Week of February 18, 2017
Match of the Week: WWE Championship Elimination Chamber Match - Elimination Chamber, February 12
It really is difficult to contest a bad Elimination Chamber match, but the stars of SmackDown Live produced an exceptional one on Sunday night. In fact, I thought it was one of the better Chamber bouts we've seen in recent memory. Not only was the in-ring action awesome, there were several stories set up for WrestleMania 33, including Dean Ambrose vs. Baron Corbin, John Cena vs. The Miz, and Bray Wyatt vs. Randy Orton. The final few minutes were especially fantastic with Wyatt and AJ Styles absolutely killing it, but in the end, it was Wyatt who walked away WWE Champion. 

Superstar of the Week: Bray Wyatt
Finally, Bray Wyatt has the whole world in his hands! In all honesty, there were times over the years I didn't think Wyatt winning the WWE Championship would ever become a reality, purely based off how badly they have booked the guy for so many years. If there was any one week that solidified him as a star, however, it was this week. He had a stellar performance inside Elimination Chamber, pinning both John Cena and AJ Styles in clean fashion to capture his premiere WWE title. He followed that up with a tremendous Triple Threat match on Tuesday where he was successful in retaining his title. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, February 14
As terrific as those final three matches were at Elimination Chamber, the event on the whole wasn't amazing. It was easily the weakest pay-per-view SmackDown Live has had since the dawn of Brand Split. It was an enjoyable evening, don't get me wrong, but on the whole, Raw and SmackDown delivered better episodes on Monday and Tuesday night, respectively. Raw continues to consistently produce the best programming it has in a long while, but SmackDown was once again on fire this week with a stacked show from start to finish. Next week's episode should be equally entertaining. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Randy Orton vs. Luke Harper: After a lackluster first half of the Elimination Chamber pay-per-view, this match really needed to kick it into that next gear, and thankfully it did. Granted, the ending outcome wasn't too much in doubt, but that shouldn't take away from the impressing outing Harper had for himself here. I think it's pretty well-established that the guy is a great athletes, but he continues to turn heads every time he goes up against a top-tier talent such as Orton. He looked credible in defeat here and I hope that the endgame of this Wyatt Family angle will be for Harper to enter the title match at WrestleMania 33.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Naomi: The first two women's matches were decent at best, but one of the better bouts of the night was Naomi challenging Bliss for her SmackDown Women's Championship. They had a few rough matches together late last year, but this turned into a really nice matchup down the stretch, and the crowd buying into Naomi as a threat to the title certainly helped. While Bliss was on a roll as champion, I was happy to see Naomi finally get her moment and become champion after all this time. We'll see how long it lasts, though.
· Festival of Friendship: I can't say whether this will go down as the greatest segment in Raw history (that might be a bit premature), but it was incredibly entertaining, to say the least. Everything from Gillberg's return to the statue to the hysterical pairing (I need me a copy of one of those), this was pure perfection. And then to top it all off with Owens' shocking betrayal of Jericho broke my heart, yet it was one of the best things I've seen on Raw in a long while. It made me legitimately hate Owens for turning his back on his best friend and I can't wait for their likely WrestleMania match.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Bayley: This was a vast improvement over their match at Royal Rumble. They had a good match on that show, but this was way better in terms of how engaged the crowd was in the action and the story they told. Bayley winning the Raw Women's Championship in the main event was a memorable moment, but was it premature? That's the question. I personally would have waited until WrestleMania, but we'll see where they go with it in the weeks and months to come.
· Samoa Joe: The Samoan Submission Machine can do no wrong right now. First of all, his sit-down interview with Michael Cole was wonderful. I always loved when they would host the weekly interviews with Cole on WWE's YouTube channel, but they did away with them for some reason. This should be a sign that they need to be brought back as a regular fixture on Raw because Joe shined in this segment. It was also an infinitely better option than interviewing him in the ring or backstage. Then, he came across as an even bigger beast when he ambushed Sami Zayn following his match with Rusev and choked him out. If that's the match we're getting at Fastlane, it should be a barn-burner of a bout.
· Bray Wyatt vs. John Cena vs. AJ Styles: It was refreshing for them to get the title rematches out of the way early. The match itself was an absolute blast from start to finish, and although they might have gone a little overboard with some of their signature moves, everyone involved put forth a fantastic effort. Wyatt's title reign is off to a strong start.
This Week's Low Points
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Apollo Crews and Kalisto: I missed a decent chunk of the first hour of Elimination Chamber due to a power outage (damn snow storm). When I watched it back later on, I was glad I missed it live because it was a waste of time. Everything about this feud has been ass backwards. The crowd should not be chanting for Ziggler to strike Crews with a chair several times over. That's when you know the booking has failed. Additionally, the match was hardly anything of note, and now I just feel bad for the three of them for getting stuck in it. They need to do more to establish Ziggler as a heel and realize why he flopped as a face.
· Tag Team Turmoil: This was another match I missed the majority of, and even when I tuned in during the closing stretch, I didn't feel like I missed anything. SmackDown's tag team division is weak at the moment, and American Alpha are suffering from not having real competition. On the bright side, they were able to rekindle their rivalry with The Usos coming out of this contest, but the match itself was something you would see on SmackDown Live. Most fans were convinced The Ascension weren't winning the titles, so why bother teasing it?
· Emmalina: If you were confused once this segment concluded, you weren't the only one. Reportedly, the Emmalina character didn't get over in rehearsals, nor was Emma "committed" to the character, so they decided to ditch it all together. As thrilled as I am that they'll probably allow her to be evil Emma again, what the hell was the point of those vignettes that lasted nearly six months? The big "reveal" was a disappointment, and those six months could have bee used establishing her as a threat to the Raw Women's Championship. Who could possibly care at this point?
· Cesaro vs. Enzo Amore: Well, this was a weird match. Pitting two babyfaces against each other is rarely a good idea, and in this case, it was downright dumb. Cesaro is beloved by the audience, so it was no surprise that Enzo would be the heel in this match. Moreover, he is awful in the ring, and not even Cesaro could carry him to a competent contest. Worse yet, the promo he and Big Cass cut before the bout was atrocious as well. Sadly, WWE has completely castrated these guys.
· Roman Reigns vs. The Club: There are few things I hate more in wrestling than when a tag team is forced to go up against a single Superstar, because more often than not, the intent is to make that Superstar (not the tag team) look strong. The Club are fresh off winning the Raw Tag Team Championship. They should not be put in a situation where they are made to look weak in 2-on-1 situation. Reigns hardly benefited, either, because what did he really gain from winning via disqualification? All in all, this was a pointless match, but I would hope there will be some bigger meaning with The Club potentially involved in whatever faction Triple H appeared to setting up on Monday night.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Bo Dallas: It looks like The New Day's latest gimmick is that they want WWE to create ice cream bars for them. CM Punk didn't deliver on that promise six years ago and I doubt New Day will, either. Then again, they did have their own cereal made for themselves, so who knows? Anyway, the trio is simply spinning their wheels at this point.
