Week of February 7, 2015
Match of the Week: Daniel Bryan vs. Seth Rollins - Raw, February 2
I've had several people ask me in the last week if Roman Reigns putting his WWE World Heavyweight Championship shot at WrestleMania 31 on the line against Daniel Bryan at Fastlane as the plan all along, and while I can say with certainty that it wasn't, it was still a smart path for them to take. I still strongly believe Reigns is going into WrestleMania as the challenger, but at least WWE listened to its audience and shut them up (for the time being) by giving them what they wanted. In changing plans, we were also presented with an excellent match in the main event of Raw this week between Bryan and Seth Rollins. It's a match I've been anxiously awaiting to see since Bryan returned from injury earlier this year and it was every bit as great as I hoped it would be. I'm also glad they didn't go all-out since I'm sure we'll be seeing them clash (hopefully over the world title) again at some point later this year. Bryan's big win sent the crowd home happy and set up the major match with him and Reigns at the pending pay-per-view. 

Superstar of the Week: Daniel Bryan
Well, I guess it's been proven: ask and you shall receive (if you ask loud enough, that is). It's amazing how big of a difference one week makes. In the Royal Rumble match two weeks ago, Bryan was essentially an afterthought (despite not going in as one), getting thrown out randomly and not being heard from again for the rest of the night. One week later, he was given his rightful opportunity to potentially headline WrestleMania 31 for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship (again) by beating Seth Rollins in a great match in the main event. Sure, the path WWE is taking with this whole storyline makes little to no sense, but I can't fault them for it; it's what the fans wanted, and they're giving it to them. Bryan ended the week on a high note with a win in 3-on-1 Handicap action on SmackDown, beating Rollins and J&J Security. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, February 2
This is one of the rare weeks where Raw was actually better than NXT (don't expect that next week with the Takeover special), though not by much. I wouldn't call this past week's Raw great by any means, but it was a vast improvement over what we've been getting as of late, and a promising sign of the direction WrestleMania might be headed in. There's still a lot of uncertainty surrounding several Superstars and matches at 'Mania, but the card they're currently building for Fastlane in a few weeks looks promising. Other than Daniel Bryan and Seth Rollins stealing the show in the main event, we got to see two fresh matches with Dolph Ziggler battling Bray Wyatt and Ryback battling Luke Harper. Both bouts were good and I was glad to see some of the matches get more time and focus than usual. There was also storyline progression with Dean Ambrose, John Cena, Rusev, Gold and Stardust and others. As noted, it wasn't an exceptional episode, but it was enjoyable. Hopefully they can only build on this momentum as Fastlane quickly approaches. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Bray Wyatt vs. Dolph Ziggler: I've heard a few criticisms regarding this match, but I really enjoyed it. If nothing else, it was something new and fresh, and how often do we get matches we don't usually see? Wyatt and Ziggler were given a chunk of time and they more than made the most of it. The action was entertaining down the stretch and I absolutely loved the finish out of nowhere from Wyatt. Speaking of whom, it's all but confirmed at this point he's facing Undertaker at WrestleMania, which explains why he scored the clean win here.
· Ryback vs. Luke Harper: As big of a Ryback fan that I am, even I can admit that he's not the strongest in-ring worker, but this was definitely one of his better outings in recent memory. Perhaps it was because Harper is so damn great, but Ryback held his own as well. They had a solid albeit brief five minute match, but much like Wyatt vs. Ziggler, it was something we had never seen before, so that's all it takes for it to earn a spot in the "Highlights" column.
· Roman Reigns vs. The Miz: I know he wasn't intended to be the focus, but Miz was awesome (pardon the pun) here. We haven't seen him this aggressive in quite some time and it was a nice change of pace for him. I'd love to see him this aggressive going forward, especially moving into this inevitable feud with Damien Mizdow. He and Reigns wrestled a better than expected match, and Miz's dominance early on made him look good even in defeat.
· Dean Ambrose and Rusev: No, these two had absolutely nothing to do with each other in the last seven days, but they both respectively had good weeks this week, so I figured I'd lump them into one category. Rusev solidified his dominance over Erick Rowan on both Raw and SmackDown while Ambrose did the same with Curtis Axel. On a side note, both are too talented to be wasted on the WrestleMania card, so hopefully both of them are giving something meaningful to do at The Show of Shows.
· Finn Balor vs. Hideo Itami: Was this great or was this great? Yeah, this was pretty great. I was surprised to see them give away this dream match so early into their respective runs, but I'm sure NXT knows they won't be there for much longer so they might as well give it away now. Balor and Itami put forth a strong effort and I'm very much looking forward to Balor vs. Adrian Neville in the finals of the tournament next week.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Big Show: This match angered me more than anything else this week. First off, I thought they blew this feud off last week on SmackDown, so you can only imagine how I felt when it was announced as the opener for Raw. They wrestled another sub-par match, but the worst part about it was that Reigns lost by pinfall. May I mind you that this Reigns' first ever singles loss since joining the main roster and it came at the hands of... Big Show. And it wasn't even made out to be a big deal! What a waste that was.
· The Miz vs. Sin Cara: Don't mix this up with the backstage segment Miz and Damien Mizdow; that was excellent. They're doing a stellar job of making people want to see Miz get his comeuppance. The match was an afterthought since Mizdow was the focus the entire time, and I realized what they were going for with the Sin Cara win, but why Sin Cara of all people? He hasn't been relevant on the main roster in years. Plus, if Sin Cara can beat him, what's it going to mean when Mizdow finally does?
· Paige vs. Alicia Fox: Although there are some flaws with the current Divas Championship feud between Paige and The Bella Twins (where's Natalya?), it's a simple story and they're handling it well. However, repeating the same match twice in one week made very little sense and made me care less about the Divas division. What's worse is that both Paige and Fox have turned twice in the last year since they first feuded. That says a lot about the character development (or lack thereof) of both women.
· Fandango vs. Adam Rose: I didn't mind their Superstars match as much, but obviously, a lot more people are watching SmackDown that Superstars, so to most of the audience, this match was completely illogical. At last check, both Fandango and Rose were heels and no one cared about either of them. Fandango teased a face turn toward the end by playing to the crowd, but I still maintain that he won't get anywhere in WWE until he ditches the lame dancer gimmick.
· Emma vs. Carmella: I was really looking forward to Emma's return to NXT... before she wrestled a mediocre match with Carmella and lost. I'll give them credit where credit is due: at least the loss looks to be leading somewhere for Emma, but why did she have to lose to Carmella? Alexa Bliss would've been a better fit since she's talented in the ring while Carmella since has a long way to go.
