Week of August 1, 2015
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Seth Rollins - Raw, July 27
You're probably sick of hearing it by this point, but it's never any less true: John Cena is easily the hardest working man in WWE today and I can't help but feel like he often doesn't get the credit he deserves. Sure, I'm not thrilled over him re-entering the WWE World Heavyweight Championship picture so soon, but there's no doubt he and Seth Rollins will deliver one hell of a match at SummerSlam much like they did on Monday's Raw. I wasn't a fan of the approach to give away the match in full on TV, and although it started out slow, they definitely picked up the pace and produced an extremely exciting matchup. Cena breaking his nose following a vicious knee from Rollins was a nasty sight, but on the bright side, it went along nicely with the "going up against odds" they were trying to tell with him in this match. The ending outcome was never in doubt and I could have done without the WWE World Heavyweight Champion tapping out so quickly, but it continued the strong streak of exceptional United States Championship matches and set up their rumored SummerSlam encounter. 

Superstar of the Week: The Lucha Dragons
I've always enjoyed The Lucha Dragons since they first formed about a year ago and they did very well for themselves in NXT, but they seemed to flounder a bit upon their arrival on the main roster. They've been looked over for other tandems in the division in recent months, but no longer; the Dragons established themselves as threats to the WWE Tag Team Championship with their impressive performances this past week. Although their match with Los Matadores was nothing of note on Monday's Raw, it was encouraging to see them score the win, especially after the Matadores (somehow) beat the champions Prime Time Players the week prior. Then on SmackDown, they teamed with their adversaries to emerge victorious over The New Day and The Ascension in eight-man tag team action. Are we looking at the next set of tag champs? 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, July 27
Typically after a hot post-pay-per-view edition of Raw, the show goes back to being "the norm" the very next week. I assumed that was going to be the case after the epic brawl between Brock Lesnar and The Undertaker, but even though they weren't featured this week, the show still managed to entertain. In fact, I'd go so far as to say that it was a better well-rounded episode than the week before because it didn't focus on one central story but rather several smaller ones that were all effectively furthered. One might say they pushed the "first time ever" talk more than should have, but to an extent, they were right in advertising that show as such because it did feature many matches we have never seen before. As a result, the in-ring action on Monday's Raw was stronger than usual, in addition to the exceptional United States Championship main event between John Cena and Seth Rollins. WWE already has fans sold on the SummerSlam main event with Lesnar and 'Taker, but now it's time to start confirming the rest of the card in the weeks to come. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Randy Orton vs. Kevin Owens: Among the "first time ever" matches we witnessed this week on Raw was this bout between Orton and Owens. I was excited by just the announcement of it before the show went live because they have the potential to deliver a very strong match with the right amount of time. While their match didn't blow me away, it was still relatively solid and it was wise to protect both men with the disqualification finish. I just wish it wasn't so predictable with Sheamus on commentary. On the plus side, Cesaro's high-energy save afterward was well-received by the crowd and was another nice chapter in this feud with Owens.
· The Wyatt Family reunion: Far too often in WWE do things happen without any explanation whatsoever. It's gotten to the point where it doesn't bother me anyone; I just accept it for what it was and move forward. That said, I'm happy whenever WWE actually makes an effort to make sense of a storyline and I loved the promo Bray Wyatt and Luke Harper cut on Raw. It's logical for Wyatt to realign with Harper because of how "lost" he was without him and I'm anxious to see if Wyatt plans on recruiting anyone else right now since Erick Rowan is out with an injury.
· Paige vs. Sasha Banks: You don't need me to tell you this, but the "Divas Revolution" that's been going on as of late has been super refreshing. Giving them more time for their matches is one thing, but for the women to make the most of it and deliver the match they're capable of is what matters and Paige and Banks did just that. They work very well together and with Paige the top babyface in the division, it was a major deal for Banks to be able to beat her cleanly. Furthermore, the Banks video package that aired was well done.
· Cesaro and Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins and Kevin Owens: I'm willing to bet that whatever was planned for the main event of this week's SmackDown had to be changed following John Cena's gruesome nose injury from Raw. However, what we got instead with Ambrose thrown in the mix might have been even more entertaining. It was surreal to see four standouts from the independent scene sharing the same ring and ripping it up in the main event.
· NXT tag team division: Although NXT has been one of my favorite wrestling programs to watch for a few years now, it still has its issues with the tag team division being one of them. They took a major step in the right direction this past week by focusing almost the entire episode on tag team wrestling including a championship main event. There are several teams that are peaking my interest right now, especially the duo of Jason Jordan and Chad Gable. Those two have the potential to be one of the best teams in years if they get the proper treatment. NXT. has given us false hope before when it comes to restructuring their tag team division, so we'll see if it's for real this time.
This Week's Low Points
· Roddy Piper passes away: But we just Dusty Rhodes last month! This is so terribly tragic. I weep whenever we lose a legend, but even more so when it's a pop culture icon and one of the greatest of all-time. I was shocked by the news when it broke yesterday and it has yet to sink in. I can't believe he's gone. I'm already choking up just thinking about the beautiful video package WWE is going to put together in time for Raw on Monday, much like with Dusty. He leaves behind an incredible legacy that will never be forgotten, and without him, there likely wouldn't be a WrestleMania. Heaven just got a little bit rowdier. Thanks for the memories, Hot Rod!
· Lana, Rusev and Summer Rae: Ugh. I'll admit that their segment on Raw this week was at least slightly more entertaining than usual, but it's still the worst storyline going in WWE today. I don't blame those involved, but rather the Creative for the terrible segments they're putting together. Who honestly thought it would be a good idea to have Rusev and Summer go out there with a dog and a fish? I'm assuming the end result is a mixed tag team also featuring Dolph Ziggler, but the bleached-blonde Superstar couldn't come back any sooner. Fingers crossed he returns in time for SummerSlam.
· Los Matadores: I've been saying it for years since their re-debut, but Los Matadores are horrible. Yes, they're excellent athletes, but the stupid gimmick kills any interest I have in their matches, hence why none of the matches they were a part of this past week are featured this week. I don't care who they beat; fans simply don't take them seriously as threats to the WWE Tag Team Championship, nor should they. They'd be much better off getting rid of the masks and going back to being Primo and Epico. At least then they'd be tolerable.
· Charlotte vs. Dana Brooke: They've been building up this feud for months (albeit not consistently, but regardless), and the blow-off was a throwaway three minute match that saw the more experienced Superstar go over? It makes from a storyline standpoint to have Charlotte go over, but she doesn't benefit from it at all and Brooke's momentum takes a significant hit. Perhaps I'm speaking too soon and it's not yet over, but their outing this week did nothing to make me want to see a rematch.
· Baron Corbin squashes an enhancement talent: Mark my words: I will continue to put Corbin's matches in the "Low Points" column until something changes. We've been seeing the same thing for almost 11 months. Yeah, 11 months! Granted, he's had a few feuds along the way, but they obviously didn't do any good for him given he's right back to where he started. The fans have turned on him, which is fine if they want to go with him as a heel, but they need to give him something of note to do or take him off TV completely. I realize his matches rarely exceed 30 seconds, but that's 30 seconds they could be using to interview someone else backstage. It's a waste of airtime and a waste of everyone else's time for having to sit through it.
