Week of August 22, 2015
Match of the Week: Eight-Man Tag Team Match - SmackDown, August 20
I'm a sucker for a huge multi-man tag team match. Typically, I'm not a fan as I see it as a lazy way of furthering feuds, but when done occasionally, they can be both very effective and very fun. That was certainly the case with the main event of this week's edition of SmackDown that saw Dean Ambrose, Roman Reigns, Randy Orton and Cesaro team up for the first time ever to take on Bray Wyatt, Luke Harper, Sheamus and Kevin Owens. I also liked how it took place on SmackDown instead of on Raw because not only did it eat up a ton of television time, but it added a lot to the blue brand that normally doesn't feature anything notable. They did a very nice job of straying away from the same tired formula with their quick tags throughout that led to all hell breaking loose in the final few minutes with everyone hitting their signature spots. Yes, it's something we see in just about every big tag team match, but it's always a treat. The babyfaces picking up the momentum going into Sunday was predictable, but I enjoyed it greatly. 

Superstar of the Week: Sasha Banks
Nothing against Charlotte, who will be a major player for women's wrestling in the years to come, but Sasha Banks has the complete package. Very few people in WWE today have that essence about them that screams "star," and Banks has just that. It's also amazing to think how far she's come since I was first exposed to her on NXT over two years ago, and where she's destined to go in the years to come. This past week was yet another example of truly how great she is, contesting a very good match with Nikki Bella on Raw (that undeservedly received "We Want Lesnar" chants). With a win over the Divas champion, she's cemented herself as a contender to the gold and it might be only a matter of time before she's wearing it around her waist. However, can she walk out of Brooklyn with her NXT Women's title intact come Saturday? 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, August 17
I've been saying it for weeks on end, but WWE programming has been consistently entertaining since Battleground, specifically Raw. While Monday night's show wasn't the greatest episode in the past month, it succeeded in what it set out to do: setting up SummerSlam and selling viewers on how it could very well be a night of epic proportions. It was a relatively solid edition on the whole, but the contract signing between John Cena and Seth Rollins and Brock Lesnar's homecoming at the end of the show were what sold me on Sunday. You can trace the build to SummerSlam all the way back to right after WrestleMania 31. Even if you haven't been enjoying Raw from week to week as much as I have been, you must give credit where credit is due: WWE has done a terrific job of making this event feel as special as possible. With the current card on tap, it has all the potential in the world to be one of the best shows in recent memory. At four hours long, here's hoping WWE makes good use of the time by giving each match the spotlight it deserves. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Brock Lesnar's homecoming: Never before have I seen Lesnar so happy. I'd have a smile that big, too, if my job was to wrestle a few times a year for a large payback! In all seriousness, the reaction he received in his hometown of Minneapolis on Monday was glorious as was Paul Heyman's subsequent promo about how he is going to retire The Undertaker on Sunday. Speaking of whom, it was interesting that he took Lesnar down with a low blow yet again, leading many to believe that WWE might indeed be going full-fledged heel with him. I guess we'll have to wait until Sunday to find out the answer to that, but I'm officially intrigued.
· John Cena and Seth Rollins contract signing: Is it just me or does Cena always turn it up a notch on the Raw before SummerSlam every single year? This was another strong promo from him and Rollins' gloating promo was also quite good. The part that peaked my interest was his mention of how if he wins Sunday, then he will tie Ric Flair's record of 16 world championships won. It took them long enough to bring it up, but what I loved about it was the tie-in to how Flair was Triple H's mentor and now HHH is the mentor of Rollins, so the pressure is on.
· Randy Orton and Cesaro vs. Sheamus and Kevin Owens: We got something similar in the aforementioned eight-man tag team match on SmackDown, but this was still a very nice tag match for Raw. All four competitors have such great chemistry together that it made for a highly entertaining affair and served as a pleasant preview of what we're store for come the pay-per-view. Cesaro's over-the-top-rope botch toward the end and Owens' blocking of the RKO botch were fairly noticeable, but didn't ruin the quality of the match. The babyfaces winning might mean we're in for a heel-heavy SummerSlam.
· Roman Reigns vs. Luke Harper: We've seen this match a handful of times in the past, but I always enjoy watching them work together because they're incapable of producing a bad match. Harper is such an underrated worker, so I was glad he got as much offense as he did over Reigns before taking the loss. This tag team feud has been very well done so far and I'm looking forward to the chaotic brawl they're bound to have.
· Finn Balor and Kevin Owens: First and foremost, Owens' promo bashing the fans at Full Sail University and calling them the "John Cena of wrestling fans" was hysterical. It's not that I hate Full Sail because I love their enthusiasm, but it was pretty petty of them to be booing Brooklyn every time it was mentioned because they won't be getting the show for once. I'm glad Owens made mention of that and he was the perfect person to get the boos from the audience. Other than that, there wasn't much said from either him or Balor that made me even more excited than I already was for their Ladder match at TakeOver, but it was a simple segment and both guys played their parts well.
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev vs. Mark Henry: For the third consecutive week, leading the "Low Points" column is none other than Rusev vs. Henry from Raw this week. And no, just because Dolph Ziggler returned afterward doesn't mean this "match" is off the hook. It demonstrates lazy booking from the writing team that they couldn't give us anything different from what we've already seen the last two weeks. I hate to sound like a broken record, but it's saddening to see Henry in the role he's currently in. He's a former World Heavyweight Champion, dammit! A win over him should mean something, but instead, he's been reduced to being Rusev's whipping boy each week. Sigh.
· Becky Lynch vs. Tamina: This wasn't a terrible match and in fact, it was better than I thought it'd be. However, it exposed Tamina as a below average worker. She and Namoi have good chemistry together as a team, but unless she's off the side and not wrestling in the bodyguard role, she should stay out of the ring. Not even Lynch could get a decent match out of her, and the crowd couldn't have cared less about it. What's worse is that there are several other better wrestlers than her in the division right now that aren't being used at all, such as Emma and Natalya.
· Dolph Ziggler and Lana: As happy as I am to see Ziggler back following a lengthy absence from programming, I can't bear to see him and Lana together anymore. They have zero chemistry together and all of their promos feel forced, including the one on SmackDown this week. On the plus side, now that he's returned, that means we're one step closer to him wrapping up his horrendous feud with Rusev and Summer Rae. The acting has been awful and I am desperate to see everyone involved in this atrocious angle move on to something new, especially Ziggler and Rusev whose talent has gone to waste.
· The New Day vs. Los Matadores: I know I said in my SmackDown review for this week that I didn't mind this match much and that I enjoyed it to an extent, but it was intended to build toward the Fatal 4-Way WWE Tag Team Championship match at SummerSlam and it failed in that regard. Yes, it was a guilty pleasure of mine seeing El Torito getting destroyed by Big E, but the tag team division is still depleted beyond New Day.
· NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn build: A majority of the build for TakeOver these last few months has been well done, but they dropped the boat on hyping it up on Wednesday's go-home show. The bookend segments with the contract signing between Sasha Banks and Bayley and the confrontation between Kevin Owens and Finn Balor were strong, but everything else in between fell flat. The excessive amount of squash matches reminded me of NXT in its early stages back in 2012 which was fine, but why do that before a big event? It didn't hinder my excitement level for the show by any means and I'm still pumped for it, but Wednesday's episode felt like a missed opportunity to me.
