Week of February 4, 2017
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. John Cena: WWE Championship Match - Royal Rumble, January 29
For all the amazing matches that occurred over Royal Rumble weekend, there wasn't one that captivated me more than AJ Styles vs. John Cena for the WWE Championship. Sure, we've seen them go at twice before, and you would think that they wouldn't able to top themselves. And if they didn't, they certainly came close with their latest instant classic. From constant counters to suspenseful nearfalls, I was on the edge of my seat the entire time. Cena has earned the right to make history by becoming a 16-time world champion. 

Superstar of the Week: Randy Orton
I guess you could say Randy Orton's Royal Rumble win came... out of nowhere. All jokes aside, I wasn't a huge fan of the Rumble match itself, but to call it one of the worst ever is nonsense. And let's face it: Orton emerging victorious, while not ideal, was a far better option than Reigns winning again. There are at least a few different intriguing scenarios with Orton challenging for the title at the Show of Shows. He was also able to further his momentum on Tuesday night when he shockingly pinned new WWE Champion John Cena clean in tag team action. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: San Antonio, January 28
Well, NXT did it again. Just when you thought they would deliver their first subpar TakeOver special, San Antonio exceeded all expectations in being an exceptional event on Saturday night. Was it among the greatest TakeOver installments of all-time? I wouldn't say so, but it was still a strong show from start to finish with an abundance of exciting in-ring action and memorable moments. Bobby Roode capturing the NXT Championship in shocking fashion was the highlight of the night for me, but I also thoroughly enjoyed Seth Rollins' invasion, Roderick Strong vs. Andrade Almas, and more. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Bobby Roode: I figured these two would have a pretty good match, but not as great of a matchup as they ended up having together. Despite never facing off one-on-one in a televised match before, they instantly found chemistry and I loved the dynamic they had. Nakamura's selling was sensational to the point where I legitimately thought he was injured. Meanwhile, Roode's NXT Championship victory was simply... glorious. Could this mean that we'll be seeing Nakamura on the main roster sooner rather than later? If I had to take a guess, he'll debut the night after WrestleMania 33.
· Roderick Strong vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: I feel this match was lost in the shuffle of everything that happened over the weekend. Sure, it barely had a build coming into the event, but this was an absolute war with both guys battering each other in an extremely entertaining affair. Neither of them had yet to have truly breakout performances in NXT, but this was it. Strong made a, well, strong initial impression in his TakeOver debut while Almas continues to prove why he so much better as a heel. The future is bright for these guys.
· Kevin Owens vs. Roman Reigns: After having seen this match more than a million times (or so it feels like) over the past several months, I virtually had no interest in Owens vs. Reigns Part 340934 at the Royal Rumble. To their credit, however, they ultimately delivered an awesome match where they definitely benefited from the No Disqualification stipulation. Braun Strowman's interference allowed Owens to retain while also furthering the feud between himself and Reigns. Now, if they can spend a good while away from each other, then I will be content.
· Samoa Joe debuts: I know I wasn't the only one that was disappointed by Joe's absence from the Royal Rumble match. It just seemed like the perfect opportunity to have him arrive and make an immediate impact. That said, it all made sense the next night on Raw when Joe made his main roster debut and attacked Seth Rollins. Regardless of what Rollins' role will be going forward, this is a brilliant way to bring Joe into the fold in a major way straight from the get-go.
· AJ Styles vs. Dean Ambrose: I wouldn't have gone back to this bout so soon after their rivalry was seemingly blown off at TLC two months ago, but there's no denying they produce phenomenal (pun intended) matches every time they step in the right against one another and this was no exception. Additionally, there was an added purpose with both men colliding in the Elimination Chamber match for the WWE Championship next Sunday. Typically, I'm not a proponent of distractions at ringside with other Superstars, but The Miz and Baron Corbin played their roles well here. And of course, the right man went over. Here's hoping Styles remains a focal point on SmackDown despite no longer being champion.
· Akira Tozawa debuts: Lost among all the amazing (and not-so-amazing) things that have happened over the past week or so has been Tozawa, who finally debuted on 205 Live on Tuesday night. I have been anticipating his arrival for some time now and he had a fun little outing against Aaron Solow, so I'm already a fan.
This Week's Low Points
· Seth Rollins injured: To say this is a big blow to the current roster, especially on the Raw side, would be a major understatement. As of this writing, not much is known about the extent of the injury, but it isn't looking good and he might miss upwards of four to six months. Obviously, that puts his highly anticipated WrestleMania match with Triple H in jeopardy. And I was really looking forward to his feud with Samoa Joe, too, so this is a massive shame. After he missed 'Mania last year, this is the last thing fans wanted to see happen. Here's hoping the prognosis isn't as bad as many of us fear it is at the moment, but time will tell.
· Tye Dillinger vs. Eric Young: This was far from being a bad bout, but it simply paled in comparison to everything else on the TakeOver: San Antonio card. It didn't help that they didn't have too much time to build up their feud, but then again, neither did Andrade "Cien" Almas and Roderick Strong and they had a terrific match. Dillinger is a ton of fun (congrats to him on getting in the Royal Rumble match), but Young doesn't do much for me. That said, Yong needed this win in order for SAnitY to become any sort of a threat in NXT.
· Tony Nese vs. Mustafa Ali: I say the same thing every week, so I apologize if I sound like a broken record, but I find it fairly difficult to invest in Nese's character, whatever that might be. He wins some matches and he loses some matches, so why should I care? He needs a consistent string of victories for me to really buy into him at this point. And the same can be said about Ali. They did the right thing in spotlighting him in that six-man tag team match last week on Raw, but this loss didn't do him any favors and seemingly cut his push short. In so many words, 50/50 booking benefits nobody.
· Sasha Banks vs. Nia Jax: I didn't mind either of the matches they had at the Royal Rumble or on Raw, but I was surprised by how quickly Banks was squashed by Jax. I'm happy Jax won to establish her as the monster of the division, and Banks is injured in storyline, but wasn't that the same woman who headlined Hell in a Cell not too long ago? The real reason this winds up in the "Low Points" column is because of the confusing finish. Their match on Raw randomly ended despite Banks not tapping.
· American Alpha's open challenge: Unlike some fans, The Revival weren't the first team that popped into my head when American Alpha announced they would be holding an open challenge on SmackDown Live, though they probably should have. The Revival are needed on the main roster right now, but NXT is so void of real teams with TM61 getting hurt that it might be a while. At any rate, every tandem on the blue brand coming out to brawl was rather underwhelming. The Usos haven't been on television in ages, and I can't take the rest of them seriously, including Heath Slater and Rhyno who haven't done anything of note since they dropped the tag titles. The division definitely needs some direction.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Kalisto: I didn't mind their initial encounter all those weeks ago being so short because I figured they would have longer matches down the line, but that wasn't the case here. Moreover, when the hell is Ziggler going to ditch the tired entrance music and the attire? His heel turn won't be complete until he does, so hopefully soon.
