Week of February 25, 2017
Match of the Week: Pete Dunne vs. Mandrews - NXT, February 22
Pete Dunne and Mandrews contested one of my favorite matches in last month's WWE United Kingdom Championship Tournament, so I was ecstatic to see them face off again in their respective NXT TV debuts on Wednesday night. And once again, they produced an absolutely exceptional match. Mandrews' amazing aerial abilities were the perfect foil for Dunne's ground-and-pound style, resulting in one of the more memorable matches NXT's TV show has hosted in recent memory. Dunne walked away the victor, but I hope we haven't seen the last of them against each other. 

Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
Although I'm a big fan of Kevin Owens, even I can admit that his reign as WWE Universal Champion has been less-than-stellar, largely because he never came off as a legitimate main event player. That was, however, until he turned on Chris Jericho in shocking fashion last week and followed that up with one of his best promos since joining the main roster. He came across as cold, calculated and menacing, basically the heel he should have been the entire time. He continued to carve a path of destruction by brutalizing Sami Zayn in their match. Will Goldberg be able to end his ruthless reign? 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, February 21
In Raw's defense, the flagship show has been better over the past month, and the build to Fastlane has been solid. That said, it's hard to say that even on their best day, Raw is any way superior to SmackDown Live. That isn't to say the blue brand is without its flaws, but this past week's episode served as a prime example as to how there is a lot to like right now all over the card. From a new SmackDown Women's Champion being crowned to the Falls Count Anywhere match to the Battle Royal, I enjoyed the "less is more" approach SmackDown took this week and it made for a fun show. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Braun Strowman vs. Big Show: I know, I never thought I'd see the day where I'd be putting a Strowman vs. Show match at the top of the "Highlights" column, either, but it has indeed come to this. In all seriousness, this match well exceeded my expectations and ended up being the best bout on Raw this week. Show deserves an amazing amount of credit for getting himself in incredible shape, while Strowman has improved leaps and bounds since breaking off on his own last summer. The tease for the superplex off the top rope was wonderfully done, and the clean win for Strowman over Show was a major endorsement.
· WWE Championship No. 1 Contender's Battle Royal: Unless it's the Royal Rumble match, most Battle Royals tend to be fairly forgettable, especially when there isn't anything of note on the line. However, I thoroughly enjoyed this Battle Royal where a handful of feuds were furthered and several stories were told, making it one of the more meaningful Battle Royals I've seen in some time. Granted, the finish didn't come off well, but at least we have AJ Styles vs. Luke Harper to look forward for next week.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Becky Lynch: This wasn't my favorite match of theirs, and it actually wasn't a particularly great match at that, but I liked the way the SmackDown Women's Championship picture was handled on Tuesday night. It broke my heart seeing Naomi vacate the title, but it appears her injury is legit. That said, Bliss was the next best choice as champion since she was on such a roll before she dropped the belt to Naomi. Meanwhile, the Lynch vs. Mickie James feud continues. It would be cool if we ended up getting a Triple Threat between those three at WrestleMania.
· Nikki Bella vs. Natayla: This has been far better than it had any right to be in my opinion, and they blew off their rivalry in fantastic fashion in their Falls Count Anywhere match. They took their fight all around the arena and the crowd was engaged in the action from start to finish. It's well-established Natalya is very skilled between the ropes, but this might have been the greatest Nikki Bella match I've ever seen. Furthermore, the rumored mixed tag team match for WrestleMania was set up nicely.
· Akira Tozawa vs. The Brian Kendrick: In such a short period of time, Tozawa has gotten himself over with the audience. The guy has crazy charisma and is a tremendously talented wrestler to boot, so I appreciate how he has a program with Kendrick right out of the gate. Moreover, I really liked how Kendrick developed an extra aggressive edge by attacking Tozawa during what was supposed to be their first face-off on Raw before contesting an entertaining opener on 205 Live the next night. I was completely content with the conclusion as well with Kendrick outsmarting Tozawa, as it keeps the feud alive and protects Tozawa in defeat. I would hold off on the rematch until the Fastlane pay-per-view at this point.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. The Club: It was bad enough when WWE did this match last week, so I couldn't understand for the life of me why they did it again on Monday night. If WWE wants to Reigns look as strong as possible heading into his upcoming match with Braun Strowman at Fastlane, there are other ways to accomplish that. None of which involve booking the Raw Tag Team Champions like losers. Sure, they picked up the disqualification win this time, but at what cost? The only saving grace of this would be if Reigns' chair shots were meant to plant the seeds for a future heel turn, but I doubt that's the direction they're headed in.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Sasha Banks: As always, these two produced a good match, but it was annoying for WWE to revisit this rivalry so soon after their Iron Man match a mere two months ago. The more they face off on random Raw episodes, they less it's going to mean when they eventually go at it again on pay-per-view. I didn't have a problem with Banks winning as much as I did Charlotte losing. WWE has done this countless times lately with their challengers, who then win the title. I can't say I'm excited to see Charlotte win the belt back.
· The New Day vs. Rusev and Jinder Mahal: It was virtually confirmed that WWE has zero plans for New Day going forward when it was announced they would be hosting WrestleMania 33. Hey, I'll take them over a clueless celebrity that knows nothing about the product, but I had hoped WWE would be doing more with them coming off their historic tag team title reign. Every week, they take part in throwaway matches, and this week was no different. The matchup itself against Rusev and Mahal wasn't terrible, but the "stolen ice cream plans" were a waste of time in my opinion.
· American Alpha vs. Breezango: I loved the promo The Usos cut following this matchup, but American Alpha and Breezango should have been given more time to contest the match I know they're capable of having. I firmly believe Breezango are the most underrated act in the entire company at the moment. Yes, their gimmicks are goofy, but inside that ring, they're actually exceptional. They can't prove themselves to be awesome athletes until they're given a chance to shine.
· Jack Gallagher vs. Tony Nese: This was a really weird match to close out 205 Live with this week. It was well-wrestled and a fine momentum booster for Gallagher heading into his WWE Cruiserweight Championship match at Fastlane, but with Nese being a glorified jobber, the ending outcome was never in doubt. Plus, Neville didn't show up to make his presence felt, either, so the show went off the air on an underwhelming note for me. There will be weeks where 205 Live features a ton of exciting action, and there are weeks such as this one where there isn't anything remotely notable about it. Good wrestling isn't enough to draw viewers nowadays, so hopefully the program picks up steam sooner rather than later.
