Week of February 24, 2018
Match of the Week: 7-Man Gauntlet Match - Raw, February 21
Considering nothing was at stake, was anyone honestly looking forward to this 7-man Gauntlet match going into Raw? Probably not, but I'd be damned if WWE didn't deliver the greatest Gauntlet matchup I've ever seen on Monday night. I expected total throwaway, yet we were treated to stellar storytelling, exciting action, and a phenomenal performance from Seth Rollins, who lasted over an hour! Above all else, this was a refreshing change of pace from what we normally see on Raw and I would absolutely love it if WWE tried something different like this in the future.
Superstar of the Week: Buddy Murphy
I bet you likely never expected to see Buddy Murphy featured as my "Superstar of the Week," but here we are. In fact, this would have never happened if he was still in NXT, so his apparent main roster call-up to 205 Live is unquestionably the best thing for him. In his debut as a member of the Cruiserweight division, he had an impressive outing against Ariya Daivari and showed more potential as a breakout star than he ever did down in developmental. With a win in the first round of the Cruiserweight Championship Tournament, it will be interesting to see how far he goes.
Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, February 19
For the second straight week, Raw is my "Show of the Week" and for good reason. The flagship show has been firing on all cylinders recently and I must say that the build for the upcoming Elimination Chamber pay-per-view has been very well done. The go-home edition of Raw for the event was not only entertaining on the whole, but it definitely did get me more excited for Elimination Chamber than I was before. The surprisingly pleasant Gauntlet match certainly helped with that, along with the women's tag team main event and Nia Jax interrupting Asuka's promo.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Sasha Banks, Bayley and Mickie James vs. Alexa Bliss and Absolution: While this paled in comparison to the aforementioned Gauntlet match from earlier in the evening on Raw, this was still a solid six-woman tag team affair that effectively hyped the upcoming Raw Women's Championship Elimination Chamber match. Banks forcing Bliss to tap out all but confirms that Bliss is retaining her title on Sunday, but the real focus was on what happened afterward with Bliss and James "reuniting," or so it seemed. Expect the two to be aligned until Bliss turns on her (again) to reign supreme and keep her title reign intact.
· AJ Styles vs. Baron Corbin: I'm in agreement with everyone else that Corbin is not yet main event material based off his in-ring work, but when he's in there with a top-tier talent, he tends to deliver like he did here. I enjoyed this SmackDown Live main event, and although Corbin came up short, he looked good in defeat against the WWE Champion. Better yet, he was the last man standing at the end of the night when he laid out both Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn. That was a decent little momentum booster for him all things considered.
· Kevin Owens vs. Dolph Ziggler: Similar to the previous "Highlight," this was a quality contest even though the build to the WWE Championship main event at next month's Fastlane pay-per-view continues to underwhelm. These two have always worked well together, so I can't say I was surprised that they delivered another entertaining outing on Tuesday night. The heel vs. heel dynamic was weird, but at least they made the most of it. Owens emerged victorious as he should have, but Ziggler desperately needs wins as well, so this was virtually a lose-lose situation.
· Mustafa Ali vs. Gentleman Jack Gallagher: I'm digging the new tights for Gallagher, but they weren't enough to earn him the victory against Ali. Nevertheless, this was another strong match in the ongoing WWE Cruiserweight Championship Tournament. Gallagher was extremely aggressive throughout while Ali played the underdog role to perfection. Ali is one of the more underrated athletes in the division, so I was happy he advanced to the quarterfinals.
· Andrade "Cien" Almas vs. Johnny Gargano: After these two contested the best bout in WWE so far in 2018 back at TakeOver: Philadelphia, you had to know they would produce another exceptional bout on Wednesday night. Sure enough, they went all out and stole the show once again. Their chemistry is simply spectacular, and the storytelling with Gargano working from underneath was a thing of beauty. Almas holding onto the gold was never truly in doubt, though some of the nearfalls were excellent executed and I absolutely loved Tomasso Ciampa costing Gargano the title. Yes, Gargano is "gone" from NXT for the near future, but we'll still see him at TakeOver: New Orleans against the Ciampa.
This Week's Low Points
· Sheamus and Cesaro vs. Titus Worldwide: While this was far from a bad bout, it was difficult to care because we had already seen them face off three times during the month of January. Plus, Titus Worldwide vied for the Raw Tag Team Championship in their last encounter and lost, so why bother booking a rematch? I'd much rather see either Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows or The Revival in this spot because Titus Worldwide is a joke of a faction that no one takes seriously at this point. As for Apollo losing his last name, it isn't a major deal, but I guess we'll never know why Vince McMahon makes such odd decisions.
· Jinder Mahal, Randy Orton and Bobby Roode: These three are attempting to build a feud around a Top 10 list that has zero meaning. It doesn't help that Mahal isn't a compelling character in the slightest and Roode and Orton are miscast as babyfaces. The segment was fine, but I'm not too hopeful for the future of this program. Roode vs. Orton one-on-one for the United States Championship at Fastlane should be interesting, but I'd bet the farm (if I had one) that Mahal will be added sooner rather than later.
· The New Day vs. Chad Gable and Shelton Benjamin: The match they had last week disappointed me because it was so short, so I hoped the rematch would be better. I guess it was a slight improvement yet still not what I was expecting from the two talented tandems. Gable and Benjamin being "screwed" by the referee was apparently WWE's way of protecting them, but back-to-back losses to New Day don't exactly help their cause any. On the bright side, New Day and The Usos rekindling their rivalry should be fun, but I believe it's too soon to revisit that matchup.
· Bobby Roode and Charlotte Flair vs. Apollo and Nia Jax: It's obvious that Superstars are given much more freedom to do and say what they want on Mixed Match Challenge compared to Raw or SmackDown Live, but the matches are usually hit or miss. For example, Finn Balor and Sasha Banks vs. Shinsuke Nakamura and Natalya on the program's pilot was a blast, but this was pretty mediocre. Roode and Charlotte advanced as they should have, but the match left a lot to be desired.
· Nikki Cross vs. Vanessa Borne: There wasn't much that I thought was below-average that happened this past week in WWE, so I'm stretching when I include this match from Wednesday's NXT. It's a minor "Low Point" if anything, because although it wasn't poorly wrestled or anything, it just didn't seem to serve much of a purpose. Cross has been treading water for a while now, and with SAnitY busy with Undisputed Era at the moment, I'm not sure what her immediate future holds. As for Borne, she was definitely better in this clash with Cross than she was the last time I watched her in action a few months back. Hopefully we find out more about her at some point and she develops an actual character.
