Week of August 26, 2017
Match of the Week: Brock Lesnar vs. Roman Reigns vs. Samoa Joe vs. Braun Strowman: Universal Championship Fatal 4-Way Match - SummerSlam, August 20
There was no match at SummerSlam I was looking forward to more than the Universal Championship Fatal 4-Way match, and after all the heavy hype, it absolutely lived up to the lofty expectations. It was pure pandemonium from bell to bell as Brock Lesnar, Roman Reigns, Samoa Joe and Braun Strowman tore each other apart and the Brooklyn crowd ate up every second of it. Strowman especially was made out to look super strong despite the defeat, and Lesnar narrowly escaped with his title intact. In my opinion, this main event salvaged SummerSlam. 

Superstar of the Week: Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins
I've said it before and I'll say it again: The Shield reunion with Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins has been one of my favorite storylines in WWE this summer. They gradually built to a point where the crowd exploded when they finally came together, and at SummerSlam, the friends-turned-foes-turned-friends were on the same page against Raw Tag Team Champions Sheamus and Cesaro. The match was such a blast and culminated with Rollins and Ambrose emerging victorious as the new champs before knocking off The Hardy Boyz on Raw the next night. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn III, August 19
WWE's SummerSlam weekend produced a lot of good shows, but none were better than NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn III on Saturday night. Of course, every installment of TakeOver has been stellar since 2014, but this was easily among the best of them with an incredibly stacked card, two title changes and a major debut following the main event. To boot, the Brooklyn crowd was electric all night long, and I find myself anxiously awaiting the day I can watch the event back in its entirety. The future of NXT looks bright with the current crop of talent they have at their disposal. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Adam Cole debuts: It's been heavily rumored since the start of the year that Cole was NXT bound, and when he didn't show up at TakeOver: Chicago back in May, it only made sense for him to surface at TakeOver: Brooklyn III. Sure enough, he arrived shortly after Drew McIntyre's NXT Championship triumph, along with his Ring of Honor buddies Kyle O'Reilly and Bobby Fish. There were rumblings that an ROH faction was about to be born in NXT, so I'm thrilled that's coming to fruition after all. Cole is the perfect replacement for Bobby Roode as the black-and-yellow brand's top heel and he'll be wearing that title before long.
· Asuka vs. Ember Moon: WWE has built up Asuka so well that any match of hers feels special. That was certainly the case at TakeOver: Brooklyn III as Moon came close on several occasions to beating her for the first time. Every nearfall was suspenseful and it resulted in an extremely exciting match. With Asuka's win, she remains undefeated, but as of this writing, Asuka is no longer NXT Women's Champion after relinquishing the title at this past week's NXT TV taping. In other words, expect to see her on the main roster fairly soon.
· The New Day vs. The Usos: I was mildly upset before SummerSlam that this match was being bumped to the Kickoff show, but I was even more upset afterward considering it was one of the best bouts of the night. Obviously, these two tandems work wonderfully together and their latest encounter was exceptional as expected. Just when you thought it was over, the contest continued, and the fans in attendance were on the edge of their seat throughout. Ultimately, it was The Usos who secured the victory, becoming two-time SmackDown Tag Team Champions in the process.
· AJ Styles vs. Kevin Owens: By this point, we've pretty much seen it all from Styles and Owens as opponents, and while both of their bouts this week were more of the same, I thoroughly enjoyed each of them. Sure, Shane McMahon as the special guest referee led to some shenanigans, but Styles maintaining possession of the United States Champion was what needed to happen. Now, Owens can move on to a program with Shane and Styles can feud with Baron Corbin.
· Bobby Roode debuts: After Roode lost the NXT Championship at TakeOver: Brooklyn III, it was merely a matter of when and not if he would be called up to the main roster. That said, I didn't expect it to be so soon, but I'm not complaining. Roode probably should have been on Raw or SmackDown Live from the get-go, but his NXT run only bolstered his already impressive resume. His debut on SmackDown this past Tuesday was nothing short of stellar as he defeated Aiden English in decisive fashion before proclaiming that he was about to make the blue brand "glorious." It will be interesting to see how he fares as a babyface given he was so great as a heel.
· Neville vs. Akira Tozawa: Their match on the SummerSlam Kickoff show was fun, but their rematch on 205 Live might have been the strongest in their series this summer. The crowd was actually invested in the action in a 205 Live match for a change and the finish was fantastic as it played off what we saw from them at the end of their SummerSlam outing.
This Week's Low Points
· Big Show vs. Big Cass: I figured this match would be a train wreck going into SummerSlam, but I didn't think it would end up being as bad as it was. Good god, this was beyond boring. Show and Cass simply don't gel as well together as Show did with Braun Strowman earlier this year, and that might be because Cass isn't ready for this prominent push just yet. Enzo Amore escaping the shark cage defeated the whole purpose of the stipulation, even if he didn't technically get involved in the match. Thankfully, Cass won clean as he should have, but it almost doesn't matter seeing as how he suffered an injury less than 24 hours later on Raw.
· Randy Orton vs. Rusev: With so many matches on the card for SummerSlam, one of them was bound to be cut for time. To be honest, Orton vs. Rusev wasn't a terrible choice since no one was looking forward to it anyway, but I still hated how they did it. Rusev attacked Orton from behind during his entrance, and as soon as the bell rang, Rusev was beaten in under ten seconds. I don't use this word often, but that was a complete burial of the Bulgarian brute. There has been some speculation that Rusev has quit WWE and I wouldn't blame him.
· Beach balls: Last year at SummerSlam, the Brooklyn crowd (and I was a part of it) nearly ruined Finn Balor vs. Seth Rollins for me by constantly chanting for the damn Universal Championship belt. This year, they started passing around beach balls during a few of the matches at SummerSlam (before Cesaro shut that down in amazing fashion). Sadly, the trend continued on Monday's Raw. I understand that everyone pays money to do what they want at WWE events, but that's a slap in the face to the performers in my opinion. I hope that doesn't become a thing going forward.
· Finn Balor vs. Jason Jordan: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a perfectly fine match, but it lacked meaning beyond Jordan wanting to prove himself as a competitor. In such a short span of time, Jordan has already cooled off considerably, and his latest losses at SummerSlam and on Raw haven't helped matters. So far, fans haven't been given a reason to care about him beyond being Kurt Angle's long-lost son. Here's hoping he finds his way on the roster in the near future.
· Nia Jax vs. Emma: While I realize Jax is WWE's pet project and they want her to do well, her victories shouldn't always come at the expense of Emma, who is infinitely better than Jax is but isn't as big. On the bright side, Emma is getting more television time out of this "Give Emma a Chance" storyline, but she is losing every single time she's in that ring and the matches aren't competitive in the slightest. I can't fathom why Emma is being labeled as a loser when she has so much to offer to the women's division on Raw. Maybe this leads to her signing with SmackDown Live where she'll be appreciated, but I assume there is no endgame in mind for this and WWE is wasting her for the sake of it.
· Jack Gallagher and The Brian Kendrick: I largely haven't minded this feud, but this 205 Live segment went off the rails when Gallagher was confronted by a clown. You know that's how Vince McMahon actually sees Gallagher and not as the star he is. Their No Disqualification match next week should be good, but other than the table spot, this was not a great way of getting there.
