Week of April 8, 2017
Match of the Week: Authors of Pain vs. #DIY vs. The Revival: NXT Tag Team Championship Triple Threat Elimination Match - NXT TakeOver: Orlando, April 1
There were a few different matches that took place over WrestleMania weekend that could be considered classics, though no bout impressed me more than the NXT Tag Team Championship match from NXT TakeOver: Orlando last Saturday night. Then again, I think we all expected it to be a show-stealer as soon as it was announced a few weeks back and it did not disappoint. Authors of Pain, #DIY and The Revival all played their roles remarkably well and they had tremendous chemistry together. If #DIY and The Revival couldn't beat Authors of Pain, then who will? 

Superstar of the Week: The Hardy Boyz
There was an indescribable buzz over WrestleMania weekend regarding the return of The Hardy Boyz. I think everyone in Orlando knew they were WWE bound eventually, but they just didn't know when. And thus once it was announced they were joining the Raw Tag Team Championship Ladder match at WrestleMania 33, it simply didn't feel real. The reaction to them resurfacing was absolutely insane, and to top it all off, they procured the twin titles! A celebration ensued, but they then had to defend the newly-won straps against The Club on Raw the next night and did so successfully. 

Show of the Week: WWE WrestleMania 33, April 2
As exceptional as the post-WrestleMania editions of Raw and SmackDown Live were this week, I would be remiss if I went with anything but WrestleMania 33 for the latest "Show of the Week." And yes, I will admit my bias considering I was there in attendance and it was my first ever 'Mania. The experience was amazing, to say the least. All things considered, I would certainly say it was one of the better installments in the last decade. From the epic return of The Hardy Boyz to The Undertaker's swan song, it was a highly entertaining evening from top to bottom, as well as a vast improvement over last year. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Shane McMahon vs. AJ Styles: I was looking forward to this match going into WrestleMania and thought it had the potential to be a pretty good match, but it just might have ended up being the best bout on the entire card on Sunday night. And it wasn't a case where Styles carried Shane to a competent contest, either, because Shane was back to his old self on this show. Whoever came up with the idea to have this match open the event deserves a raise because it did an excellent job of setting the tone for the rest of the evening. I also enjoyed their interaction on SmackDown Live two days later, hinting at a face turn for Styles.
· Chris Jericho vs. Kevin Owens: This was another match that benefited from being one of the first few matches because the crowd was engaged in the action from start to finish. It was a strong back-and-forth match with nice little touches that made it memorable, including Owens getting one finger on the rope to break the count. That was brilliant. Most importantly, Owens winning the match in clean fashion was the right call. He's fresh off an embarrassing loss to Goldberg at Fastlane and this title victory helps him quite a bit.
· Goldberg vs. Brock Lesnar: If you told me ahead of WrestleMania that Goldberg and Lesnar would ultimately have one of the greatest matches of the night, I would have called you crazy. Alas, they produced a match that was exactly what it needed to be at five minutes long. There wasn't a single second that the crowd wasn't on their feet for this and each of the nearfalls were believable. This was the match we've wanted to see from them all along, the match that should have happened at WrestleMania 20. It's great Goldberg (likely) closes out his career with one of his best matches ever.
· Kurt Angle: What a weekend for Kurt Angle. To kick it off, he puts together a hell of a speech at the Hall of Fame last Friday night. Then, he hears his music play at WrestleMania for the first time in exactly 11 years. Finally, he returns to Raw on Monday and is named the new general manager of the program. I liked Mick Foley in the role, but he was constantly being undermined by Stephanie McMahon, and Angle should be allowed to shine on his own as he did this past week.
· Finn Balor returns: When Balor didn't come back to Raw the week after he was cleared to compete, everyone expected him to resurface on the Raw after WrestleMania, and that's exactly what happened. Bringing him back as Seth Rollins' partner against Kevin Owens and Samoa Joe in the main event was wise and it looked like he hadn't missed a beat. He received a raucous reaction from the electric audience as well, and it's cool to see him picking up where he left off. Now the question is, where does he go from here? Does he set his sights on the Universal Championship he never lost? Does he challenge Owens for the United States title? Either way, I'm excited.
· NXT call-ups: I figured I might as well bunch all three NXT call-ups from this past week into one category. The Revival, Shinsuke Nakamura and Tye Dillinger debuting on the main roster was long overdue and each of them are bound to make an incredible impact now that they have arrived.
This Week's Low Points
· Bray Wyatt vs. Randy Orton: There was a lot to like about WrestleMania 33 and this match was not among them. As bad as the build had been to this bout (they completely overlooked six months worth of storytelling), I had hope they could put together at least a decent match at 'Mania, and they couldn't even do that. This throwaway contest relied way too heavily on hocus pocus nonsense before ending in anticlimactic fashion. Orton is an amazing athlete, but he doesn't do anything for me as champion. The continuation of the feud on SmackDown Live on Tuesday night was equally disappointing and I hope it culminates sooner rather than later.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Baron Corbin: In retrospect, I'm glad this match got bumped to the Kickoff show instead of the SmackDown Women's Championship match because there really wasn't anything about it that was overly special. They worked a passable match that had a flat finish. There was no reason Ambrose should have retained his title here because the time was right for Corbin to become champion. Thankfully, they redeemed themselves with an entertaining Street Fight on SmackDown Live, which was won by Corbin.
· The Undertaker vs. Roman Reigns: I've actually been among the few people defending this match for the stellar story it told (in my opinion), but it's hard to argue that this just wasn't good. I do think it needed the main event slot considering it was probably Undertaker's last match and Reigns losing would have been illogical with how beat up Undertaker's body is at this point, but the match itself left a lot to be desired. The botched Tombstone attempts were one thing, but the contest didn't click for many viewers and thus it's sad he had to go out following a poor match.
· Neville vs. Mustafa Ali: This was the obligatory part of Raw this week where the rowdy post-WrestleMania crowd hijacked a match and started chanting for a beach ball. It's funny when they do that during a match that bores me to tears, such as Sheamus vs. Orton from 2013, but this bout didn't deserve that treatment. In fact, they had a pretty good match and Ali had a solid showing, but the crowd was too busy trying to entertain themselves. There's a time and a place for that, people.
· Brock Lesnar and Braun Strowman: I still say it makes zero sense WWE had Lesnar work so many dates before WrestleMania when they should have saved him for events after the Show of Shows given that he is now champion. Paul Heyman cut a gem of a promo on Monday night, but I expect Lesnar to leave for the next few months, and thus this face-off with Strowman won't lead to anything until he gets back. Speaking of whom, how weak has Strowman looked in the last month? From losing to Roman Reigns clean to being ambushed by Undertaker to getting tossed from the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, WWE is quickly diminishing any monster credibility he had and it's unfortunate.
· Sami Zayn vs. Jinder Mahal: This match didn't bother me as much as it would any other week because of how over Zayn and his entrance theme are and that kept the crowd engaged, but it was a meaningless match, nevertheless. I think it's high time Zayn made a move over to SmackDown.
