Week in Review - December 15, 2012
Match of the Week: Sheamus vs. Dolph Ziggler - Raw, December 10
Sure, we've seen Sheamus and Dolph Ziggler battle each other countless times in singles competition over the last year, but for this viewer, their matches never get old. Their amazing chemistry always makes for exciting matches that sees both bright, young stars looking strong coming out of it. As much as you may dislike Sheamus' current character, there's denying that he obtains incredibly solid in-ring skills. Meanwhile, Ziggler has the natural ability to create magic with whoever he steps in the squared circle with. Put those two together and you have yourself one hell of a match. They received a substantial amount of time on Monday night, which is what should be expected on a three-hour show. I can't honestly remember the last time Ziggler defeated Sheamus in a one-on-one bout (if ever), so the bleached blonde Superstar coming up short came as no surprise. However, since it was via disqualification, it protected Ziggler going into his Ladder Match with John Cena on Sunday. As awesome of seller that Ziggler is when it comes to Brogue Kicks, it was refreshing to see one in this instance, as Ziggler is going to need all the momentum he can get heading into WWE TLC.
Superstar of the Week: Ryback
It's a well known fact that I've been a massive fan of Ryback since his NXT days in early 2010, but it wasn't until his return from injury this past April that he really skyrocketed to the top of the WWE. He went from being a Goldberg-lookalike defeating local athletes to a breakout star headlining WWE programs and pay-per-views in a matter of months, which is undoubtedly an impressive feat to say the least. He's quickly progressing in the ring as well, thus making his matches more of a joy to watch. A prime example was his featured match against Alberto Del Rio this week on WWE Main Event, where he successfully defeated the former WWE Champion in their first-ever meeting. On both Raw and SmackDown this week, Ryback received one of the loudest pops of each night as he emerged from the back to aid his teammates on Sunday, Team Hell No. If this week was any indication, Big Hungry has a very bright future ahead of him. 
Show of the Week: Monday night Raw - December 10, 2012
For the third consecutive week, Monday Night Raw beat out WWE Main Event and Friday Night SmackDown as the best show in the last seven days, but not by much. Despite each program being a go-home show with TLC on Sunday, none of the three broadcasts did much to keep viewers entertained or interested. While Raw didn't feel like the final show before a pay-per-view, it did its best to deliver some solid matches and moments before the night came to an end. As stated before, the Sheamus vs. Dolph Ziggler matchup is definitely worth a second look, while the Miz TV segment and show-ending brawl were nice additions to the show. I'm not sure what's been up with WWE Main Event as of late, but it hasn't been as good as it was the last two months. Ryback vs. Alberto Del Rio was a good match, but nothing out or the ordinary. Meanwhile, Friday Night SmackDown was flat-out terrible this week up until the final thirty minutes. The show contained too much filler and garbage that it was hard to enjoy the final two matches on the card. WWE didn't put in a strong effort this past week, but with 2012 quickly coming to a conclusion, here's hoping they end the year on a high note for all three programs.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
AJ meltdown: Once AJ Lee became Raw General Manager this past July, her character became incredibly stale. I wasn't enjoying her involvement with John Cena either, but thankfully, her loss to Vickie Guerrero on this week's Raw was enough to make her snap. This gives me hope we'll seeing her "crazy chick" persona gradually return in weeks ahead.
· Miz TV: Since being introduced to the WWE Universe three months ago, Miz TV has almost always proven to be an entertaining segment. The Miz's organic face turn makes it even more of a treat to watch, and his altercations with Team Rhodes Scholars and Team Hell No on Raw and SmackDown respectively this past week were definitely highlights of each show.
· Raw ending brawl: This week's edition of Monday Night Raw as a whole didn't do much build towards WWE TLC, but the chaos that closed the show featuring all participants in Sunday's main event matches was awesomely booked. It provided hype for each of the event's biggest bouts and was certainly a sight to see.
· The Shield attacks Randy Orton: The Shield has been a great group since debuting at Survivor Series, and this past week was no exception. After attacking Orton a few weeks back, The Shield did the same on Friday night by ambushing the Viper backstage. Orton was actually injured at the Triple to the Troops taping, so this was a smart way of writing him off television for the time being.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Alberto Del Rio: While SmackDown felt pretty lackluster this past week, the saving grace of the show was the match pitting Intercontinental Champion Kofi Kingston against Alberto Del Rio. They've worked well together in the past, but this match seemed to stand out the most to me. The fact Kingston scored the victory was a nice touch and it adds some extra prestige to the Intercontinental title he's currently holding.
This Week's Low Points
· Cody Rhodes' mustache: While I'm ecstatic Cody Rhodes has returned from injury so quickly, I'm personally not a fan of his new mustache. I know it's extremely over with the live crowds, but the look of it just doesn't suit him. However, given the loud chants the mustache now receives, I don't see them getting rid of it anytime soon.
· R-Truth vs. Wade Barrett: What a waste of a match. The main purpose of this contest was to give R-Truth momentum going into his United States Championship match on Sunday, but it weakened Wade Barrett. The match was a mere minute and could've easily not happened at all.
· Big Show takes legal action: If there's one thing I hate in pro wrestling, it's the obnoxious angle where legalities get involved. How many times have we seen David Otunga take legal action against Sheamus? Better yet, how many times have we seen Sheamus deliver a Brogue Kick to Otunga? Moreover, this felt a pathetic attempt to kill time on SmackDown, as it did nothing to build towards the World title match on Sunday.
· Kaitlyn vs. Aksana: Neither Kaitlyn nor Aksana are all that great in the ring, so why bother having this match at all? Their story-line ended weeks ago, so this match felt rather meaningless. The action was awful and the fact it was dragged out made it even more painful to watch.
· Eight-man tag team match: Anything involving The Great Khali and/or Hornswoggle is an automatic miss for me. This was yet another pointless match that didn't further anything. It's a shame the other tag teams involved were reduced to such garbage.
