WEEK OF DECEMBER 20, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: JOHN CENA VS. SETH ROLLINS - RAW, DECEMBER 15
Although I enjoyed their Tables match from Sunday's TLC pay-per-view, I thought the Steel Cage rematch between John Cena and Seth Rollins from Monday's Raw was significantly better. I've never been the biggest fan of Tables matches and I thought the silly stipulation hindered them more than helped them. That said, the Steel Cage prevented interference (for the most part) and allowed them to have the match they were capable of having. The action was entertaining and they made good use of the cage, especially Rollins who is perfect for being the slimy heel in these kinds of matches. Brock Lesnar's involvement was inevitable, but it was very well done and also unexpected in him sparing Rollins. Is Rollins the newest Paul Heyman Guy? Only time will tell, but either way, Mr. Money in the Bank was able to defeat Cena in the main event of Raw. That's a big win no matter how you look at it. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: ROMAN REIGNS
He's baaaaack! After a surprise appearance at last week's Slammy Awards, Roman Reigns officially returned to the ring this past Sunday night at the TLC pay-per-view. Before Seth Rollins could close in on victory against John Cena in their Tables match, Reigns emerged from the audience and laid waste to both him and interfering Big Show. The next night's Raw was no different, as Reigns silenced Fandango with a Spear in the middle of the ring before delivering a scintillating Superman punch to Show (again). Last but not least, Reigns competed in his first match in nearly three months on Tuesday's live edition of SuperSmackDown, defeating Fandango. Will Reigns deliver on his promise at the Rumble? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: SUPERSMACKDOWN LIVE, DECEMBER 16
There was a lot of wrestling this past week, and I mean a lot. That's not even accounting for everything non-WWE. Because it's because I'm in Christmas mode, but I really didn't mind most of it. If anything, I enjoyed the "wrestling overload" of sorts. TLC was a decent pay-per-view in its own right, but obviously, it paled in comparison to the NXT Takeover: R Evolution live special last Thursday. Personally, I didn't find Monday's Raw to be as bad as some made it out to be, but SmackDown was the best show all around this week. It went live on Tuesday night on USA Network for the first I believe in two years. It wasn't a stellar show by any means, but it was entertaining on the whole. Dean Ambrose and Bray Wyatt had a solid exchange on the mic, Roman Reigns returned to the ring, the Divas Championship was defended, and Dolph Ziggler and Seth Rollins ended the night with a great main event. Why can't SmackDown be this awesome every week? 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Luke Harper: A hell of a Ladder match! This could have easily been higher on the card and not been out of place in the slightest, but I actually kind of liked the fact it kicked off the night on such a high note. Granted, no one was able to follow them until the main event, but Ziggler and Harper deserves massive credit for having such a great match that made the Intercontinental Championship mean something for once. By the way, what was the point of giving the belt to Harper if he was going to lose it in a month?
· Dean Ambrose vs. Bray Wyatt: I felt like I was in the minority, but I really enjoyed this matchup. I wouldn't put it among the greatest TLC matches of all-time, but both Ambrose and Wyatt put forth strong efforts and were deserving of the main event slot they were given. Ambrose especially put his body on the line in this match and I'd say it paid off, even though they were at a disadvantage because they went on last. I also got a kick out of their Boot Camp match at Tribute to the Troops and was happy to see Ambrose pick up the win there.
· Chris Jericho runs Raw: The best of the Raw guest hosts/general managers so far and it's not even close. Jericho appeared in three different segments throughout the night and never did he feel overexposed. His various exchanges with Seth Rollins, Paul Heyman and Rusev and Lana were hysterical and were among the biggest highlights of the show.
· Brock Lesnar returns: Yes, it's been aggravating not seeing the WWE World Heavyweight Champion on WWE TV at all these last few months (though I don't blame that on Lesnar), but at least we finally got him back this week. His return in the segment with Chris Jericho was well done and his attack on John Cena later on in the main event put good heat on him. I can't say I'm looking forward to another rematch between them at the Royal Rumble, but hopefully this was a solid first night for the feud.
