Week of February 29, 2020
Match of the Week: The New Day vs. The Miz and John Morrison: SmackDown Tag Team Championship Match - Super ShowDown, February 27
Despite the abundance of shows this week, there didn't seem to be many memorable matches, or at least memorable for the right reasons. That said, I thoroughly enjoyed the SmackDown Tag Team Championship match from Super ShowDown. The New Day have had a fun feud with The Miz and John Morrison since the reunion of The Dirt Sheet duo and this match proved that Miz and Morrison are as terrific together now as they were over a decade ago. The title change was the right move as Miz and Morrison have momentum right now and it puts New Day in chase mode.
Superstar of the Week: Seth Rollins & Murphy
Seth Rollins and Murphy is the team I didn't know I wanted until we got it. They haven't teamed together a ton since winning the Raw Tag Team Championship a little over a month ago, but when they do, it's magic as seen at Super ShowDown on Thursday. Before that, they had the chance to impress in singles competition on Monday's Raw. Murphy vs. Angelo Dawkins is merely a means to an end while Rollins vs. Montez Ford was a blast while it lasted. Their tag team affair at Super ShowDown was equally entertaining and saw Rollins and Murphy retain their titles.
Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, February 24
Although I found Super ShowDown to be the best event WWE has produced in Saudi Arabia to date, I realize that isn't saying much and it was still an abysmal show on the whole (especially because of those final four matches). SmackDown was mediocre as usual and even NXT was uneventful by the brand's standards, making Raw the "Show of the Week" by default. Not a ton happened, mind you, but I wasn't completely bored by the three hours. The hype for Super ShowDown was solid and the wrestling was pretty good. There's a lot to like on Monday nights right now.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Drew McIntyre sit-down interview: I really wish WWE would do this type of stuff more often. This was super effective in establishing McIntyre as a likable character and someone fans can rally behind heading into WrestleMania 36. I loved how they recapped his journey to the top and had him explain why his upcoming match with Brock Lesnar means so much to him. WWE is doing an excellent job of keeping McIntyre hot coming off his Royal Rumble victory. I assume they've been waiting until after Super ShowDown to officially kick off the McIntyre vs. Lesnar feud, but look for it to heat up again now that the event is in the books.
· Aleister Black vs. Erick Rowan: Their initial encounter exceeded my expectations and this was a quality content as well. I've never been the biggest Erick Rowan fan and don't really care for his current push, but he has held his own against Black in these back-to-back bouts. I didn't have much of a desire to see dominate Rowan on offense, but it made sense with The O.C. having attacked Black backstage before the bout. I genuinely thought Rowan would be the first one to pin Black in singles competition, but thankfully, that was not the case.
· Seth Rollins vs. Montez Ford: Interestingly enough, I don't think I've ever seen Ford in one-on-one action before. He had the chance to shine here against a multi-time world champion and made the most of it. Ford has serious potential as a singles star, but for Angelo Dawkins' sake, here's hoping The Street Profits don't break up any time soon. This was a well-wrestled match that received plenty of time and I was glad Ford looked credible in defeat. It also served to set up the Raw Tag Team Championship clash for Super ShowDown.
· Humberto Carrillo vs. Angel Garza: These two worked well together on 205 Live last year and thus it was no surprise that their match on Monday's Raw was great. Carrillo is very talented, but WWE hasn't given fans a reason to invest in him yet. Garza, on the other hand, is the complete package and I applaud the company for going all the way with him. Their rematch at Super ShowDown was entertaining as well and I'm happy there hasn't been 50/50 booking.
· The Miz and John Morrison vs. The Usos: There was very little that I liked about SmackDown this week, so I'm stretching here with this one. However, the match was exciting enough that I'm willing to include it in the "Highlights" column. I would have waited to do it for when it could have meant more, but I enjoyed this for what it was. That said, Miz and Morrison should not have lost clean one day removed from winning the SmackDown Tag Team Championship. That was a dumb decision. Worse yet, they'll have to defend their newly-won titles inside the Elimination Chamber next Sunday. Champions retaining in the Chamber is never practical, but it's too early for them to be dropping the straps, so this paints WWE into a corner.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Bianca Belair: I loved how this had a big fight feel and Flair being back in Full Sail University was quite the sight. They had a pretty good match that could have been better. I'm sure the fact that they were short on time had to do with that, as the finish felt rushed. Rhea Ripley going through her full entrance before making the save for Belair afterward was looked silly.
