuring all of the participants in the upcoming Battle Royal. What was the point of them brawling? Big Show coming out on top was predictable and I surely hope that isn't the same sight we see at the end of the match on Sunday.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Big E: The match quality was worthy of being in the Highlights column, but ending result still made me cringe. Big E looked strong in defeat, but why not give him the big victory over the former world champion? Del Rio gained nothing from this and it only did damage to the Intercontinental Championship. With any luck, they'll feud over the title after 'Mania, but only time will tell.
· Cody Rhodes and Goldust vs. Fandango and Damien Sandow: This feud between the Rhodes brothers and Fandango in recent weeks has been a complete waste of time. Cody Rhodes and Goldust deserve to be in the tag team title match at WrestleMania, Sandow deserves better in general, and Fandango is... well, just Fandango. It's mind-boggling that this guy was facing (and beating) Chris Jericho last year at WrestleManai.
· Hulk Hogan promo: It pains me to put a Hogan appearance in the Low Points column, but it served zero purpose. It was cool to see him back on SmackDown and all, but his three minute promo wasn't nothing different from anything we've heard from him before. I'm sure it was awesome for those in attendance, but it came across on television as a waste of time. The Battle Royal at 'Mania still feels painfully pointless.
· The Ascension vs. Jack Hurley and John Vandal: Same match, different week. Longtime viewers of NXT will understand my anger here, as The Ascension has literally been doing the same thing for the last two years. I'm still a huge fan of the act and would like to see it on the main roster someday, but they are in desperate need of a pair of opponents to work with. The NXT tag team division needs to be resurrected from the dead and fast.
