WEEK OF FEBRUARY 2, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: ROYAL RUMBLE MATCH - WWE ROYAL RUMBLE
After last year's disappointment of a Royal Rumble match, I had high expectations for this year's installment, and they were certainly exceeded. Unlike the year prior, the comedy in this near-hour bout was limited, whereas the stories being told in the squared circle were what really took precedence. From the shocking returns of Chris Jericho, Goldust and Godfather to Bo Dallas' monumental debut to Kofi Kingston's exhilarating chair spot, this match had it all. Of course, I wasn't happy with the ending result of John Cena winning (for the second time, no less), but it's something I can easily shrug off since we saw it coming regardless. Nonetheless, this year's Royal Rumble match was extremely entertaining and will undoubtedly be hard to top in the remainder of 2013. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: THE ROCK
Since April 2012, The Rock had set his sights on once again becoming WWE Champion. He announced back at Raw 1000 in July that he'd be contending for the prestigious prize at the Royal Rumble pay-per-view, so the stage had been set. He teased then-WWE Champion CM Punk for weeks, telling him that times was up. At the event, Rock and Punk battled in a near-20 minute classic that saw both icons get the upper hand over one another during the course of the contest. Despite interference from The Shield, Rock landed a symbolic People's Elbow on Punk and covered the Voice of the Voiceless for the three count and WWE Championship. It's obvious Rocky won't be title holder forever, but his reign as champ should certainly be a fun one. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE ROYAL RUMBLE
Without a doubt, the Royal Rumble pay-per-view from last Sunday night was the best show over the course of the week in wrestling. From an entertaining opener to an exciting Royal Rumble to a monumental main event, this event will not soon be forgotten. Sure, the results were pretty predictable, but the important thing is that they all made sense. Even if you didn't like the winners of each contest, it was the awesome action that really stole the night away. Monday's Raw would've been a great show had it not been for the horrendous Raw Roulette theme, but it still featured a number of memorable moments regardless. WWE Main Event, however, has taken a turn for the worst in recent months. Nothing has been particularly bad with it, but it doesn't feel as special as it once was. Furthermore, this week's edition of Friday Night SmackDown contained mostly standard stuff and nothing you wouldn't see any other week. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Royal Rumble returns: The Royal Rumble match is always known for its shocking returns, and this year was no exception. The best part about the returns of Chris Jericho, Goldust and Godfather is that no one saw them coming, so that's what made their respective moments feel that much more special.
· Trish Stratus in the WWE Hall of Fame: Yet another strong addition to the WWE Hall of Fame Class of 2012. Trish Stratus is extremely deserving of the honor and it'll be a treat to see her inducted the night before WrestleMania 29.
· The Rock and CM Punk: Not only did they end the Royal Rumble event on an electric note, but they carried the major momentum to Monday's Raw, where the two clashed in yet another excellent promo. Their WWE Championship rematch at Elimination Chamber in a few weeks should be great.
· Bo Dallas debut: WWE has done a fantastic job of debuting NXT talents on the main roster in recent months, and Bo Dallas is a prime example of that. Within 24 hours, he eliminated Wade Barrett in the Royal Rumble match and defeated him in a non-title match the next night on Raw. If booked correctly, Dallas can be a breakout star for the company in no time.
· Brock Lesnar returns: For the first time since August, Brock Lesnar has returned to Raw, and in controversial fashion, no less. Lesnar brutalized Mr. McMahon with an F-5 at the conclusion of the show, giving me high hopes for what the future holds for the Next Big Thing. Here comes the pain!
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Big Show: Their Last Man Standing match at Royal Rumble made for an entertaining opener and their segment the next night on Raw was equally as effective. On SmackDown, Del Rio ambushed Show in the parking lot, but only before Show targeted Ricardo Rodriguez backstage. This feud has been well done thus far and I look forward to where it goes from here.
· Paul Heyman: Needless to say, Heyman is easily one of the greatest acts in all of wrestling today. His mic work, facial expression and overall antics on Monday's Raw were nothing short of brilliance. Heyman has been fantastic since returning to WWE last May and his potential pairing with Lesnar, Punk and The Shield should be intriguing going forward.
· Team Hell No vs. Rey Mysterio and Sin Cara: A very entertaining tag team match. Mysterio and Cara make a great team, so it's nice to see they're still together despite their recent absences. Here's hoping they become WWE Tag Team Champions sooner rather than later.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· John Cena wins the Royal Rumble: While the Rumble itself was very entertaining, it still disappoints me that Cena emerged as the victor. He didn't need the win and could've easily scored the number one contender's spot at Elimination Chamber spot, but at least it could be seen coming months in advance.
· Karaoke contest: Man, was this brutal or what? There's nothing worse than The Great Khali singing, and this whole segment pretty much screamed filler. On that same note, the whole Raw Roulette concept is almost always a disaster to begin with.
· Kaitlyn vs. Tamina: This wasn't a good match in the slightest. It had potential, but the whole Lumberjill thing basically ruined it. Not to mention the sloppy brawl that ensued following the bout between all the Divas.
· Brodus Clay vs. Tensai: Now, I actually somewhat enjoy the idea of Tensai turning face since it's at least a change in character for him, but his dance contest with Brodus Clay on Raw was a giant waste of time. Of course, the worst part would have to be Tensai wearing lingerie during the entire thing.
· John Cena vs. Cody Rhodes: This could've been a great match, but it was instead relegated to a two minute squash. Cena's post-match promo was fine, but this match didn't need to happen at all.
· The Great Khali vs. Jinder Mahal: What purpose did this serve? Yes, these two have history, but that wasn't even the reason this bout happened anyway. Fingers crossed Khali is unable to compete in the Elimination Chamber in a few weeks, as I believe that would be beneficial to everyone else already involved.
· Team Rhodes Scholars split up: I realize that both Cody Rhodes and Damien Sandow can be great as singles competitors, but splitting the tandem right now is a mistake in my opinion. It's a shame that all they ever did during their time together was getting jobbed out by Team Hell No and fail to win the WWE Tag Team Championships on multiple occasions.
· Jack Swagger returns: I'm glad Jack Swagger has finally returned to television, but he hasn't seemed to have changed anything about his character from when we last saw him in September. It's nice to see him being pushed for the time being, but character development is desperately needed if he wants to get anywhere in WWE.
