Week of February 27, 2016
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Brock Lesnar vs. Dean Ambrose: No. 1 Contender's Triple Threat Match - Fastlane, February 21
This was undoubtedly a newsworthy week for WWE taking everything into account that occurred at Fastlane, Raw and even on SmackDown, but by and large, it wasn't a strong week for in-ring action. Raw, SmackDown and NXT had their fair share of solid matchups, but none of them screamed Match of the Week, with the exception of the tremendous Triple Threat match from Fastlane featuring Roman Reigns, Brock Lesnar and Dean Ambrose. With a WWE World Heavyweight Championship match against Triple H in the main event of WrestleMania 32 on the line, all three competitors put forth a strong effort, and it resulted in the excellent contest many fans figured it would be. The alliance between Reigns and Ambrose imploded down the stretch with Ambrose battering his friend with a steel chair, later leading to Reigns hitting him with a spear for the win. 

Superstar of the Week: AJ Styles
It really is worth mentioning just how great AJ Styles has been utilized since arriving in WWE at the Royal Rumble. I'll admit I was sketpical regarding how he would be received by the WWE Universe and more importantly how he would be treated by the brass, but he has fared extremely well for himself thus far. At Fastlane, he faced off against Chris Jericho for the third time, and following a hard-fought bought, Styles was able to score the victory by forcing Y2J to tap out. The next night on Raw, they put their differences aside and teamed up to take on The Social Outcasts in a successful effort. And to top it all off, they were on the same side of the ring on SmackDown as well when they paired with Mark Henry to defeat The New Day. Now the question is what his future holds as WrestleMania draws ever closer. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, February 22
Contrary to popular opinion, I didn't dislike WWE Fastlane. It wasn't the greatest pay-per-view I have ever seen, but I enjoyed it on the whole, specifically for AJ Styles vs. Chris Jericho and the main event. Everything else, however, felt mediocre at best and didn't do anything to add to my excitement level for WrestleMania 32. Monday's Raw was a completely different story. I had a hunch it would be a hot show considering it was the true kickoff to the road to WrestleMania, but never did I expect it to start off in such spectacular fashion with Shane McMahon making his shocking return. Somehow, they managed to maintain that momentum throughout the remainder of the night with Brock Lesnar and Dean Ambrose brawling, Triple H bloodying up Roman Reigns, and seeds being planted for other WrestleMania matches. The next month or so of WWE TV will be fun to say the least.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· AJ Styles vs. Chris Jericho: Prior to Shane McMahon's Raw return, Styles vs. Jericho was my favorite feud going in WWE. Every chapter has been a blast to watch with the two trying to one-up each other. It's arguable whether their Fastlane match was their best bout to date, but what is for certain is that they unquestionably had one of the night's greatest matches (though I realize that isn't saying too much considering the card). They have amazing in-ring chemistry together and I became extra invested in the contest when Jericho kicked out of the Styles Clash. Based off what we saw on Raw and SmackDown, will they be forming a tandem going forward?
· Shane McMahon returns: Here comes the money! Words can not begin to describe how happy I was to hear that entrance theme blast throughout the arena on Monday night. It's been a long time coming. I could write a whole ten page paper as to why this is a terrific move for WWE, but in short, it adds much-needed interest in the WrestleMania card that might be lacking in star power due to injuries. Shane McMahon vs. The Undertaker at WrestleMania 32 inside Hell in a Cell with control of the company on the line? I'm sold!
· Dean Ambrose and Brock Lesnar: Truth be told, I wasn't at all looking forward to the rumored feud between Lesnar and The Wyatt Family. It might have been cool two years ago when the Wyatts were still a legitimate threat, but following their embarrassing loss at Fastlane (more on that later), I lost hope in that happening and I'm beyond glad it didn't. Instead, Ambrose will be Lesnar's dance partner at WrestleMania and the interactions they had at the pay-per-view and on Raw were exceptional. It's a fresh match that could very well steal the show, not to mention the build should be stellar.
· Sasha Banks vs. Naomi: With the exception of the Divas Championship match from Fastlane (which I'll discuss more in detail momentarily), I liked mostly everything involving the women this past week, but this bout stood out to me more than anything else. I enjoyed their SmackDown outing slightly more, but this was still a very good match from the women that received the time it deserved.
· American Alpha vs. Blake and Murphy: I honestly don't think I can give enough praise to American Alpha. They are the total package and are destined for major things both in NXT and on the main roster. This matchup with Blake and Murphy was yet another example of how skilled they are in the ring and as characters in general. That said, I would be remiss if I didn't give credit to Blake and Murphy as well for holding their own and having a decent showing. I'd be all for them splitting away from Alexa Bliss in the near future because they have done all they could as a duo and she has a ton of untapped potential. As for American Alpha, it's time for them to start chasing the NXT Tag Team Championship.
This Week's Low Points
· Charlotte vs. Brie Bella: Surprisingly enough, I cared more about this match than I thought I would, but that doesn't take away from how poorly wrestled it was. I don't put the blame solely on Charlotte or on Brie; they just don't have chemistry together as opponents. It didn't help matters that we have seen them face each other countless times on WWE TV and Charlotte has beaten her on almost every occasion. I fully expected Brie to pay tribute to Daniel Bryan throughout the bout given the story they were trying to tell, so that didn't bother as much as it did other fans. At the very least, it was a credible win for Charlotte as she heads into WrestleMania.
· The Cutting Edge Peep Show: I was probably in the minority that laughed at a few jokes Edge and Christian made toward The New Day, but for the most part, this segment was a massive flop. I'm well-aware that the intent was to sell viewers on Edge and Christian's new WWE Network show, but if anything, I think it drove them away because of how unfunny this was. League of Nations showing up was also awkward. Please don't let this mean that New Day will be feuding with League of Nations soon. That has zero upside.
· The Wyatt Family vs. Big Show, Kane and Ryback: I'm not going to crap on the match quality because I thought both bouts at Fastlane and on Raw were better than expected. Granted, I didn't have high expectations going in, but that's still a plus. The praise ends there, though. Who in the hell thought it was a good idea to have The Wyatt Family lose clean on pay-per-view? If it was done to "swerve" the audience, it wasn't worth it. And even when they did win on Raw, the focus was on Ryback walking out on his team, not them avenging the loss. The Wyatt Family are officially dead in the water.
· R-Truth vs. The Social Outcasts: I chuckled at a few of the early segments involving Truth and Goldust, but now they're downright dumb. What's worse is that they're dragging The Social Outcasts into this, who would have potential to be a fun act if they weren't feuding with two directionless losers. The matches from Fastlane and SmackDown were were wastes of time and absolutely asinine.
· The Usos vs. The Ascension: This matchup wasn't a major miss, but it paled in comparison to everything else that went down on Monday's hot episode of Raw. Simply put, nobody cares about The Ascension, so consequently, no one cared about the match. I was glad to see The Usos back, but why didn't they immediately go after The Dudley Boyz given we hadn't seen them since they were brutally attacked? Bubba Ray Dudley has done a decent job of holding this program together with his mic work, but it would only make sense to have The Usos respond. They fired back with a promo on WWE's YouTube channel on Thursday, but that's the type of content that should be airing on the main programs.
