Week of December 24, 2016
Match of the Week: Sasha Banks vs. Charlotte Flair: 30-Minute Iron Man Raw Women's Championship Match - Roadblock, December 18
As tired as you may have been of the Sasha Banks vs. Charlotte Flair feud (trust me, I'm including myself in that, too), there is simply no denying that they have had a stellar series of matches against each other since WrestleMania 32. Each of their encounters has been either good, great or amazing, and their latest clash at WWE Roadblock was also quite awesome. This time, however, they were scheduled to face off in an Iron Man match with the Raw Women's Championship up for grabs, and the first woman to score the most amount of victories within 30 minutes would be crowned the winner. Granted, the early goings of the matchup weren't anything out of the ordinary, but they picked up the pace when they went into overtime and all of the nearfalls were excellent. For the fourth time this year, Charlotte is the new Raw Women's Champion. 

Superstar of the Week: Neville
Had you told me a week ago that Neville would be the most talked about Superstar coming out of WWE's Roadblock pay-per-view on Sunday night, I would have called you crazy. After all, he hasn't been seen on Raw in nearly two months. We've been asking since the get-go why he wasn't involved in the Cruiserweight division, and so he was brought back in a major way at the event. When it looked like he would congratulate Rich Swann on his successful WWE Cruiserweight Championship defense, he shocked the world by striking Swann and cementing his heel turn in the process. He came out the next night on Raw declaring himself the "King of the Cruiserweights" before laying out Swann and T.J. Perkins once again. He capped off his big week with a win in tag team action in the main event of 205 Live on Tuesday night. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, December 20
You know a pay-per-view is mediocre when it doesn't earn the earn for "Show of the Week." I don't know if I would go so far as to say that it was the worst event WWE has produced all year because it definitely did have its fair share of highlights, but as expected, it was not must-see whatsoever. The next night's Raw wasn't a huge improvement, either. A few feuds were furthered, but it looks like we'll be stuck with the same, stagnant feuds for a few more weeks, maybe even until the Royal Rumble. SmackDown Live, on the other hand, has been doing a terrific job of keeping their compelling stories moving along and building to what it appears to be a loaded final episode of 2017. This past week's episode was one of the best in recent memory and that's saying something. I look forward to the blue brand ending the year with a bang. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The New Day vs. Cesaro and Sheamus: Yes, it's a match we have seen several times in the past, but they always work well together and this was easily their most entertaining encounter to date. Cesaro and Sheamus bickering feels like a retread at this point, but that aside, they have some amazing chemistry as partners and that was especially evident in this matchup. You had to know New Day were dropping the twin titles as soon as they broke Demolition's record, so although the ending outcome wasn't too much in doubt, the reaction to them losing was still huge, and I loved how New Day sold the loss. Now the question is where they go from here.
· Seth Rollins vs. Chris Jericho: Would the match have benefited from something being on the line, say, the United States Championship? Sure, but even with it being a standard singles match, they delivered an enjoyable outing and the final few minutes were fun. Kevin Owens costing Jericho the victory was clever, though it foreshadowed the finish to the main event (more on that later). On a side note, Rollins has to be frustrated Reigns is getting another title shot at the Royal Rumble, right? He hoped to get a title shot from beating Jericho.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Baron Corbin: This was a feud I desperately wanted to see conclude earlier this year, yet I had no problem with them facing off in the main event of SmackDown Live this week because both of them have changed in the months since. Okay, so maybe only Corbin has evolved as a competitor, but this was a very well-wrestled match with a WWE Championship shot at stake. I didn't expect the non-finish, but next week's Triple Threat title match should be a blast. While I expect AJ Styles to retain, inserting Corbin into the main event mix is a refreshing change of pace.
· The Miz vs. Apollo Crews: I was very glad they gave Crews an Intercontinental Championship match following his win over Miz at Tribute to the Troops, which I figured would be forgotten about. Despite not having been featured on SmackDown in ages, Crews had his best main roster match so far with Miz here. The nearfalls were suspenseful and Miz ultimately retained his title by resorting to nefarious means. Miz's dig at the Renee Young/Dean Ambrose relationship was also cool.
