Week of August 22, 2020

Match of the Week:
Bayley and Sasha Banks vs. Asuka and Shayna Baszler (Raw, August 17)
Bayley and Asuka are involved in my "Match of the Week" for the second straight week, but not because this bout was anything amazing. Rather, nothing else on WWE TV came close to being as must-see (and that includes NXT). That said, this was a well-wrestled tag team affair that successfully furthered Asuka's feud with Bayley and Sasha Banks. I hated the Nia Jax's interference and how her brawling with Shayna Baszler didn't result in an immediate disqualification, but the action was entertaining and Baszler tapping out Bayley was a pleasant surprise. She desperately needed a victory of that caliber. 

Superstar of the Week:
Pat McAfee
I didn't expect to dig Pat McAfee's promo on Wednesday's NXT as much as I did. Then again, he does host his own podcast and is a notorious trash talker, so I probably should have known better. Nonetheless, he came off very well in his face-off with Adam Cole and was more of a natural on the mic than most recruits currently at the Performance Center. Whether or not his upcoming clash with Cole delivers or not remains to be seen (I assume it will at least be half-decent), but McAfee deserves credit for the excellent part he's played in the build to this bout. 

Show of the Week:
Friday Night SmackDown, August 21
NXT was a solid go-home show and Raw was downright deplorable at certain points (specifically in that first hour), whereas SmackDown was the only WWE show this week that was consistently enjoyable in my opinion. Part of that might have been because it marked the much-talked-about debut of WWE ThunderDome and the show automatically benefited from the fresh environment. There were a slew of pay-per-view-worthy matches to boot including AJ Styles vs. Jeff Hardy, Big E vs. Sheamus, and Cesaro and Shinsuke Nakamura vs. The Lucha House Party.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Rey and Dominik Mysterio attack Seth Rollins and Murphy: I find myself looking forward to Dominik's debut against Rollins at SummerSlam more than most matches on the card. They've built it up extremely well and this was an excellent final angle ahead of the pay-per-view on Sunday. It's going to be a big deal when Rey and Dominik get to finally team up eventually. As for Rollins and Murphy, they've been playing their roles remarkably well throughout this entire story.
· WWE ThunderDome debut: Man, what a difference a change of scenery can make. I didn't find the Performance Center to be as awful of a venue as some did and it served its purpose, but the bigger arenas with pyros and elaborate entrances were sorely missed. SmackDown was a strong show on Friday night largely because of the atmosphere. Of course, it has its fair share of flaws, but I hope they're just growing pains that will be worked out in time.
· AJ Styles vs. Jeff Hardy: Although this wasn't the barn-burner I was hoping for from these two, it was enjoyable enough to make the "Highlights" column. They worked the injury angle, but it never reached that next gear. The finish made sense in that Styles' attack on Hardy ultimately backfired and cost him the Intercontinental Championship. If nothing else, it was a nice moment for Hardy to win a title after everything he's been through in the last year.
· NXT's show-closing brawl: Velveteen Dream vs. Finn Balor was a perfectly competent (albeit a slightly disappointing) main event, but the brawl featuring all the combatants in the NXT North American Championship Ladder match at TakeOver XXX was a hot way to close the show. I'm sure the live audience would have eaten this up if, you know, there actually was one. Bronson Reed standing tall over his upcoming opponents to end the night was a pleasant surprise.
· Isiah "Swerve" Scott and Breezango vs. Legado del Fantasma: I was expecting this to end in a win for the babyfaces so Scott could earn himself a shot at the NXT Cruiserweight Championship at TakeOver XXX, but no such luck. From an in-ring standpoint, this was an absolute blast. Everyone had their time to shine and I liked how they kept things moving at a frantic pace. Legado del Fantasma continue to be booked like stars with a string of strong wins.
· Jake Atlas vs. Tony Nese: It's rare I put 205 Live matches into the "Highlights" column nowadays due to how the show hasn't featured much of importance in recent months, but most of the matches are well wrestled and this encounter was especially entertaining. Atlas is a fresh face to have on the show and I liked that he picked up the victory. They worked well together, so I'm all for them having a rematch. Considering Nese attacked Atlas afterward, I assume that's the plan.
This Week's Low Points
· Randy Orton attacks Shawn Michaels: Michaels' promo at the end of Raw was pretty good and I loved his interaction earlier in the evening with Drew McIntyre backstage, but Orton attacking him for the sake of "killing" another legend was completely pointless. They should have saved the stuff with Ric Flair for this go-home show. I don't think I would've had as big of a problem with this if Michaels didn't no-sell Orton's punt kick. That's put people on the shelf, but he got up immediately.
· Zelina Vega revealed as poisoning Montez Ford: This whole storyline has been stupid from the start. It was obvious that Vega was the one who poisoned Ford a few weeks ago, so I'm not sure why they teased that it could have been anyone else. I also don't know how they expected this to add to the feud. I don't myself looking forward to the Raw Tag Team Championship match at SummerSlam any more than I was before. It just felt like a giant waste of time.
· Natalya vs. Mickie James: I'd be lying if I said that I cared about this feud, but it was pretty crappy for these two to only be given a few minutes. It was clearly designed to be a backdrop for what was happening at ringside with Seth Rollins and Samoa Joe, so they never had a chance. The count-out finish was even worse. James has been gone for over a year, so it's a shame that she had to come back and be treated like a total afterthought in a pointless program with Natalya and Lana.
· 24/7 Championship: I don't know how many times I have to say this, but the 24/7 Championship has got to go. It's more of a hindrance to Raw nowadays than anything else. It's been passed around between R-Truth, Akira Tozawa and Shelton Benjamin for weeks now, and although I was mildly interested when Cedric Alexander won the title, it wasn't long before he lost it right back to Benjamin. I fail to see what any of this stuff is supposed to accomplish.
· "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt interrupted Mr. McMahon: The Fiend's entrance in the ThunderDome looks incredible, but I hated how they wasted all that time on him walking to the ring only for Braun Strowman to come out before The Fiend could attack McMahon. In that case, they should have had the lights go out and The Fiend appear when they came back on instead of doing what they did. Then again, I guess attacking McMahon would've made The Fiend a babyface.
· The Lucha House Party teasing tension: Well, this was random. Kalisto returned to SmackDown a week ago and there didn't appear to be any issues between him and the rest of Lucha House Party. However, after Gran Metalik and Lince Dorado failed to win the SmackDown Tag Team Championship, Kalisto showed some heel tendencies and argued with them. It came out of nowhere and I'm not sure why he'd be upset over one loss when they've been on a bit of a roll recently.
