Week of August 29, 2015
Match of the Week: Sasha Banks vs. Bayley - NXT TakeOver, August 22
In all honesty, there really isn't anything I can write here that will do this match justice and after watching it for yourself, you should know exactly why it earns the award for Match of the Week this week. It eclipsed anything else on the (amazing) NXT TakeOver special in Brooklyn. Hell, it was better than anything on the SummerSlam card or anything on Raw the next night. While it deserved to close the show, I wasn't upset it didn't; I was just elated to have witnessed one of, if not the greatest women's match in WWE history in person. And if you disagree with that, find me a better bout from the ladies in the company's illustrious history that had the same sensational energy, build-up, emotion and storytelling that Sasha Banks vs. Bayley did. Sure, I could be biased because I was in the Barclays Center to witness it live, but most people I've talked to since then seem to agree that it was quite the spectacle. Both Banks and Bayley are incredible talents and put together a match that brought a tear to my eye while watching it back the other day. Stellar stuff all around. 

Superstar of the Week: The New Day
Only in wrestling can a group go from being absolutely deplorable to being the best thing going in a matter of months. The New Day has been a prime example of that, as they were easily the worst act in all of WWE at the start of the year. Whoever thought that it would work as a babyface shtick was obviously out of their mind (I'm looking at you, Vince McMahon), but they've been thriving as heels since turning back in April. As much as I love the Prime Time Players, it was odd they took the WWE Tag Team Championship off them in the first place considering how hot they were at the time, but now that they've maintained their momentum, it made sense for them to regain the gold at SummerSlam. Follow that up with a win over The Lucha Dragons on Raw and a pending rivalry with The Dudley Boyz and the future is bright for The New Day. 

Show of the Week: NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn, August 22
You could say NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn, SummerSlam or Raw was the Show of the Week and you wouldn't be wrong. They were all exceptional. Even SmackDown produced an above-average episode this week! I maintain that Monday's Raw was the best edition so far this year considering everything that occurred: the returns of The Dudley Boyz and Sting, Jon Stewart making an appearance, Braun Strowman's WWE debut, and more. I was in the building for SummerSlam and NXT TakeOver, and while I thoroughly enjoyed both shows, I have to give the edge to TakeOver. SummerSlam was relatively solid on the whole, but it had its flaws here and there and most fans walked away disappointed with the close of the show (although I personally didn't mind it much). On the other hand, TakeOver was the perfect show and there was very little if anything wrong with it. All the matches delivered, the right people went over in each matchup, and the night featured the greatest women's match in WWE history. To me, there's no doubt it was the highlight of the weekend. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Undertaker vs. Brock Lesnar: This was the match I was hoping we would get between the two at WrestleMania 30. Their initial encounter on the grand stage was incredibly disappointing, especially considering how great their chemistry was over a decade earlier. This match, however, was the complete opposite and I loved how it felt more like a fight than a wrestling match, which is why their brawl on Raw last month worked so well. They took the fight to each other and held the crowd's interest the entire time. As for the finish, I can see why fans would be frustrated, but at least the build to the next match should be special even if I don't care to see another rematch.
· John Cena vs. Seth Rollins: An excellent match from Cena and Rollins? Surprise, surprise! I've always enjoyed the in-ring chemistry they've had together, but this was undoubtedly their best bout to date. Again, it might have been because I was there to witness it live, but the energy in the arena during this match was unreal. Rollins came off like an absolute star and it was unlike any of their previous encounters. Of course, there are those that weren't content with the conclusion, but I thought it was a cool little twist that no one could have ever anticipated.
· Sting returns: There have been rumblings for a while that Sting was due back any day now, and while I was secretly pulling for an appearance from him at SummerSlam so I could see him in person, we ended up getting him at the end of Raw the subsequent night, which was the next best thing. His shocking return during the unveiling of Seth Rollins' grand statue was a hot close to the show and got plenty of fans talking going into Night of Champions. Does it make any sense? No, but I'm still excited for the matchup, anyway. Hopefully they can attempt to explain the logic gaps next week on Raw.
· The Dudley Boyz return: They're baaaaaack! Words can't describe how happy I was to hear their music hit on Raw this week to the roar of the crowd. I've been wanting to see them return for months now, but the best part about it was that it was kept a secret. How often is that the case in wrestling nowadays? With them back in the fold, I look forward to seeing business start to pick up in the tag team division.
· Braun Strowman debuts: Woah! This guy is a total monster. I remember him from his days as a "rosebud" in NXT, but aside from that, I know very little about him. I'm not sure if that's a good thing or a bad thing, because it means that I have zero clue how well he can work because he never went through NXT (despite being signed for some time now). I enjoyed the two tag team matches between Bray Wyatt and Luke Harper and Roman Reigns and Dean Ambrose at SummerSlam and on Raw, respectively, but the arrival of Strowman peaked my interest. It will inject new life into the rivalry for sure, but now the question is who will end up joining the former Shield members in their war against the Wyatts.
This Week's Low Points
· Team PCB vs. Team Bella vs. Team B.A.D.: As has been the case for the past month, I appreciated how the women were given more time than they have been in the past on pay-per-view, but with there being nine women involved, it was too much of a mess. It's not that there were any noticeable botches, but what reason did the fans have to care? It's been all about the faction wars for weeks, and with everyone trading wins, this match was mostly meaningless. For example, Lynch picking up the win for her team was a pleasant surprise, but having her pin Brie Bella was a head-scratcher. Why not have her beat the Divas Champion so she can earn a shot at the title?
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Rusev: This was another case where the match itself was well-wrestled, but it was by far the worst bout on the entire SummerSlam card. They work well together, but the feud is too dead for me or anyone else to care about the matches. Similar to the previous match, there wasn't anything on the line, so that didn't help matters. The only thing it had going for it was that I hoped it would be the blow-off of the feud, but apparently not with it ending in a double count-out. Does anyone honestly want to see it continue?
· 'Miz TV': Holy crap was this awful. I don't want anyone to think that I'm being too hard on the women (insert your own sex joke here), as I don't blame them per se as much as do Creative for not giving them anything substantial storyline wise. As I discussed above, the fans don't have any incentive to invest in this "Diva Revolution" because all it's been about so far has been the ladies trading wins week after week. Team PCB came across as so staged in this segment, and worse yet, they were made to look bad when The Miz told them to shut their mouths and they complied. Ugh.
· Eva Marie vs. Carmella: As you could probably tell, this was not a good week for the women. Eva Marie's in-ring skills are coming along well albeit very slowly, so she's still very much a work in progress. Whose bright idea was it to put her against Carmella? Sure, she received some cheers from the Brooklyn crowd, but not enough to justify putting her against an equally green Eva Marie.
· Big Show: It's well-established that I'm no Big Show fan, and don't think I'm being biased by putting him in the "Low Points" column. Rather, the booking of Big Show this past week was just plain bizarre. His involvement in the Triple Threat Intercontinental Championship match at SummerSlam was passable, but I didn't understand why everyone, babyfaces and heels alike, took turns ganging up on him on Raw. Then, days later on SmackDown, he knocked out his partner Rusev, seemingly signaling a babyface turn for The World's Largest Athlete. Is this his 3949394039th face turn or his 3948934034th? I lost track. He'd benefit from some time away from TV because WWE clearly has nothing for him right now.
