Week of December 12, 2015
Match of the Week: Fatal 4-Way Elimination Tag Team Match - Raw, December 7
I immediately prepared for the worst when Raw opened with the League of Nations on Monday night, but I went from being bored to excited in a matter of moments when The Wyatt Family interrupted them. This led to a 16-man Fatal 4-Way Elimination tag team match also involving the ECW Originals and Roman Reigns and his crew in what was probably the most loaded tag team match in WWE history. What a way to kick off Raw, I thought. Granted, the rest of the three hours dragged miserably, but this unprecedented matchup to open the night was definitely a welcomed change of pace. The order of eliminations was questionable, but that's merely nitpicking. It ate up a bunch of TV time and started the show on a hot note. The bad news? It forced WWE to put everyone in the match on the show again later in the night. Sigh. 

Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
Even Roman Reigns' biggest detractors have to agree with me when I say that he undoubtedly had the most impressive week of anyone in the last seven days. WWE has had a problem with making most of the roster feel special, and although Reigns doesn't come across like a "star" just yet, he's at least being booked more consistently than anyone else at the moment. His hot week kicked off at the start of Raw when he led his team to victory in the 16-man Fatal 4-Way Elimination tag team match before leaving Sheamus lying later in the evening. SmackDown wasn't much different, as The Big Dog secured a non-title victory against United States Champion Alberto Del Rio by way of disqualification in addition to decimating the League of Nations in the eight-man tag team main event. Momentum is definitely on his side as TLC looms large. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, December 9
Another week goes by and I'm still not convinced good times are ahead for WWE programming. Not to sound like a pessimist, but what we've been seeing lately hasn't given me any hope that WWE has the slightest clue where they're even planning on going with through the next few months. They're simply booking on a week-to-week basis from what it seems, trying to get by. Thankfully, my new slogan of "If Raw underwhelms, wait until Wednesday" proved to be true once again this week with an enjoyable edition of NXT. It wasn't all-around amazing since it featured three squashes matches and two decent tag team matches, but it only enhanced my excitement for NXT TakeOver: London next week, which has all the makings of an extraordinary event. TLC might exceed expectations, but I'm more pumped for that show than anything else. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kevin Owens vs. Dolph Ziggler: I don't know if I would have given this match as much time as it received, but it's hard to complain about a lengthy, competitive contest. With Owens on offense for a majority of the matchup, it made Ziggler's hope spots down the stretch mean more as a result. As I've said before, it's a shame Ziggler has been devalued as much as he has in the past year because otherwise this would be an exciting feud. I also liked how Tyler Breeze was at ringside for the match but he didn't factor into the finish at all. I'll rant about that rivalry a bit more in the "Low Points" section, but I appreciated how the feud was furthered on Raw.
· 'Miz TV': Yes, part of it is because it's the holiday season and I'm being generous, but I mainly included this in the "Highlights" section because WWE was so low on positives this week. First and foremost, I walked away from this segment more confused than I was going in. Who's the heel here? Charlotte? Paige? The Miz? Ric Flair? It messed with my mind. But what I will say I was glad the women were given the platform to progress their program. The mic work didn't light the world on fire, but it was better than nothing.
· Rhyno returns: This wasn't a total shocker, but it was really cool to see Rhyno back on Raw this week. I had my money on either him or Rob Van Dam returning to side with The Dudley Boyz and Tommy Dreamer and ultimately it was the one who was already signed to NXT. Like Dreamer, he looks great for a guy his age and had a fun little showing in the opening blockbuster tag team match. The mini-showdown with Roman Reigns was cool as well. I don't think his main roster run is permanent and he may only be around until this Wyatt Family feud is over, but I'll enjoy it while it lasts.
· The New Day vs. The Lucha Dragons: There wasn't much about Raw and SmackDown that I enjoyed this week, but the two matches between New Day and the Dragons were treats. They work well together and it's great the Dragons are finally getting their due in the form of big back-to-back wins. Granted, it can be argued it came a few months too late, but the victories did them wonders going into the Ladder match at TLC.
· Finn Balor and Apollo Crews vs. Samoa Joe and Baron Corbin: This has been said countless times in the past, but WWE should really be taking notes from their own developmental system, NXT. They know how to build feuds so well in a way that I actually care about them. What a concept! And when they do tag team matches that further multiple rivalries at once, it works and doesn't feel overdone. That was the case with this contest. It wasn't an instant classic, but all four competitors produced a solid main event matchup. More importantly, it featured the right finish with the heels going over strong. Both bouts are guaranteed to deliver in London, a show that I've been excited for since the moment it was announced.
This Week's Low Points
· Sheamus and Roman Reigns brawl: I'm sorry, but this feud just isn't working. I know that was evident from the moment it began at Survivor Series, but seeing these two in the ring together and cutting back-and-forth promos in recent weeks has been absolute torture. I would have been fine if they left the build for their TLC match at the Raw opener, but then they had to have that horrendous segment at the end of the show. Tater tots? Really? Who writes this garbage? Worse yet, the brawl was pretty paint-by-numbers and did nothing to get me hyped for their title clash. It ended yet another atrocious Raw on a sour note. Please, please don't let this go until the Royal Rumble.
· Ryback vs. Rusev: After their match last week fell flat, WWE decided to correct the problem by... holding a rematch? Huh? This encounter wasn't much better and the unsatisfying finish all but confirmed we were getting a rematch at TLC. But why? It's a feud I wanted to see around this time last year, but WWE dropped the ball on it. Going back to it one year later isn't going to do either of them any favors, especially considering the matches have been mediocre at best. Working with each other won't get either of them any higher up the card.
· Tommy Dreamer vs. Braun Strowman: I don't know if I would have wanted to see this match regardless, but the fact they both wrestled in the opening match on Raw made this matchup even more pointless. Dreamer pinned Erick Rowan in the Fatal 4-Way tag team match before getting pinned later in the night, so it's almost as if it was a total waste of time. I guess it was good that it didn't go any longer than it did, but that's the only positive thing I can say about it. WWE's roster has gotten so thin they're putting people in two matches per night, which is further dragging down the quality of the shows.
· Jack Swagger vs. Stardust: The only way I figured WWE would be able to make Swagger look credible going into his United States Championship match against Alberto Del Rio would be to give him a few wins. They did so here, but the crowd couldn't have cared less about the contest, and why should they when neither guy gets an entrance and the bout is joined in progress? I have zero interest in Swagger vs. Del Rio.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Tyler Breeze: I was excited about the idea of Breeze finally getting a main roster call-up and being put in a program with an established star such as Ziggler, but it's done nothing but hinder him so far. Ziggler hasn't benefited much, either. They've simply been trading wins every other week, and as a result, nobody cares. How is anyone supposed to get over or stand out when nobody has any momentum whatsoever? I said from the start that they had to be careful with Breeze's booking because of his character, but they've already made him look like a loser to the masses with his unnecessary losses to Ziggler. But knowing WWE, they'll do another meaningless rematch at TLC.
