Week of August 18, 2018
Match of the Week: Tyler Bate vs. Roderick Strong - NXT, August 15
Tyler Bate and Roderick Strong previously faced off on an episode of NXT earlier this year and absolutely ripped it up. Unsurprisingly, they created magic once again on this week's episode of NXT where both men were battling for momentum ahead of their NXT Tag Team Championship clash this weekend at TakeOver: Brooklyn IV. Strong is consistently one of the best performers on the roster whereas Bate continues to amaze me with the things he can do at his age. This awesome outing was merely a preview of what we can expect during Undisputed Era vs. Moustache Mountain III.
Superstar of the Week: Dean Ambrose
After sitting on the sidelines for over nine months with an injury, Dean Ambrose finally made his valiant return to Raw on Monday night and not a moment too soon. There have been rumblings for a while that he'd be back sooner rather than later, but he showed up at just the perfect time to help Seth Rollins even the odds against Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre. The former Raw Tag Team Champions reuniting made for a great moment on the show and has me excited for what's in store for them moving forward. Is Ambrose turning on Rollins only inevitable?
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, August 15
I'm sure this coming weekend in Brooklyn is going to be a blast no matter what, but I definitely have higher hopes for NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn IV than I do for SummerSlam, if only because TakeOver has always been the better show in past years. We'll see if this year will be any different, but what I do know is that the black-and-yellow brand put forth the strongest effort of any WWE program this week for their go-home show. Every scheduled TakeOver matchup was hyped up effectively, there were some stellar video packages, and the main event was just on another level.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Alexa Bliss vs. Ember Moon: I haven't at all been impressed with how WWE has set up a majority of the matches for SummerSlam on the Raw side, but I will say I've been entertained by most of what Bliss and Ronda Rousey have been doing to build up their bout. I thought their latest interaction on Raw this week was wonderful and did a great job of making fans want to see Rousey get her hands on Bliss. Plus, the subsequent match between Bliss and Moon was very good. Moon had a strong showing against the champ and it was smart to not deliver a clean finish since Bliss shouldn't be looking too weak heading into SummerSlam.
· The B-Team vs. "Woken" Matt Hardy and Bray Wyatt vs. The Revival: After featuring The B-Team in the "Low Points" column for weeks on end, it was about time I talked about them in a positive light for once. I understand fans find them funny and all, but I just don't see them working long-term as tag team champions. That said, this was a terrific Triple Threat match and much better than I figured it would be. There were plenty of suspenseful spots and all three teams had their time to shine. The B-Team live to fight another day.
· Daniel Bryan vs. The Miz video packages: The best thing on SmackDown Live this Tuesday wasn't a match or a segment; it was the series of video packages promoting Bryan vs. Miz for SummerSlam. They've been saying for weeks that this is eight years in the making and they weren't lying. I loved how they played up their history and how personal this one-on-one affair is going to be on Sunday. Here's hoping the rivalry continues well past that point because their chemistry is through the roof and they have barely scratched the surface of what they're capable of together.
· The New Day vs. SAnitY: While I am not at all a fan of how WWE has been booking SAnitY on the main roster (they are just another act on the brand by this point), New Day continues to kill it every time they're out there. Their matches are always enjoyable and this was no exception. Say what you will about their stupid obsession with pancakes and whatnot, but they are still largely beloved by fans four years removed from their debut.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Gentleman Jack Gallagher: Gallagher may not be much more than a simple lackey for Drew Gulak at the moment, but never underestimate his in-ring abilities because he is way better than most give him credit for. His non-title match with Alexander on this week's 205 Live was proof of that. Granted, the outcome was never once in doubt considering Alexander has a championship defense coming up on the SummerSlam Kickoff show, but I like the story they're telling with Gulak softening up Alexander by having Gallagher and The Brian Kendrick wear him down in competitive matches. Alexander scored the win here as he should have, but Gulak got the last laugh by ambushing him afterward and posing with the belt.
This Week's Low Points
· Elias and Bobby Lashley: I feel really, really bad for Lashley because he has mostly been involved in nothing but nonsense since returning to WWE immediately after WrestleMania 34. First was the feud with Sami Zayn, then was his rivalry with Roman Reigns (which he ultimately lost), and now this pointless program with Elias. I like both guys, but WWE is just rehashing the same segment week after week with them and it isn't exciting in the slightest. Apparently Elias is having a concert sometime this weekend, and if it's a part of SummerSlam as has been teased, then I expect it to be one giant waste of time.
· Sasha Banks vs. Ruby Riott: It's only been a few weeks, but I'm already tired of this feud between Banks, Bayley and The Riott Squad. I'm happy Riott is back from injury, but her latest series of matches with Banks and Bayley isn't intriguing. Worse yet, this was mediocre at best. I know they're capable of so much more together because their matches in the spring were great, but this was cut short for time and felt like an afterthought. Additionally, I suppose this means Banks and Bayley aren't splitting up any time soon, which is a shame.
· Bobby Roode and Titus Worldwide vs. Mojo Rawley and The Authors of Pain: Combining two storylines no one cares about and incorporating them into one match wasn't the smartest idea. This was basic filler on a go-home show for a pay-per-view none of these guys will be a part of. I'm still disappointed with how Authors of Pain have been handled on Raw since being called up earlier this year. Meanwhile, any momentum Rawley seemingly had is officially gone after now losing to Roode back-to-back weeks. I'm not complaining, but why bother building him up then?
· Andrade "Cien" Almas vs. Aiden English: Given English has cost Rusev and Lana several matches in recent weeks, it made sense for English to step up to the plate and attempt to get back at Almas. Unfortunately, he failed miserably and lost in a matter of minutes. However, the match was exactly what it needed to be, so the real reason this is in the "Low Points" column is because I remain uninterested in this program.
· Jeff Hardy vs. Shelton Benjamin: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a fairly fun match. Hardy and Benjamin have always worked well together and this was another enjoyable encounter from them. Hardy desperately needed a win after being beat down by Shinsuke Nakamura and Randy Orton for weeks on end, so it served a purpose. That said, joining the matchup in progress and then cutting to a commercial almost instantly doesn't send the strongest message about the bout being important. On a side note, I'm surprised Randy Orton has yet to be added to the United States Championship clash at SummerSlam. Nakamura vs. Hardy should be a treat, but Hardy's real beef lately has been with Orton. A Triple Threat would have been much more logical.
