Week of August 19, 2017
Match of the Week: Neville vs. Akira Tozawa: WWE Cruiserweight Championship Match - Raw, August 14
I was looking forward to this Great Balls of Fire rematch at SummerSlam, but WWE chose to hold their encounter six days early on Raw. It might have been for the better because the Boston crowd was invested in the action (which isn't the case for most Cruiserweight matches) and gave this great match the reaction it deserved. Better yet, Tozawa managed to do the unthinkable when he pinned Neville in clean fashion to clinch his first WWE Cruiserweight Championship. Yes, the title change would have meant more at SummerSlam, but it was a cool Raw moment. 

Superstar of the Week: Akira Tozawa
For months, we have been wondering who would be able to hand Neville his first one-on-one defeat since last October and take the WWE Cruiserweight Championship from him. Well, we finally found our answer in Akira Tozawa this past Monday night. As previously noted, I really liked the match they had and was not expecting Tozawa to capture the strap when he did. His championship celebration the next night on 205 Live was also well done (and well-deserved), but it remains to be seen whether he'll escape SummerSlam with the title intact. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, August 14
Currently, I don't find myself anxiously anticipating SummerSlam as much as I have in the past. Perhaps it's due to how I won't be in attendance for the event this year, but on paper, the card isn't super strong and the build-up hasn't been incredible, either. That said, I thought Raw produced a significantly better go-home show than SmackDown Live this past week. From the WWE Cruiserweight Championship changing hands to Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins reuniting at long last, it was an enjoyable episode that got me hyped for the biggest party of the summer. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Sasha Banks vs. Nia Jax: This was right behind Neville vs. Akira Tozawa as one of my favorite matches in WWE this past week. Granted, we have seen Banks vs. Jax on countless occasions this year, but they might have had their best bout to date on Monday night. The circumstances were perfect with Raw emanating from Banks' hometown of Boston and the crowd desperately wanting her to win. Jax, to her credit, also held her own and had a solid performance. Banks vs. Alexa Bliss for the Raw Women's Championship at SummerSlam was pretty predictable, but the path they took to get there was better than expected.
· Brock Lesnar, Samoa Joe, Roman Reigns and Braun Strowman: Next to the Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose angle, this has been one of my favorite storylines going in WWE for a while now. All four of these guys have an equal chance of coming out on top in that loaded Fatal 4-Way at SummerSlam and I thought this was a brilliant way of hyping up that match one final time. The brawl could have been more epic, mind you, but I loved the tease for Strowman vs. Lesnar, which you know is only inevitable.
· Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins reunite: I can not praise WWE enough for how wisely they booked this entire angle. They didn't rush the reunion between Ambrose and Rollins whatsoever, and as a result, it was a major moment when they came together on Monday night. The Boston crowd deserves credit as well for treating it like a big happening with their reaction. With Sheamus and Cesaro also playing their parts well in this feud, I'm extremely excited for the Raw Tag Team Championship match at SummerSlam, and I can see new champs being crowned.
· AJ Styles, Kevin Owens and Shane McMahon: Most fans are ready for this rivalry to wrap up, and I am, too, but this was one of the stronger segments on SmackDown Live that did a nice job of building toward their SummerSlam United States Championship match. Once again, Owens was excellent on the mic and the tension teased with Styles and Shane played off their previous history. I assume Shane will have a heavy role as the referee, but the match should be good.
· Cedric Alexander and Gran Metalik vs. Tony Nese and Drew Gulak: Stop the search parties, Gran Metalik has been spotted on 205 Live. In all seriousness, it's awesome to see him resurface at long last. He was the runner-up in the Cruiserweight Classic last summer and he vanished from WWE TV after that. Metalik is a tremendous talent and his skills were on full display in this fun tag team match. Alexander is another one on 205 Live that can be a breakout star in time, so I appreciated he was showcased in this bout as well. Nese and Gulak are so inconsistent with their wins and losses that I couldn't care less about them, but the babyfaces needed this boost of momentum.
This Week's Low Points
· Mickie James vs. Emma: These two have worked well together in the past for matches on Main Event, but it was completely out of place on Raw because neither of them have been regulars on the flagship show in ages. Emma has been begging Kurt Angle to give her a chance, yet she continues to wind up in matches where she loses. I would assume that's because she spoke out on Twitter about how she was (or wasn't) being used earlier this month. Since neither Emma nor James have received real TV time lately, the crowd sat on their hands for this encounter and it's hard to blame them. Needless to say, Emma deserves better.
· Baron Corbin's failed Money in the Bank cash-in: I'm all for switching things up every once in a while, but Corbin losing his guaranteed WWE Championship in the fluky fashion he did was absolutely asinine. He has been built up fairly well over the last year, so to lose to Jinder Mahal in under ten seconds is an embarrassment. What purpose did this serve? To add more heat to his SummerSlam match with Cena? If that was the case, it was a waste because people won't be intrigued by their matchup any more than they were before.
· The New Day vs. The Usos: While New Day and The Usos never cease to deliver quality matches, it wasn't necessary for them to clash days ahead of their SummerSlam bout. I understand it won't be the same members of New Day fighting on Sunday, but it was still virtually the same match and much tamer compared to the other installments in their series of matches. On the bright side, The Usos' victory gave them more heat heading into their SmackDown Tag Team Championship with New Day on the SummerSlam Kickoff show (though it belongs on the main card).
· Rich Swann vs. Ariya Daivari: Apparently, it was supposed to be Swann and TJP facing off in a rubber match, but TJP's "injury" kept him from competition. The match we got instead from Swann and Daivari was totally lifeless. Daivari is a decent hand in the ring, but it's pretty established by now that he's an enhancement talent. Sure, he found a way to win here, but that was solely due to TJP distracting Swann from the stage. This was a forgettable, flat match that didn't need to happen.
· Ruby Riot vs. Billie Kay: I like Kay and I really like Riot, but the timing of this match was weird. Not only was it just kind of there with nothing special about it, it took place three days before NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn III, where neither of these women will have a match on the card. NXT's women's division has come a long way from even a few months ago, but matches such as this one need more meaning. On the subject of Kay and Royce, they might benefit from a move to the main roster. That sounds strange seeing as how they haven't won gold in NXT, but they never will as long as Asuka is NXT Women's Champion. They could be useful in SmackDown Live's weak women's division.
