Week of February 15, 2020
Match of the Week: Becky Lynch vs. Asuka: Raw Women's Championship Match - Raw, February 10
Whenever Becky Lynch and Asuka are in the ring together, you're guaranteed to get a great match. Although most fans had zero doubts about the outcome, this was entertaining enough that I didn't mind them going at it again. In fact, I was happy they did because this was terrific. Asuka came close to capturing the Raw Women's Championship at several points, but in the end, she couldn't beat The Man. It's nice knowing Asuka will be just fine considering she's still one-half of the WWE Women's Tag Team Champions, while Lynch can finally transition into a feud with Shayna Baszler.
Superstar of the Week: Ricochet
Following Ricochet's failure to regain the United States Championship from AJ Styles, it felt like he was in a holding pattern on Raw. He seemed to win more often than not, but none of those victories were particularly impressive because of the people they came against (Mojo Rawley, Tony Nese, etc). Now that he's the new number one contender to the WWE Championship, however, he's regained a lot of that lost steam. His hard-fought win over Bobby Lashley on Raw helped with that, though it will be an uphill battle when it comes time for him to step in the ring with Brock Lesnar.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, February 12
Truth be told, I didn't think any of WWE's shows this week were as strong as last week (SmackDown has been consistently dull for a while now, but that's a different story). Raw was still solid on the whole, but NXT's two hours on Wednesday night were more action-packed. Adam Cole collided with Kushida in the main event, Angel Garza and Lio Rush rekindled their rivalry, Johnny Gargano returned to singles action, and Dakota Kai scored some last-minute momentum. The episode was also successful in building toward TakeOver: Portland on Sunday night.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kevin Owens, Samoa Joe and The Viking Raiders vs. Seth Rollins, Murphy and AOP: Personally, I've liked a lot of the matches these teams have had together and this was no exception. I can see why people are starting to get bored of the feud, so hopefully there's development in that respect soon because I have no idea what the endgame is supposed to be. That aside, this was a fun eight-man tag team main event that received plenty of time. The crowd was into the action and everyone got to shine at one point or another. The babyfaces continue to lose, but the crowd remains behind them.
· Randy Orton attacks Matt Hardy: To no one's surprise, Orton has been playing his new heel role remarkably well and this was another excellent segment involving him. Before he could explain his actions from a few weeks ago, Hardy interrupted him and ran down his history with Edge from over the years. I still feel Matt doesn't get the credit he deserves for being as talented of a talker as he is. We all assumed that was it for him on WWE TV, but he has since been announced for Monday's Raw in a No Holds Barred match with Orton.
· The VIP Lounge with Drew McIntyre: I didn't expect to see The VIP Lounge return on Raw this week, but I'm glad it did. MVP said weeks ago that his in-ring career was over in WWE, but that doesn't mean he can't be brought back in a managerial role. He teased that here, but obviously, McIntyre is the wrong person for him to be managing. Bobby Lashley, perhaps? At any rate, this was a solid segment. It's awesome that McIntyre is getting more and more over with the audience as a babyface by the week.
· Bayley vs. Carmella: I found this to be the highlight of Friday's SmackDown, which speaks volumes as to how lame the rest of the show was. Nonetheless, they worked well together and had an entertaining opener. Carmella isn't known for having many standout singles matches throughout her career, but I thought she held her own here just fine. If it was up to me, I'd have Carmella vs. Naomi end in a non-finish next week to set up a Triple Threat title match for Super ShowDown.
· Lio Rush vs. Angel Garza: These two had a pair of awesome matches over the NXT Cruiserweight Championship last year, so I was thrilled that they rekindled their rivalry on Wednesday's NXT with a shot at the strap on the balance. Once again, they stole the show with their fantastic chemistry and pulled out all the stops. The best part about it was how the outcome wasn't predictable at all. Garza recently debuted on Raw, but he has also vowed to reclaim the Cruiserweight title. Despite that, Rush scored the decisive victory and will now face Jordan Devlin for his coveted prize next week on the black-and-gold brand. Speaking of Devlin, he's been killing it as champ so far, so to say I'm looking forward to that matchup would be an understatement.
· Johnny Gargano vs. Cameron Grimes: Can you believe that this was Gargano's first match on NXT TV since October? Prior to that, he hadn't wrestled at Full Sail University since June. At least it's always a special occasion whenever he competes. He and Grimes had a super enjoyable outing where Grimes looked good in defeat and Gargano built momentum heading into TakeOver: Portland.
This Week's Low Points
· Shayna Baszler bites Becky Lynch: First and foremost, I'm stoked Baszler is finally a member of the Raw roster, presumably for good. Everyone expected for her to debut and immediately target Lynch to kick off a WrestleMania feud between the two, so that much didn't surprise me. However, I wasn't thrilled with how she came across in her debut. I loved her intensity, but the biting of Becky's neck was unnecessary. I kind of understood what WWE was going for with that, but it took away from the angle for me and didn't feel real (which is what Baszler is known for). They can bounce back, but it was a strange call.
· The Street Profits vs. Mojo Rawley and Riddick Moss: It officially feels like WWE has no idea what to do with Street Profits, which is a shame considering they just joined the red brand four months ago. They had their opportunities at the Raw Tag Team Championship and lost, so now they're wrestling meaningless matches on the show. Don't get me wrong, I'm glad they won, but they're better than being lumped into the 24/7 Championship crap. Speaking of which, who could possibly care about Moss turning on Rawley?
· Aleister Black vs. Akira Tozawa: This is a minor "Low Point," simply because I appreciate that WWE is keeping Black undefeated and is adamant about building him up, but the process isn't going by quick enough. He had momentum coming off that stellar series of matches with Murphy and he has yet to capitalize on those wins. He's beaten Tozawa before, so this was nothing new. It doesn't help that his post-match promos are confusing and don't give us any indication as to what's next for him. He needs direction and fast.
· Roman Reigns and Daniel Bryan vs. The Miz and John Morrison: I'm still stunned WWE had Miz and Morrison lose a random main event to a makeshift team in clean fashion. I have no clue what the point of this was supposed to be aside from killing television time. As a match, this was perfectly fine, but Miz and Morrison should not have been in this spot if they were going to lose as decisively as they did. King Corbin should have interfered so they could have been protected in defeat.
· Sheamus vs. Shorty G and Apollo Crews: I've been saying all along that Sheamus would be the perfect opponent for Braun Strowman at WrestleMania 36. That would at least explain why both Sheamus and Strowman have been in a holding pattern lately. That said, there's no reason for Sheamus to continue facing Shorty G and Crews week in and week out. If anything, these wins are getting Sheamus over as a babyface, not as a heel. He was cheered by the crowd for overcoming the odds in his two-on-one Handicap match on SmackDown, while Chad Gable and Crews looked like complete losers for getting beaten so easily. If they don't walk when their contracts expire, I will be very disappointed. Both men deserve better than to be treated like enhancement talent.
· Tony Nese and Mike Kanellis vs. Ariya Daivari and The Brian Kendrick: Kanellis returned to 205 Live on Friday night after a four-month hiatus... and the crowd wend mild. In all seriousness, it's nice to see him back, but the fans in attendance could not have cared less. The tag team match that followed was incredibly flat and the finish was equally lame. How 205 Live is still around is beyond me.