· Ryback and Rusev: As I said countless times in recent weeks, Rusev vs. Jack Swagger was nothing more than a filler feud for Rusev until the road to WrestleMania kicked in. It was time for them to start anew on Raw and they definitely did so by having Ryback emerge as Rusev's latest challenger to the United States Championship. Their confrontation on Raw felt like a big deal and Rusev's attack on Ryback on SmackDown was short and sweet.
· Tribute to the Troops: Regardless of what you think about these shows from a wrestling standpoint, they're always awesome for the troops every year. WWE is a class act when it comes to this annual event and it brings a smile to my face every time I watch it.
· Adrian Neville vs. Kevin Owens: I was surprised to see them give this match away only one week removed from the NXT live special, but they held back enough to the point where they can always have the match they're truly capable of having down the line. The non-finish was smart and Owen's post-match attack on Neville was absolutely brutal.
· Cesaro and Tyson Kidd vs. Los Matadores: With so many "highlights" this week in WWE, don't let the placement of this one on the list fool you. This was an awesome Superstars match and well worth going out of your way to watch.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Big Show vs. Erick Rowan: I'm in the giving mood this Christmas season, so I was willing to give this match a chance to surprise me. It didn't. The stipulation was as stupid as I expected it to be, and I don't even blame Rowan or Show. Whoever who booked the bout, however, should be fired. It was slow and plodding, and above else, Show won! It was like WWE's way of answering the question, "How could this get any worse?" Show pinning Rowan clean the next night on Raw baffled me even more. Just, why?
· Ryback vs. Kane: This was another match that didn't have much storyline support behind it and therefore suffered because of it. Its placement late in the card also didn't help matters. To top it off, Chairs match at the TLC event have never been any good and this was no exception. There was a sweet spot toward the end with Kane blasting Ryback with a chair and following it up with a chokeslam, but the live crowd didn't react at all because they knew there was no chance in hell that Kane was coming out victorious. Ryback won the match, so there was that.
· Rusev vs. Jack Swagger: I've said in the past that I didn't have a real problem with this rivalry being rekindled going into TLC if only because I knew it was only temporary, but the match itself lacked the same excitement that made their initial encounters so special. Swagger losing was no surprise, and neither was the reaction Rusev received when he won. It was predictable from the get-go.
· Nikki Bella vs. AJ Lee: I am absolutely stunned with how much momentum this feud lost from when Nikki beat AJ for the Divas Championship at Survivor Series to their rematch at TLC. Nikki has been putting everything into her heel persona and I give her credit for that, but AJ just doesn't come off like a likable babyface. The match itself was half-decent, but the live crowd had very little to care about it. And of course, Brie Bella having yet to explain why she's heel is the dumbest thing ever.
· The New Day: As much I as like each of the three competitors on their own, I don't care for The New Day at all. And it appears the crowds don't either based on the reaction they gave them on Raw this week. It's a one-dimensional, stereotypical gimmick and these three are capable of so much more. I'm really hoping their "over-the-topness" is leading to a heel turn for the trio, but I'm not holding my breath.
· Kane vs. Adam Rose: If this wasn't intended to be a face turn for Kane, then these two matches between them on Raw and SmackDown served no purpose. Either turn Adam Rose fully heal or take the character off TV all together. Oh, and get rid of The Bunny as well. Please and thank you.
· Erick Rowan vs. Kane: I figured this would be a nice tune-up match for Rowan, but it was anything but. Not only was it worse than Rowan's match with Big Show from TLC, but Rowan lost... again! Cleanly, too. I had absolutely no words. And Titus O'Neil was painfully pointless on commentary. Please don't let this mean they're about to feud.
· The Ascension vs. Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady: Way to kill a hot act by feeding them to The Ascension in two minutes. They're not dead in the water, but the quick loss obviously didn't make them look too good.
