Week of December 15, 2018
Match of the Week: Cedric Alexander vs. Tony Nese - 205 Live, December 12
Shortly after losing the WWE Cruiserweight Championship at Super Show-Down, Alexander suffered a rare singles defeat to Tony Nese, and it was unknown how he'd ever be able to bounce back. It took some time, but Alexander finally returned to his winning ways a few weeks back when he knocked off Lio Rush. Since he's already slated to vie for the title this Sunday at TLC, his outing against Tony Nese on 205 Live was meant to serve as a warm-up for the former champ. It was a super fun bout from start to finish that saw Alexander avenge his loss to Nese from awhile ago.
Superstar of the Week: Seth Rollins
Even a blind man living in his mother's basement could tell you how abysmal Raw has been in 2018. It seemed everyone was aware of that except for WWE, at least until Monday's Raw when they had Seth Rollins run down everything that has made the flagship show such a chore to sit through lately. The new voice of the voiceless got in the face of acting Raw general manager Baron Corbin and blamed him for all of Raw's recent woes, leading to the two clashing for the Intercontinental Championship in a heated TLC match and Rollins emerging victorious.

Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, December 12
It isn't uncommon for me to name 205 Live the "Show of the Week," if only because the brand never ceases to deliver an exciting hour of wrestling and storytelling. This week's edition was no exception as Buddy Murphy and Cedric Alexander prepared for their anticipated WWE Cruiserweight Championship clash at TLC by wrestling in separate matches. Both bouts were excellent and allowed Alexander and Murphy to maintain momentum ahead of the pay-per-view. Also on the episode, a tag team Street Fight was set up for next week, so it was pretty much the perfect show.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Baron Corbin: By TLC standards, this was by no means exceptional, but it was easily the strongest segment on Raw this week (which of course speaks poorly about the rest of Raw). I haven't seen too many above-average Baron Corbin matches in the past year, so credit to Rollins for carrying the acting Raw general manager to an entertaining main event and giving him his best bout in ages. I was also happy that the heel shenanigans were kept to a minimum (specifically the Heath Slater stuff) and that Dean Ambrose didn't surface until afterward. You can't do this type of stuff every week, but I enjoyed it for what it was.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Mustafa Ali: I honestly had no clue this match was confirmed for SmackDown Live until I watched the show, so seeing Ali confront Bryan to kick off the Tuesday night program was a cool surprise. Ali has been the heart and soul of 205 Live in 2018 and has had several Match of the Year contenders. Thus, it was an awesome opportunity for him to showcase his skills to a bigger audience and look strong in defeat against the WWE Champion. Here's hoping he's earned himself a permanent spot on the roster.
· Asuka vs. Charlotte Flair: Although this wasn't on the same level as their WrestleMania 34 encounter, it was still a strong main event for SmackDown and served as great hype for Sunday's Triple Threat TLC match for the SmackDown Women's Championship. Asuka has been built back up in record time, Flair has finally returned to her roots as a heel, and Becky Lynch continues to kill it week in and week out. The post-match angle was even better with all three women battering each other with a kendo stick and Asuka standing tall. They've certainly earned the main event spot at TLC.
· Buddy Murphy vs. Gran Metalik: Murphy was originally slated to face off with Noam Dar on Tuesday's 205 Live, but an illness prevented Dar from competing and caused Metalik to take his place. These two have done battle before, so they already had that terrific chemistry together and they once again produced a barn-burner of a bout. Both men had stellar showings and Murphy remains on the roll of his career.
· Ricochet vs. Tyler Breeze: Tyler Breeze was the last person I expected to see answer Ricochet's NXT North American Championship open challenge, but it was a treat to have him back on the brand he called home for several years, if only for a one-off. Breeze departed NXT three years ago and hasn't been the same since thanks to the main roster totally neutering him, and I doubt many people who solely follow Raw and SmackDown know just how good the guy is. I'd be all for NXT bringing in main roster guys more often and giving them a short stint to get them back on the right track (think Tyson Kidd in 2014 or Zack Ryder in 2015). Anyway, Ricochet continues to amaze me with what he can do in the ring and I'm looking forward to his next feud for the title.
This Week's Low Points
· Natalya and Ruby Riott: I appreciated the last-ditch effort by WWE to get people to care about this feud, but needless to say, it didn't work whatsoever. I haven't been intrigued in this story since the beginning and their latest segment on Monday's Raw did nothing to change that. On the bright side, Riott did the best she could with the material she was given, but Natalya's mic skills are deplorable. Worse yet, I'm not a fan of using Jim Neidhart's legitimate death in this stupid storyline. I doubt it puts any more heat on Riott or make Natalya out to be a sympathetic figure. Fingers crossed their Tables match delivers at TLC.
· Elias vs. Lio Rush: I was excited when I heard that Rush would be wrestling his first match on Raw on Monday night, but it turned out to be more of an angle than a truly competitive contest. If it was the latter, it would have been a blast, but instead, we were subjected to ridiculous heel shenanigans with Heath Slater refusing to disqualify Rush despite interference from Bobby Lashley because he wanted to save his job. I feel like we've seen this storyline before... on a dozen different occasions. This was a waste of time.
· Bayley vs. Alicia Fox: I haven't covered any of Mixed Match Challenge Season 2 for the Week in Review and that's because almost all of it was awful. Many of the matches were pointless until it was recently revealed that the winners will be getting the final spots in the men's and women's Royal Rumble matches. Even then, the in-ring action has been below-average, and I couldn't have cared less for how WWE tried to advertise the show on Raw with matchups like Bayley vs. Fox. It was technically a fine outing, but we've seen it enough times and accomplished nothing.
· Rap battle: I had my hopes up for this because of how well the first one went about a year ago with The New Day and The Usos. Sadly, this wasn't nearly as edgy and was more lame than anything, also failing to provide proper hype for Sunday's SmackDown Tag Team Championship match. For what it's worth, Vanilla Ice voiced his opinion about this segment on Twitter by calling it "so bad it's awesome," which I would say sums it up perfectly.
· Shane McMahon and The Miz vs. The Vegas Boys: Miz once again attempted to recruit Shane to be his tag team partner this week, and although they emerged victorious in their impromptu outing versus The Vegas Boys (two local losers), I don't think Miz is any closer to getting Shane to be his buddy. Paige was apparently upset about Miz making a match without her approval, so I guess this will create tension between herself and Shane. Unless this is leading to Shane becoming a full-fledged heel, I have no clue where this angle is headed and I'm not particularly interested in finding out. Miz is better than this and should be involved in something much more meaningful. He was on the cusp of WWE Championship contention before this nonsense.
