Week of December 16, 2017
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Cesaro: Intercontinental Championship Match - Raw, December 11
When all is said and done, I just might have to eat my words about Roman Reigns not being a great fit for Intercontinental Champion right now, because so far, he has delivered in every outing where the title has been on the line. This past week was no exception as he put the gold up for grabs in a match against Cesaro. Those two contested an instant classic about two years ago, so the fact they produced another brilliant bout on Monday's Raw wasn't at all shocking Granted, Reigns retaining the title was expected, but Cesaro gave him a hell of a fight. 

Superstar of the Week: Samoa Joe
Samoa Joe has been on an absolute tear since returning to Raw from injury two months ago and has had his sights set on The Shield in recent weeks. That was evident at the start of Raw this past week when he laid out the black-clad faction with the help of Sheamus and Cesaro before going to war with Dean Ambrose later in the night. It wasn't as excellent of a match as the aforementioned Intercontinental Championship clash, but they did work well together. More importantly, Joe had his hand raised in the end. Who will be the next person to feel his wrath? 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, December 13
For the second straight week, Raw produced a solid show on the whole with plenty of entertaining in-ring action. I figured the flagship show would flounder until next month's Royal Rumble pay-per-view, but Raw has held its own lately. SmackDown Live has pretty much limped into its Clash of Champions event coming up on Sunday night, so while I didn't particularly care for Tuesday's show, NXT debuted on the USA Network the next night with a bang. Aleister Black and Adam Cole had a strong main event and the rest of the show was a treat. Could it be a sign that USA will pick up NXT down the line? 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Sheamus: You might be wondering why a match we've seen countless times since the summer is in the "Highlights" column. Well, because it was damn good, that's why! In all seriousness, this was a very well-wrestled matchup as members of The Shield and The Bar continue to deliver in the ring when up against each other. There wasn't anything on the line, mind you, but the crowd was certainly engaged in the action and they made the most of the time they had. That said, I do wish we would see this rivalry wrap up relatively soon so the Raw Tag Team Champions can move on to fresh challengers.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Mustafa Ali vs. Ariya Daivari vs. Tony Nese: This was a direct result of Rich Swann's suspension last week, which forced WWE to change plans and find a new opponent for Drew Gulak to determine the No. 1 contender to the Cruiserweight Championship. Similar to the last two Fatal 4-Way matches featuring the Cruiserwweights on Raw, this was a fun outing where Alexander especially shined. He has plenty of untapped potential, and I hope WWE goes with him over Gulak as the next title challenger.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Kevin Owens: I've seen these two have better bouts in the past, but this was easily the best thing on all of SmackDown Live this week. It served as a small preview of what to expect in the Clash of Champions tag team match, but moreover, it left me intrigued to find out what will happen with Daniel Bryan serving as a second special guest referee. Here, he seemingly cost Nakamura the win. Will he do the same on Sunday, or was this merely a red herring? That is without a doubt what I am looking forward to the most on that pay-per-view.
· Aleister Black vs. Adam Cole: I was slightly surprised this was given away as a qualifier for the NXT Championship No. 1 Contender's Fatal 4-Way match, but both men had strong performances, regardless. Cole losing clean will hardly hurt him in the long-run, and Black is now another step closer to becoming NXT Champion. By the way, this was the perfect main event for the first-ever episode of NXT on the USA Network because it showed fans who don't watch regularly what NXT is about.
· Tribute To The Troops: WWE's annual event that pays tribute to those who proudly serve and put their lives on the line for us was once again a success. It's an awesome thing the company does every year, but personally, I enjoyed this installment more than any other in recent memory, especially because it emanated from an outside base for a change and not inside an arena like your typical WWE show. Furthermore, there was an ample amount of build for Clash of Champions from the SmackDown Superstars that were on the special. All of the matches were entertaining, but I especially liked AJ Styles, Shinsuke Nakamura and Randy Orton vs. Jinder Mahal, Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn.
This Week's Low Points
· Braun Strowman vs. Kane: The placement of this match in the "Low Points" column should surprise no one. I didn't expect it to be a classic, but I was really hoping for it to mark the end of this angle because it hasn't been all that compelling. Not only was the crowd quiet for this Raw main event, the non-finish means that the feud is far from over. Worse yet, both Braun and Kane will likely be contending for the Universal Championship at Royal Rumble. I like Strowman, but his last encounter with Brock Lesnar didn't light the world on fire. As for Kane, the thought of him in a pay-per-view world title match in 2018 is worrisome.
· Finn Balor vs. Curtis Axel: There wasn't anything technically wrong with this match, but it continues to illustrate that WWE has zero idea what to do with Balor at the moment. I noted up above that Strowman and Kane will probably be Brock's opponents at the Rumble; that could have been Balor had he not been so badly booked since after TLC! Having him spin his wheels in meaningless matches with members of The Miztourage hasn't done him any favors. A feud with The Miz might be interesting, though.
· Baron Corbin vs. Dolph Ziggler: I'm sure that Triple Threat match for the United States Championship at Clash of Champions will be a good one, but I can't bring myself to care about it because the build for it has been beyond atrocious. What happened with Corbin, Ziggler and Bobby Roode last week was lazy enough, but WWE went ahead and literally did that same exact angle the following week, just with Roode laying out both men. Ziggler was already dead in the water, but it's such a shame that Corbin and Roode are being damaged by this program because they're better than that.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Ruby Riott: In all honesty, this should be the SmackDown Women's Championship match on Sunday night considering Riott pinned Charlotte a few weeks back. They weren't allowed to show off what they're capable of together as opponents because it quickly ended in a disqualification once The Riott Squad got involved. Charlotte vs. Natalya is another Clash of Champions contest that I'm not invested in whatsoever, even though it could be decent.
· Enzo Amore attacks Tony Nese: I thought Rich Swann was a lock to beat Drew Gulak in their No. 1 contender's match for the Cruiserweight Championship prior to his suspension, but Cedric Alexander taking Swann's place makes the outcome more unpredictable. Thus, I understand wanting to give fans a reason to believe Gulak could beat Enzo for the title by teasing tension within the "Zo Train" and having Enzo, Gulak and Ariya Daivari attack Nese, but this went on forever and elicited no heat. It died a horrible death and the crowd was not shy in letting them know they were bored by it. Did officials actually expect the reaction to this segment would be any different considering all these guys are heels?