· Rich Swann and T.J. Perkins vs. Neville and The Brian Kendrick: 205 Live continues to successfully further feuds as well as serve as a platform where the Cruiserweights can develop personalities for themselves. This was a great main event for the show this week and Neville is already exceptional as a heel. His moveset screams babyface, but he toned down some of the flashy moves he does in the ring in this match. I don't know if he should scrap the Red Arrow, but maybe alter it a bit so it looks like he takes pleasure in inflicting pain on his opponents. Additionally, he has to switch up his entrance and receive new music as soon as possible.
· Bobby Roode vs. Tye Dillinger vs. Roderick Strong vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: The video package that set up this match earlier in the evening on NXT was awesome and the Fatal 4-Way was even better. Almas is much more comfortable as a heel, Strong shined for as long as he was in there, and Dillinger nearly winning on a few occasions was well done. Roode vs. Shinsuke Nakamura should be a blast.
This Week's Low Points
· Kevin Owens vs. Roman Reigns: All of Roadblock essentially felt like a glorified episode of Raw, but this match in particular belonged on TV and was not in any way a pay-per-view main event. The match was given a ton of time, but it wasn't exciting and was largely boring. Worse yet, the finish was absolutely awful with Chris Jericho "attacking" Owens and allowing him to retain the title by disqualification. I love Jeri-KO, but that was weak. WWE attempted to make up for it by having Reigns and Seth Rollins lay them out afterward, but it wasn't enough to get rid of the sour taste in my mouth. Reigns vs. Owens again at the Royal Rumble also does not interest me.
· Sami Zayn vs. Braun Strowman: Not only was the ten minute match mostly forgettable, they wasted far too much time on the outside as the clock was counting down with Strowman arguing with Mick Foley. It was pretty predictable by that point that Zayn would survive against Strowman. And that's fine, but if Zayn failed to beat Strowman in that allotted time, why was he awarded the victory? The match should have been deemed a draw. Strowman was protected in defeat, but the presentation of this whole thing was flawed.
· Rusev vs. Big Cass: I am currently debating what was worse between this feud and the atrocious one Rusev had last year with Dolph Ziggler. They're neck-and-neck for the worst rivalries in recent years. Thankfully, their match was relegated to the Roadblock Kickoff show, but it sucked and ended on a lousy count-out. WWE then advertised a rematch for Raw. That was an even briefer bout with Cass beating the holy hell out of Rusev, causing the referee to call for the disqualification. After all that, I was left wondering how Rusev is supposed to be the heel in this feud. Please put this program out of its misery.
· Sensitivity training segments: As the back-to-back bouts between Cass and Rusev weren't awful enough, we were given these "sensitivity training" segments over the course of Raw and none of them were funny whatsoever. I'm not sure if WWE was trying to recapture the same magic Team Hell No had with Dr. Shelby, but it didn't work. In so many words, these segments were a waste of time and WWE should be embarrassed to have put them on their television show.
· Mojo Rawley vs. Curt Hawkins: On an extremely entertaining edition of SmackDown Live on Tuesday night, not everything was perfect and this match between Rawley and Hawkins should have been a dark match because it was just that bad. I feel for Rawley because his partner Zack Ryder got injured and now he's out of a SmackDown Tag Team Championship match, but I highly doubt he will find much success on his own. The Shooter star was fine on commentary yet was totally out of place. If anything, I would pair Rawley and Hawkins together as an interim tag team. Hey, it beats the hell out of them contesting meaningless matches against each other every week.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Drew Gulak: I actually don't mind the angle involving Alexander, Alicia Fox and Noam Dar. It's a good use of the three talents, but Gulak was lost in all of this. Has he won any matches on his own since coming to the Cruiserweight division? I honestly don't remember. He's a great wrestler, but he has zero character, and as a result, I couldn't care less about him. Such a shame.
