Week of December 26, 2015
Match of the Week: Dean Ambrose vs. Kevin Owens vs. Dolph Ziggler - SuperSmackDown, December 22
With the exception of NXT, Dean Ambrose was involved in all of this week's best bouts. From his Steel Cage match on Raw to his Intercontinental Championship defense on SuperSmackDown to even the 16-man tag team match at Tribute to the Troops, Ambrose shined in every match he was a part of, but the Triple Threat match from Tuesday night wins the award for Match of the Week. Along Kevin Owens and Dolph Ziggler, they put forth a strong effort and made the title feel like a prize worth fighting for. With there being no disqualifications, I enjoyed how they incorporated the Christmas decorations into the contest while also wrestling a fast-paced, exciting matchup when they returned to the ring. Ziggler and Owens came close to clinching the championship, but not close enough as Ambrose was successful in retaining his title. 

Superstar of the Week: Dean Ambrose
As noted, no Superstar shined brighter this past week than Dean Ambrose, and it was about damn time! I'm not going to foolishly say that he's been "buried" this year, but he had yet to get his just due prior to TLC. Once he captured the Intercontinental Championship at the December pay-per-view, his luck finally started to turn around with the past seven days proving that 2016 just may be his year. His week kicked off on a high note with a win in the main event of Raw against Sheamus, in a Steel Cage match, no less! He overcame the odds and silenced the former WWE World Heavyweight Champion. Despite being put through hell that night, he managed to maintain his possession of the Intercontinental Championship on SuperSmackDown less than 24 hours later before leading his team to victory at Tribute to the Troops. 

Show of the Week: WWE SuperSmackDown Live, December 22
I was highly anticipating WWE Week on USA Network as always, but I started to lose a little of that excitement after Monday's poor Slammy Awards edition of Raw. It's not that I've hated the annual award show in the past, but they proved to be more meaningless than ever before this year with many of the winners not bothering to show up and the awards going to undeserving winners. Not only that, but the wrestling portion of the show consisted of rematches and more rematches. Thankfully, SuperSmackDown the next night not only made up for the awful episode of Raw but also got me in the Christmas mood with two terrific title matches and a few other decent matches. It wasn't a home run of a show, but it was a significant improvement coming off the Slammy Awards. NXT and Tribute to the Troops were entertaining as well. Happy holidays! 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dean Ambrose vs. Sheamus: There were very few matches on Raw that piqued my interest, but at least Ambrose and Sheamus closed out the show with a very good Steel Cage match. Yes, it was riddled with interference, but I'd argue that only enhanced my enjoyment of it since that was the point of the match to begin with: to ensure Ambrose was locked in by the League of Nations. The crowd popped big for Roman Reigns making the save, which can only bode well for his immediate future as champion. The loss didn't do Sheamus any favors, but at least he didn't lose by a wide margin and he was made to look somewhat credible in defeat.
· Seth Rollins returns: What better way to make your annual award show feel as pointless as possible by not having any of the winners show up? I'm under the belief that the voting for the Slammy Awards is completely legitimate, but there must be a way to at least have some of them in the building, right? Anyway, on a show lacking star power, it was a pleasant surprise to see Rollins return. I was actually shocked to see win the Superstar of the Year award. He was definitely deserving, but the fact fans voted for him means he'll thrive as a babyface.
· The New Day vs. The Lucha Dragons: The addition of a WWE Tag Team Championship match to the live edition of SmackDown was a great touch. New Day scored so much offense against the Dragons that part of me thought the Dragons could actually win the belts, which was a possibility with SmackDown moving to USA Network in the new year. Despite that, New Day retained their titles, but only after a hard-fought battle with the former NXT Tag Team Champions. I assume that based off what we saw on Raw on Monday night that The Usos will be next in line to challenge for the twin titles.
· Sami Zayn vs. Tye Dillinger: Welcome back, Sami! It's been seven months too long. NXT was already firing on all cylinders, but with Zayn now back in the fold, I'm even more excited for what the future holds for the hot brand. Zayn and Dillinger contested one hell of a match in London with the former NXT Champion showing zero signs of ring rust. And how over was Dillinger in front of that crowd?
· Tribute to the Troops: I may be in the minority here, but I'm always a sucker for this annual event. It's a perfect combination of holiday cheer, showing gratitude to the troops who proudly serve our country, and enjoyable in-ring action. This year's installment was more entertaining than usual, headlined by a blockbuster 16-man tag team match in the main event. The show also saw Jack Swagger forcing Rusev to tap out in a Boot Camp match (talk about a Christmas miracle!) and the Divas had an fun little eight-woman tag team match as well. It isn't the most must-see show of the year, but if you have two hours to kill in between gift wrapping and opening presents this week, then it's worth watching.
This Week's Low Points
· Slammy Awards: I've come to enjoy the annual awards show over the years solely for the surprise returns, but this year's installment was just dreadful. Not only were most of the winners not deserving, but half of them didn't bother to show up! I put that more on WWE than the winners themselves, but they need to come up with a new system that doesn't involve fans voting the night of so they can plan ahead and call these people in. Better yet, why not scrap the Slammys all together? They caused the Raw rating to drop significantly and it would be better off as a WWE Network exclusive program. Wrestling and awards do not mesh well.
· Kane returns: I couldn't believe they treated Kane's Raw return like a complete afterthought. He's no Rock, but he's been gone since Survivor Series and I figured they would bring him back when they had something meaningful for him to do. Apparently not. I have no desire to see him continue to feud with The Wyatt Family, and the same can be said for The Dudley Boyz. They're obviously killing time before the Royal Rumble, but you'd think they'd come up with something more original for the Wyatts so they're not having the same matches every week.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Jack Swagger: While this wasn't a horrendous match, it was ungodly boring. I may have been more kind to it on any other edition of Raw, but when the Slammy Awards were already awful as they were, this match added to it. The only purpose it served was giving Del Rio some last minute momentum before he faces the returning John Cena next week. Speaking of such, how anticlimactic did the announcement of his return come off? The guy has been gone for two months and they decided to advertise him for Raw next week like he hasn't been gone!
· Neville and Titus O'Neil vs. The Ascension: I'm usually kinder to the holiday silliness, but this was no Miracle on 34th Street Fight. It was simply a throwaway tag team match. Neville wearing the elf ears was an obvious rib on him for having big ears, but who cares? Why can't they just let this guy get over with his incredible in-ring ability? It's almost as if any good the Slammy Award win did him was erased with this match.
· Elias Sampson vs. Bull Dempsey: I'm always excited to see new talent arrive in NXT, but the re-debut of Sampson on this week's episode was mediocre at best. He has a great look, but the "drifter" gimmick leaves a lot to be desired. I'd like to know what makes him different than Jeff Jarrett or Heath Slater even. I want to say he's a competent wrestler, but we didn't see enough of him in this match to get a grasp of how good he can go. Dempsey mostly dominated him before he came back and hit a beautiful-looking flying elbow for the win. That's about the only positive thing I can say about him for right now. Perhaps we'll see more from the character as time progresses, but as of this moment, I'm not impressed.
