Week of August 10, 2019
Match of the Week: Rey Mysterio vs. Andrade - Raw, August 5
I'm still disappointed all these months later that the heated feud Rey Mysterio and Andrade had going in the first few months of 2019 didn't culminate in a match at WrestleMania 35, but at least they've been able to rekindle their rivalry over the last two weeks on Raw. Their matchup on Monday night was nothing short of stellar and showcased the skills of both men. Their chemistry is just so great that I could watch them go at it for hours and never get bored. Although Andrade emerged victorious, it remains to be seen whether WWE will allow him maintain momentum this time around.
Superstar of the Week: Goldberg
Goldberg wrestling on this year's SummerSlam card is a pleasant surprise, especially since it wasn't announced until just this week. Then again, most fans figured he'd be a part of the event in some form or fashion after all the times Dolph Ziggler has name-dropped him lately on WWE TV. It's honestly not a match I ever assumed we'd get (or one I had interest in seeing), but it's a great redemption story for Goldberg, who had a lousy showing against The Undertaker at Super ShowDown in June. Here's hoping he goes out on top, regardless of whether it ends up being his final bow or not.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, August 6
I may be in the minority here, but I am genuinely looking forward to SummerSlam on Sunday. I thought Raw and SmackDown Live were slightly better than usual and did a decent job of building up the SummerSlam card, but there's no doubt in my mind that 205 Live was the best piece of programming WWE produced all week. The opener between Humberto Carrillo and Lince Dorado was a blast, which was then followed by the terrific Six-Pack Challenge main event. The hour flew by as always and also managed to hype SummerSlam.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The O.C. vs. Ricochet and The New Day: This really should have happened outright instead of taking place after a waste of a match between The New Day and The O.C., which went all of 30 seconds. Nevertheless, this was a quality six-man tag team matchup that successfully hyped AJ Styles vs. Ricochet at SummerSlam. I wish the United States Championship received more focus going into the event, but I understand WWE wanting to give credibility to The O.C. and have them stack up victories like they did here. I'm happy they're starting to feel more like a threat to the rest of the Raw roster.
· The New Day vs. Daniel Bryan and Rowan: I was hoping these teams would feud over the SmackDown Tag Team Championship heading into SummerSlam, but unfortunately not. However, I'm hoping they do eventually feud based off how wonderfully they worked together here. This was a tremendous tag team main event for SmackDown Live and it was all action from bell to bell. I didn't mind the non-finish because it protected both tandems and left the door open for a potential rematch.
· Aleister Black vs. Sami Zayn: No, your eyes are not deceiving you, this match was in fact held on SmackDown instead of SummerSlam. It's a shame because this would have been a cool addition to the card, but then again, I can't complain about the pay-per-view having less matches (it's already pretty stacked as it is). They weren't given a ton of time, but this was very fun while it lasted. Of course, Zayn losing was never in doubt, but it was a good win for Black. Here's hoping Black gets put in a program with someone soon.
· Six-Pack Challenge: I have no idea why 205 Live waited so long to crown a new number one contender to the WWE Cruiserweight Championship with SummerSlam being Sunday, but on the bright side, their multi-matches never disappoint and this was no exception. There were a few people who could have realistically won it, but I'm glad it was Oney Lorcan, as I believe he and Drew Gulak could very well steal the show at SummerSlam if given the time.
· NXT Tag Team Championship contract signing: NXT should have done a better job of building this feud. The only interaction I can recall them having was when Kyle O'Reilly and Bobby Fish confronted Street Profits following their successful title defense on NXT TV about a month ago. That said, this was a strong segment with excellent promo work from both teams. Street Profits were serious for a change and showed a lot of intensity on the mic when talking about why the need to win at TakeOver: Toronto II. Meanwhile, Fish and O'Reilly were awesome as always, so props to Undisputed Era and Street Profits for selling me on this match with just one segment. I love Street Profits, but I'm confident Undisputed Era is leaving TakeOver with all the titles.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns nearly gets run over: I ranted about how dumb this storyline was last week and WWE managed to take it to a whole other level of stupidity this week. I will say that I loved Samoa Joe's promo at the start of Raw about how he wasn't to blame for attacking Reigns the week before, but it was all downhill from there. Reigns was then nearly hit by a car, though the actual execution of the angle was awful. Then, Joe showed compassion for Reigns by immediately checking up on him, which will hopefully lead to him turning face. It looks like Daniel Bryan may indeed be behind all of this, but WWE's way of getting there has been rough.
· The IIconics vs. The Kabuki Warriors vs. Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville vs. Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross: Apparently WWE officials woke up on Monday night and remembered that the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship existed. Ugh. The IIconics had such a forgettable reign that it was high time another tandem took the titles from them, but Bliss and Cross wouldn't have been my pick. They might get more television time, but The Kabuki Warriors badly needed this victory. Either way, this match wasn't very good at all.
· Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair vs. Natalya and Trish Stratus: I realize they teased tension throughout, but Lynch and Flair agreeing to be partners was a dumb idea given their history as rivals. Plus, Natalya has acted like a heel lately, so her teaming up with Stratus made zero sense. On top of all that, Stratus never tagged in once, so she shouldn't have been a part of this in the first place. Everything about this was a mess that did little to get me more excited for the two SummerSlam matches than I already was.
· Natalya vs. Ember Moon: Putting two number one contenders up against each other is rarely ever a smart idea. If they're both trying to build momentum, then obviously someone is going to have to look weak and that was exactly what happened with Moon here. Not only was the match short-lived, it ended in a lame double count-out. I guess WWE is trying to tell the story that Natayla's Sharpshooter is dangerous, but personally, I'm not buying it. This was a real waste of time.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Ali: I'm sure these two are capable of contesting a gem of a match together if given the time, but that's not what this was meant to be. Ziggler was originally supposed to take on Rey Mysterio, but he ambushed him before the bell so he could come across like a legitimate threat to Goldberg at SummerSlam. Spoiler: It didn't work. I honestly didn't have an issue with WWE giving Ziggler a decent little win before he gets slaughtered on Sunday, but the reason this is in the "Low Points" column is because I hated how this came at the expense of Ali, who is fresh off a non-title victory over Intercontinental Champion Shinsuke Nakamura on SmackDown Live. I guess they could still do that feud sometime soon, but it was a puzzling decision, nonetheless.
