Week of December 5, 2015
Match of the Week: Samoa Joe vs. Tommaso Ciampa - NXT, December 2
Any other week, this match likely would have been prominently featured in the "Highlights" column, but because this past week was short on exhilarating in-ring action, there wasn't other bout except for this one that piqued my interest (which is scary to think about when there are three shows to choose from). Nevertheless, Samoa Joe and Tommaso Ciamap topped off another enjoyable edition of NXT with a hard-hitting battle in the main event. Joe has been firing on all cylinders since his heel turn about a month ago and this was his latest test en route to facing Finn Balor for the NXT Championship in London. Joe couldn't steamroll through Ciampa as easily as some of his past opponents, however, as he's proven his worth as a rookie on the rise in his last few outings on NXT. He took the fight to Joe more than anyone else has before, but ultimately, he was unsuccessful in his efforts once the Samoan Submission Machine locked him in his signature Coquina Clutch to force him to tap out for the victory. 

Superstar of the Week: The New Day
Along with the Match of the Week, no Superstars stood out above the rest in the past seven days, so by default, The New Day earn the award. And quite honestly, it's almost WWE in a nutshell in a moment. Other than New Day and Kevin Owens, how many wrestlers feel like true "stars" at the moment? Roman Reigns and Dean Ambrose are on the brink, but their booking is too consistent that it prevents them from getting above a certain level. The New Day have been taking the tag team division by storm all year round, but they were especially strong in numbers this week. On Raw, they threw a championship celebration for Sheamus at the beginning of the night before teaming with him and the rest of the League of Nations to take out Reigns, Ambrose and The Usos in a Handicap match. They were also victorious in six-man tag team action on SmackDown. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, December 2
There was no way this week's Raw was going to be worse than last week's, which remains the most boring three hours I've endured all year. Then again, that isn't saying much because the latest episode of the flagship show was hardly an improvement. A majority of Monday night was spent furthering the feud between Sheamus and Roman Reigns, which has been anything but exciting. They had me thinking there was a slight chance Reigns could walk away with the WWE World Heavyweight Championship in their five minute matchup, but I should have known they were going to take the predictable path of getting Sheamus disqualified. Not only that, but they followed it up with a mediocre main event where almost everyone involved either wrestled earlier in the night or had already been featured in some capacity. SmackDown was equally dull, but NXT reaffirmed my love for wrestling with a fun hour of TV. Samoa Joe vs. Tommaso Ciampa delivered as noted and but the rest of the show only added to my excitement for NXT TakeOver: London. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Tommy Dreamer returns: Other than Charlotte vs. Becky Lynch, this was the sole highlight of Raw on Monday night. It speaks volumes that WWE has to rely on bringing back ECW Originals in Philadelphia to elicit a reaction from a crowd, but that's another rant for another day. Plus, Dreamer looked better than he had in a long time. It was a pleasant surprise, especially at a time in wrestling where everything is reported beforehand. The six-man tag team match was decent while it lasted, but I'm more excited about the possibility of The Wyatt Family vs. The Dudley Boyz, Dreamer and possibly someone else in a Tables match at TLC. Rob Van Dam, anyone?
· Charlotte vs. Becky Lynch: The set-up for this match that saw Charlotte and Lynch joking around backstage wasn't terrific, but it was better than nothing. As for the match itself, I enjoyed it for what it was, but you know for a fact that they could have done better with more time. The true highlight of the bout was the finish that saw Charlotte feign an injury to take advantage of Lynch and score the victory. I've been critical of Charlotte during her reign as Divas Champion so far because she's a bland babyface, but I love the idea of turning her heel.
· Dean Ambrose and The Usos vs. The New Day: This was about as standard of a six-man tag team match as they come, and normally, I probably wouldn't have included it because we see the same type of six-man tags seemingly every week. But because this week was light on memorable matches, I decided to throw it a bone. Ambrose and Usos gelled together very well and they found fun chemistry with New Day. What made the match stand out was the stipulation that the babyfaces would have advanced to the main event if they won, so at least the match had meaning.
· Jason Jordan and Chad Gable vs. The Vaudevillians: Is it just me or are Jordan and Gable getting better and better by the week? They're just an absolute blast to watch in the ring and they delivered one hell of a performance versus The Vaudevillians on Wednesday night. I've never been the biggest fan of the former NXT Tag Team Champions, but they captured my attention with their apparent heel turn.
· James Storm vs. Adam Rose: After Storm made his NXT debut in late October, I wasn't sure whether it was going to be a one-off or the start of a real run for him. I also wasn't positive whether Billy Gunn's (the man who led him to getting in the door to begin with) release would affect anything. Thankfully, it didn't and The Cowboy was back on NXT this past week in a victorious effort over Rose. He looked as good as he has in years and WWE would be foolish not to sign him to a contract. It would a cool surprise if he made an appearance at NXT TakeOver: London in two weeks to potentially kick off his first feud. As a seasoned veteran in the business, he can truly be a valuable asset to the brand in working with the younger talent.
This Week's Low Points
· Sheamus vs. Roman Reigns: Could WWE make it any more obvious that they're desperate for ratings at the moment? Why else would they give away a world championship match (that we will be seeing at TLC anyway) on Raw? Granted, it was only five minutes long, but I fail to see how the non-finish will give fans the feeling that "anything can happen" on the flagship show. That's not to mention that they have absolutely zero chemistry together, both in the ring and on the mic. Sheamus has the potential to be a strong heel champion, but it's going to take a ton of rehabbing to get him back on track. And no, pairing him with a bunch of losers in the League of Nations won't help.
· Rusev and Lana: First and foremost, I appreciated how WWE at least tried to explain why Rusev and Lana are back together instead of having Lana randomly coming down to the ring with Rusev. But that's where the praise ends. The explanation was awful with both of them expressing their love for each other and that was it. Need I rant about the painfully pointless match between Rusev and Ryback that made the Bulgarian Brute look weak one week removed from his return? I wanted them to reunite, but it's been horridly mishandled so far.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Tyler Breeze: Ziggler and Breeze work well together and have had enjoyable matches, which is why I'm disappointed their feud has been a bust. Not only do they hardly get promo time, it's the 50/50 booking that bothers me the most. How does WWE expect anyone to get over if no one is winning or losing consistently? As a result of this, next to no one has momentum right now. It's the case with just about everyone on the roster, but it's especially evident in this program. Breeze has been on the main roster for just over a month and fans have already been conditioned to not care about him.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Goldust: I was pretty pumped to see Goldust back in action at Survivor Series last week and on the next night's Raw, but they've already relegated him back to enhancement level status with his loss to Del Rio in what was rather a forgettable matchup. The worst part is that Del Rio competed (and won) in the main event anyway, so basically this bout served no purpose other than to kill TV time.
· Handicap matches: I've been saying this for as long as The Authority has been around (a.k.a. for the past two years): fans lost interest in seeing Handicap matches years ago. Like contract signings, they're such a tired troupe used by wrestling promotions to get heat on heels when in reality they're only making their fans tune out. You can watch the babyface(s) attempt to overcome the odds only so many times before you get sick of seeing the same shtick. As noted earlier, the League of Nations is doomed to fail. Although they emerged victorious in the main event of Raw, they were unsuccessful in beating Reigns in a 4-on-1 situation on SmackDown. Yes, it's been less than a week and the top heel faction are already glorified losers.