· Tommaso Ciampa and Austin Theory: I've said this plenty in the past, but Theory has a very bright future ahead of him in NXT. Once he develops a character for himself, he'll be set. The outcome of this contest was never in doubt, but he scored plenty of offense against Ciampa and had a strong showing. Johnny Gargano's post-match attack on Ciampa was well done.
· Dominick Dijakovic vs. Cameron Grimes: Say what you will about Grimes, but the dude can go in the ring. He and Dijakovic had a top-tier opener and Grimes winning was surprising. I'm guessing Grimes vs. Dijakovic vs. Damian Priest (who cost Dijakovic the victory) vs. Keith Lee for the NXT North American Championship is on the horizon.
This Week's Low Points
· Ricochet vs. Luke Gallows: If the main goal of this match was to establish Ricochet as a threat to Brock Lesnar going into Super ShowDown, it failed. Yes, we already know that Ricochet went on to lose to Lesnar in a matter of 90 seconds in Saudi Arabia (more on that later), but it's not like anyone was actually buying the idea of him winning to begin with and this didn't really help with that. I'm glad he won, but it wasn't an impressive performance and a win over Gallows means nothing. After all, he and Karl Anderson were squashed by Drew McIntyre a month ago, so fans have been conditioned to not take him seriously whatsoever.
· Goldberg vs. "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt: To keep this concise as possible, Goldberg beating The Fiend for the Universal Championship was a massive mistake. Maybe WWE thought they were swerving us by booking a title change so close to WrestleMania 36, and they definitely did, but not for the right reasons. Regardless of what you thought about Wyatt as champion, WWE has put so much effort into building him up over the last year that having him lose so decisively to a WWE Hall of Famer is an insanely stupid move.
· Brock Lesnar vs. Ricochet: As previously mentioned, no one was putting their money on Ricochet winning the WWE Championship at Super ShowDown, but at the very least, Ricochet should have scored some offense before losing to Lesnar. I don't think I saw him hit one move in those 90 seconds. WWE would have been better off putting Zack Ryder or someone along those lines in there instead because this basically solidified Ricochet as a jobber to the stars. What a disappointment this ended up being.
· Roman Reigns vs. King Corbin: Is an explanation even needed here? Reigns and Corbin have never had great in-ring chemistry together, though their Falls Count Anywhere affair at the Royal Rumble would have been the perfect place for them to wrap up their rivalry. Unfortunately, WWE insisted on it continuing and thus we had to suffer through this Steel Cage match. Unsurprisingly, it sucked. I could do without another Reigns vs. Corbin encounter for the rest of forever.
· Tuwaqi Trophy Gauntlet match: I didn't have high hopes for this when it was originally announced (the array of talent involved was so random), but it somehow wound up being worse than expected. I love R-Truth as much as anyone, but he should not have been the person to run the gauntlet a la Seth Rollins in 2018 and Kofi Kingston in 2019. It was a joke for him to be pinning Bobby Lashley and then Andrade (the United States Champion!) in fluky fashion. As if that wasn't bad enough, AJ Styles was on the verge of victory before The Undertaker returned and defeated him with a chokeslam. To say that didn't do Styles any favors would be an understatement, but I am interested to see what the followup will be and if it'll tie into Styles vs. Aleister Black at all.
· John Cena and "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt: Cena cut a hell of a promo in his return to SmackDown and the crowd ate it up, but I'm not a fan of him facing The Fiend at WrestleMania, at least not in a match without anything on the line. Cena spoke about how he didn't want to take up a spot on the 'Mania card without earning it, only to accept Wyatt's challenge moments later. Uhm, what?
· Contract signings: I would've included the Raw contract signing in the "Low Points" column anyway because of how predictable it was, but I couldn't believe that SmackDown hosted a contract signing of its own days later. Both were nothing special, but the second one built to a Handicap match I have zero interest in with Braun Strowman facing Shinsuke Nakamura, Cesaro and Sami Zayn.
· The Forgotten Sons vs. The Grizzled Young Veterans: I'm all for Grizzled Young Veterans on NXT, but even they couldn't make me care about Forgotten Sons, who are apparently babyfaces now. They're a lame faction no matter how they're portrayed. The match was perfectly fine yet nothing you'll remember a week from now.
