Week of December 2, 2017
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Cesaro - Raw, November 28
Yes, this is a match we have seen a handful of times already in recent months, but it's also a match that's always enjoyable no matter what. Plus, Dean Ambrose and Sheamus had to miss Raw for various reasons, so WWE wasn't left with much choice. There wasn't anything on the line, mind you, and I would have preferred if the winner got to choose the stipulation for next week's rematch for the Raw Tag Team Championship match. Nevertheless, Seth Rollins and Cesaro worked well together and produced an above-average matchup to kick off Raw. 

Superstar of the Week: Rich Swann
The Cruiserweight division has been ice cold for the year it has been around, but WWE deserves credit where it's due when it comes to giving them time to shine on this week's Raw. It was announced that two Fatal 4-Way matches will be held in the coming weeks, with the winners qualifying for a Cruiserweight Championship No. 1 Contender's match. The first 4-Way saw Rich Swann, Noam Dar, Akira Tozawa and Ariya Daivari battle it out and receive more time than usual. In the end, Swann emerged victorious before beating Dar one-on-one the next night on 205 Live. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, November 28
I'm still not sure what a majority of the card for Clash of Champions will look like come mid-December, but the blue brand has been much more bearable since AJ Styles beat Jinder Mahal for the WWE Championship earlier this month. I liked the layout of this past week's show between the several tag team matches, The Hype Bros finally splitting, The Riott Squad getting some time to talk, and the No Disqualification main event. All that said, I could have done without Shane McMahon and Daniel Bryan continuing to bicker and taking the focus away from the talent. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Elias: If you told me a year ago that I would be including a Reigns vs. Elias match in the "Highlight" column, I would have called you crazy. However, I thought this was a strong start to Reigns' Intercontinental Championship Open Challenge. As I've discussed before, Elias has impressed me since joining the main roster and he gained quite a bit in defeat here. Sure, the first half of the matchup wasn't all that exciting, but they picked up the pace down the stretch and Elias was made out to look like a legitimate threat to the title. I was also glad Samoa Joe was established as Reigns' next challenger with the post-match attack.
· Absolution: Some people love the new name for the stable consisting of Paige, Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville and others loathe it, but I personally don't mind it. WWE could have done far worse, and what's more important, they were allowed to build off their momentum from last week by attacking Sasha Banks and confronting Asuka this week. The mic work from Rose and Deville left a little bit to be desired, but they will improve in time. The bright side is that Raw's women's division is infinitely more interesting than it was before.
· Randy Orton vs. Kevin Owens: Apparently, Orton is angry that Owens and Sami Zayn cost Team SmackDown the victory at Survivor Series. Why would he care? At any rate, he and Owens had an entertaining No Disqualification in the main event of Tuesday's SmackDown by making excellent use of the extreme environment. The loophole with Zayn interfering was that he technically wasn't around ringside when he ambushed Orton. Owens scoring the big win was the right move and I assume this feud will continue heading into the Clash of Champions event.
· The New Day vs. Chad Gable and Shelton Benjamin: I figured this would be another opportunity for Gable and Benjamin to pick up a notable victory ahead of their likely rematch with SmackDown Tag Team Champions The Usos, but they lost in decisive fashion to New Day, which was weird. Regardless, this was a nice match that seems to set up New Day as potential challengers to the tag titles... again. Didn't they just wrap up their rivalry with The Usos last month?
· The Hype Bros vs. The Bludgeon Brothers: This match was exactly what it needed to be with The Bludgeon Brothers destroying The Hype Bros even quicker than they did last week. I'm not sold on their odd attire just yet, but their in-ring intensity will get them over as a dominant heel tandem in no time. As for The Hype Bros splitting up, it was long overdue. WWE should have pulled the trigger months ago on the breakup, but it's better late than never, I suppose. I can't say I see either Zack Ryder or Mojo Rawley going on to great singles success, but I do like that Ryder has been positioned as the babyface in this feud because he is easily more likable than Rawley, who has always needed a character change.
This Week's Low Points
· Finn Balor vs. Kane: I feel like a fool for getting excited when Balor emerged after Kane had just beaten Jason Jordan by count-out, assuming this was Balor's chance to get revenge for Kane laying him out on so many occasions last month. Nope! Instead, they had a forgettable five minute match that concluded with Kane battering Balor with a steel chair. Needless to say, the booking of Balor recently has been horrid, and it's safe to say that he won't be facing Brock Lesnar for the Universal Championship at the Royal Rumble after all. And why should he? He's been positioned as a loser for so long that fans now perceive him as one.
· Matt Hardy vs. Bray Wyatt: Try not to laugh when I tell you that this was at one point considered a "dream match" by fans about a year ago. Granted, that was back when Hardy was still "Broken," and thankfully, if what happened after this match was any indication, he'll be bringing that character back soon enough. That's a huge relief and I'm looking forward to it, but that doesn't take away from how boring this bout was. Wyatt's pre-match promo was no different than his typical mic work and he continues to feel beyond directionless.
· Shane McMahon and Daniel Bryan: I like Shane and I like Bryan, but I have no desire to see these two feud, especially since we're already aware that it won't lead to a match of any kind. Their opening segment on SmackDown Live this week offered nothing new, and worse yet, it started off what turned out to be a solid show, on a sour note. I'm so sick of both Raw and SmackDown revolving around authority figures and really wish we would get back to focusing on the wrestlers. SmackDown did an exceptional job of that for the first year of the Brand Split, so why can't we go back to that?
· No Shinsuke Nakamura: This is more of a minor nitpick than anything else, but I'm genuinely curious as to why Nakamura hasn't been featured on SmackDown at all in the past few weeks. I hoped he would settle into a program of some kind after Survivor Series, but that has yet to be the case. I know not everyone can be on the show every week, but considering Nakamura was contending for the WWE Championship not too long ago, this is a concerning fall from grace.
· Kalisto vs. Gentleman Jack Gallagher: While this wasn't a bad match by any means, it was average at best, and that's exactly what is wrong with 205 Live these days. We'll be treated to a terrific contest every so often, but usually, the matches are mediocre and come across like filler you would see on an ordinary episode of Raw. As for this encounter, Kalisto and Gallagher made the most of the time they had, but neither of their characters have been fleshed out well, so it was difficult to care. Kalisto's stint in the Cruiserweight division peaked when he won the title way too soon and Gallagher's heel turn has been a bust because he was connecting with crowds better as a babyface. I would just turn him back.
