Week of August 13, 2016
Match of the Week: Rusev vs. Cesaro: United States Championship Match - Raw, August 8
Well, this match completely came out of nowhere. When it was teased that Cesaro had earned himself a future title shot with back-to-back wins over Sheamus, I assumed the belt at stake would be the new WWE Universal Championship (post-SummerSlam, of course). And even if it was going to be the United States title the entire time, why not save Cesaro vs. Rusev for down the line or at least advertise it in advance? All of those gripes aside, they contested a highly enjoyable match in this week's Raw main event as only they were capable of. While they always work well together, there seemed to be an extra sense of urgency during their latest encounter with the gold up for grabs. With one Neutralizer, Cesaro appeared to have the match won, but due to outside interference from Sheamus, Rusev managed to retain his title. 

Superstar of the Week: Cesaro
Cesaro had everyone talking coming out of his "shoot" promo (whether it actually was or not is irrelevant) at the WWE Draft a few weeks back, leading fans to assume he would be "buried" on the Raw brand from that point forward. So far, that has yet to be the case as he has been able to build off the momentum he has had going since returning from injury the night after WrestleMania 32. Following a hard-fought victory over Sheamus last week, Cesaro contested a rematch with him on this week's Raw and once again had his hand raised when the smoke cleared. That wasn't the last we saw of Cesaro on Monday night, however, as he eventually resurfaced to challenge Rusev for the United States Championship. Sure, he may have fallen short of capturing the prestigious prize, but he surely looked strong in defeat. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, August 10
After two straight weeks of good to great programming from Raw and SmackDown Live, the main roster shows seemingly fell of a cliff this week for whatever reason. Although SmackDown was slightly better than Raw on Monday night, neither show was all that compelling. I remain extremely excited for SummerSlam and the card is shaping up to be something special, but there really wasn't anything from the past week worth going out of your way to see. Almost by default, NXT wins the award for "Show of the Week." It wasn't the most exciting hour of wrestling, but it was a solid show from start to finish, and with four new matches announced for NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn, you can't go wrong with NXT right now. In fact, every episode since the previous special has been a treat, and I look forward to seeing what they have in store in Brooklyn. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Chris Jericho vs. Enzo Amore: In all honesty, as stacked as SummerSlam is, I might be more excited for the dream pairing of Kevin Owens and Jericho more than anything else. Two weeks into their partnership and they are already cracking me up with their chemistry. They have the perfect opponents in Enzo and Big Cass, and I am very much looking forward to their match in Brooklyn. As for Jericho vs. Amore, it was a fun match while it lasted and I liked how Amore was made to look like an equal to Jericho throughout, otherwise you would have expected Jericho to make short work of him. The non-finish was effective in protecting both guys as well.
· Seth Rollins promo: I loved the approach WWE took this week in furthering the feud between Rollins and Finn Balor. Between the two, Rollins is the best talker, so it was wise to have him cut a promo in front of the live crowd. It might have gone a few minutes too long for my taste, but it was still solid and set up next week's possible confrontation with "The King Demon." As for Balor's pre-taped vignette, I thought it was excellent. Balor thrives in that type of environment and it was cool for WWE to finally acknowledge The Demon's existence.
· Randy Orton vs. Alberto Del Rio: Any other week, I likely wouldn't have been as kind to this match, but I enjoyed it for what it was. Although Orton and Del Rio have always worked well together, the issue was that Del Rio means next to nothing right now and has zero steam. Thus, what incentive did fans have to think he had a chance of beating The Viper? On the bright side, Orton was on offense for a majority of the match and they told the story that Orton's RKO is the be-all, end-all for his opponents. Will Brock Lesnar be just another victim of the RKO come SummerSlam? Only time will tell.
· Samoa Joe vs. Mojo Rawley: There wasn't one match on this week's NXT that stood out as being truly great, but this was a straightforward squash match and everything it needed to be. Rawley's scored some offense over Joe, but by and large, Joe decimated The Hype Bro throughout the bout and picked up another impressive victory en route to his NXT Championship defense against Shinsuke Nakamura. That post-match brawl was well done, too.
· NXT Women's Championship match contract signing: Is it just me or does it feel like we get a contract signing before every TakeOver special, usually from the women? Hey, I'm not complaining because they are almost always entertaining, as this one was. The feud has been tame for the most part since they last met in Dallas, so I was very happy to see them show some aggression and intensity during their face-off a few weeks ago and again here. Bayley is probably one of the most over acts in all of NXT today, but she needed that extra edge that she showed here. Granted, some of what they said came across as scripted, but it succeeded in what it set out to do.
This Week's Low Points
· Mick Foley invites Daniel Bryan to Raw: I was already slightly skeptical about Bryan coming to Raw to begin with because there didn't appear to be a reason, but I remained optimistic that it would lead to something significant. Well, it didn't, and looking back on it now, I wish it hadn't happened. Bryan and Foley bickered over which show was superior for a few minutes before awkwardly transitioning into the United States Championship match. In other words, if Bryan wasn't there, nothing would have been different. I was fine with Randy Orton and Brock Lesnar appearing on each other's shows last week, but they shouldn't make a habit out of it going forward.
· Roman Reigns and Rusev: I didn't mind their angle that closed the show, but the wedding segment was beyond boring and did nothing to make me want to see them face each other at SummerSlam. I'm sure the match will be good, but this segment in particular did nothing for me. Rusev showcasing his hilarious personality was a treat, but he and Lana dragged on for far too long, and the payoff with Reigns coming out to give him his comeuppance was not only predictable but it also wasn't worth the time wasted.
· Luke Gallows vs. Kofi Kingston: While I'm still looking forward to The New Day vs. The Club at SummerSlam from an in-ring standpoint, the feud has been oddly booked so far. They made the match official for the card mere days after New Day decisively defeated Gallows and Karl Anderson on Raw in a matter of minutes, and then followed up with this short singles match that was over before it even began. I was happy they attempted to give The Club some semblance of heat, but the various testicle jokes throughout the show were cringe-worthy and not funny whatsoever.
· Darren Young vs. Titus O'Neil: Another week has passed and I remain confused who I am supposed to cheer for in this feud. Young got his win back by holding the tights of O'Neil, so wouldn't that make him a heel? Then again, the commentators defended his tactics because he was simply repaying the favor from last week. Either way, I don't find myself caring one bit. Once again, the match was rather brief, so I don't blame the crowd for not investing in the action at all.
· Neville and Sin Cara vs. The Dudley Boyz: I wasn't anticipating a huge name to be revealed as Neville's mystery partner on Raw, but Sin Cara? Really? You can't get much more disappointing than that. I would assume that this was done to plant the seeds for the two being involved in the soon-to-be returning Cruiserweight division, but Cara is such a dead character at this point that I have no desire to see him involved in anything of note. As for The Dudley Boyz, I respect them putting over younger talent, but they really should not be losing to makeshift tag teams. Aren't they supposed to be one of the greatest and decorated tandems of all-time or something?
