Week of August 5, 2017
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Shinsuke Nakamura: WWE Championship No. 1 Contender's Match - SmackDown Live, August 1
Did you ever think we would see John Cena vs. Shinsuke Nakamura on WWE TV, let alone for the opportunity to contend for the WWE Championship at SummerSlam against Jinder Mahal? Many questioned the move to rush into this dream match, but ultimately, they did not disappoint in delivering an epic encounter that had the live crowd on their feet the entire time. It very easily could have gone either way, which is what added to the excitement of it. I assumed Cena was a surefire pick to win, so Nakamura's clean victory was a pleasant surprise, to say the least. 

Superstar of the Week: Johnny Gargano
It's been a number of months since we last saw Johnny Gargano wrestle in an NXT ring, but as he stated a few weeks back, it's time for him to become Johnny Wrestling again. He lived up to that promise in his return to the ring on NXT this past week as he did battle with Cruiserweight Classic competitor Raul Mendoza. Although Mendoza had an impressive outing, Gargano did everything in his power to thwart his offense and put him away with a modified armbar. If this performance was any indication, Gargano is ready to take NXT by storm. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, August 1
Two weeks in a row now that SmackDown Live has produced a strong show, making me think that the blue brand is beginning to regain the momentum it lost a few months back. I don't want to jump to conclusions just yet, but it certainly looks like SmackDown is well on its way to becoming the superior show again. Meanwhile, Raw has been better more often than not as of late, but this week's installment wasn't too stellar. Outside of the opening segment and the Triple Threat match, the three hours were a bit of a bore, but at least the SummerSlam hype has been well done thus far. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman vs. Samoa Joe: I was glad this match was advertised one week in advance because it was easily the best bout on the entire episode of Raw. While these three are slated to face off in the Fatal 4-Way at SummerSlam, adding Brock Lesnar into the mix will completely change the dynamic of the matchup, so I was fine with this serving as a sneak peek of the anticipated title match. The crowd was engaged in the action and Reigns, Strowman and Joe all had strong showings. Some have taken exception to Joe eating the defeat, but it did lead to a nice momentum boost for Reigns.
· Kurt Angle, Brock Lesnar and Paul Heyman: First and foremost, it was cool to hear Angle get a great pop from his hometown crowd when he kicked off Raw, and he did a solid job of running down what was on tap for the show. Then, things heated up as Lesnar and Heyman confronted him and promised to quit WWE if Lesnar loses the Universal Championship at SummerSlam. This was after Jon Jones challenged Lesnar to a fight in UFC days earlier. Regardless of whether they legitimately leave, this was a hell of a hook.
· The Hardy Boyz vs. Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows: Yes, we've seen these two teams do battle a handful of times in the past, but they always work well together, so I can't complain. Not only was it an enjoyable matchup, it allowed The Hardy Boyz to pick up a victory for the first time in recent memory as well as further their feud with The Revival by brawling with them afterward. I appreciated that Anderson and Gallows weren't afterthoughts, either, so it looks like we'll be in for a No. 1 Contender's Triple Threat tag team match at SummerSlam. That could be a ton of fun.
· AJ Styles vs. Kevin Owens: Aside from the weak finish with Owens' shoulders clearly not being down on the mat, this was a wonderful match from Styles and Owens. The pace was exciting and a vast improvement over their outing at Battleground. I understand why some people would want this rivalry to end after almost four months, but if their SummerSlam encounter is as excellent as this was, I'll be looking forward to seeing what they can produce.
· Rusev vs. Chad Gable: Everyone was wondering what was next for Gable after his tag team partner Jason Jordan went to Raw, and this was a phenomenal performance. It was also a perfect example of how someone can gain something even in defeat. He may have fallen short versus Rusev, but he took the fight to the former United States Champion and came close to emerging victorious on a few occasions. Rusev needed the win coming off his embarrassing defeat to John Cena at Battleground, and now he shifts his focus to Randy Orton. Sure, it's a fresh feud, but will it really reinvigorate Orton's extremely stagnant character? I guess only time will tell.
· Aleister Black vs. Kyle O'Reilly: O'Reilly's NXT arrival was a long time coming, and he couldn't have had a better debut match on the brand. Sure, he came out on the losing end, but only after putting forth an exceptional effort and giving Black his toughest test to date.
This Week's Low Points
· Big Cass vs. Big Show: I was digging this feud since it started and I still think it has potential, but their first-ever one-on-one encounter on Raw might as well have soured me on the whole thing. I held out hope that WWE closing out Raw with this match meant something big (no pun intended) was planned, but no such luck. Instead, we were treated to a lackluster matchup with an anticlimactic finish with Enzo Amore getting Show disqualified. By the way, what is Enzo's role in all of this? Is he a heel or face? Because he certainly acts like the former. I assume a rematch is in the works for SummerSlam, but the question is whether anyone will care.
· Bayley vs. Nia Jax: There was a time where Bayley could get good matches out of Jax, but those days are seemingly long gone. I haven't been overly impressed with any of their matches on the main roster and this was no exception. Obviously, the bout taking place so late in the night didn't help matters because the crowd sat on their hands for it, but Bayley really should have won decisively. Jax isn't doing much of note at the moment and could have afforded to lose by pinfall to the No. 1 contender to the Raw Women's Championship.
· Bray Wyatt promo: I like the idea of a feud between Wyatt and Balor because of their similar personas, and it will be a sweet visual when Wyatt comes face-to-face with The Demon, but this promo from Wyatt attempting to explain his beef with Balor was as generic as every other promo he has ever cut. His delivery is amazing, but his words lack substance. Wyatt has been directionless for so long that it's difficult to invest in him as a character, so perhaps Balor will bring something out of him that Wyatt's past rivals haven't been able to. That's the hope, anyway.
· Elias vs. Kalisto: I'm slowly but surely becoming a fan of Elias (Samson is no more) and I've been pleasantly surprised by how he's been handled on the main roster so far. He won both of his mini-feuds with Dean Ambrose and Finn Balor, but now he doesn't have a solid direction heading into SummerSlam. I liked that WWE wanted to have him wrestle in his hometown of Pittsburgh on Raw, but this match with Kalisto was pretty dead. Kalisto should be with the Cruiserweights.
· Sami Zayn vs. Aiden English: I assumed this would be an easy win for Zayn to allow him to continue building momentum, but shockingly enough, English scored the upset victory in clean fashion. Apparently, officials plan on pushing English, though I personally see Zayn as a bigger priority. Then, Mike and Maria Kanellis emerged, indicating that their feud with Zayn is not yet over. Essentially, what I'm asking is, why would fans get excited about another Zayn vs. Kanellis match when it's been well-documented that they're both losers? WWE just doesn't know what they want to do with either of them at the moment, and as a result, their talent isn't being properly utilized whatsoever.
· Fashion Files: I enjoy Breezango and their silly antics more often than not, but this was a waste of time. Weren't they supposed to reveal the identity of their attackers at Battleground two weeks ago? Whatever happened to that? This merely killed time and accomplished nothing.
