Week of February 8, 2020
Match of the Week: Kevin Owens and The Viking Raiders vs. Buddy Murphy and AOP: Six-Man Tag Team Elimination Match - Raw, February 3
No, nothing has been on the line throughout Kevin Owens' ruthless rivalry with Seth Rollins and company, but the matches have been excellent and the storytelling has been strong, so what's there to complain about? I've loved how it's progressed from where it started with Owens, Rollins and AOP to where it is now with The Viking Raiders, Samoa Joe and Buddy Murphy being added to the mix. This was a very well-worked six-man tag team elimination match with a hot crowd to boot. Owens came up short of scoring the victory, but he looked like a star in defeat.
Superstar of the Week: Angel Garza
Talk about making an impact from the get-go. Angel Garza has been on the fast track to super stardom ever since he signed with WWE last April. He debuted on NXT TV in the summer as part of the Breakout Tournament, won the NXT Cruiserweight Championship in December, and is now apparently a full-fledged member of the Raw roster. He came close to putting his cousin Humberto Carrillo on the shelf before taking Rey Mysterio to his limit in a great match. Garza then followed up his stellar showing from Monday night with a win over Isiah "Swerve" Scott two days later on NXT.
Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, February 3
As much as I enjoyed NXT on Wednesday night, I feel compelled to give this award to Monday's Raw because of how it was the best all-around episode of the show in recent memory. There was a lot less filler than usual and pretty much everything held my interest. As previously noted, the stuff with Kevin Owens and Seth Rollins has been a recurring highlight lately, Ricochet is the new number one contender to the WWE Championship, Drew McIntyre is dominating, and Randy Orton has returned to his heel roots. There's a lot to like about Raw right now, which is a refreshing change of pace.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ricochet vs. Seth Rollins vs. Bobby Lashley: Most fans figured Ricochet was winning as soon as this was announced, but that didn't hinder my enjoyment of the match whatsoever. All three men worked well together and it was a quality main event, but I'd be lying if I said I didn't want Lashley to score the victory so we could finally see him clash with Brock Lesnar at Super ShowDown. I realize that deserves to be a full-fledged feud, but I seriously doubt we're ever going to get it at this point. On the bright side, Ricochet vs. Lesnar makes sense because of what happened at the Royal Rumble and it has the potential to be a blast.
· Asuka vs. Natalya: It's not often that I include anything involving Natalya in the "Highlights" column, not because she's a bad wrestler but rather because she bores me as a character. However, to give credit where it's due, she and Asuka had a hell of a match. It felt fresh and both women had strong showings. Needless to say, Asuka winning was the right call. She'll meet Becky Lynch in a rematch for the Raw Women's Championship next week. By the way, is it just me or was Lynch teasing a heel turn on Monday's Raw?
· Charlotte Flair, Rhea Ripley and Bianca Belair: Flair versus either Lynch or Bayley at WrestleMania 36 would have been a massive disappointment, so I'm glad she appears to be choosing Ripley instead. It's an interesting idea for a member of the main roster to challenge for an NXT championship, so long as Flair doesn't win the title. Both interactions between Flair and Ripley this week were well done and I absolutely loved Belair getting in Flair's face on Wednesday night. There's still time for this to turn into a Triple Threat.
· Tommaso Ciampa and The BroserWeights vs. Undisputed Era: NXT doesn't overdo multi-person matches as much as the main roster does, so I liked this as the main event for this week's show. Not only were two feuds furthered, it had an exciting pace and the crowd was into the action. I also didn't mind the non-finish because of how it protected both trios. Finally, Velveteen Dream returning following a five-month hiatus was the perfect way to end the episode.
· Jordan Devlin vs. Tyler Breeze: It was an odd choice at the time for Devlin to take the NXT Cruiserweight Championship from Angel Garza at Worlds Collide, but it's proven to be a blessing in disguise in retrospect. Garza has since moved up to Raw and Devlin can now appear on three different brands (NXT, NXT UK and 205 Live). His first match as champion at Full Sail University was an entertaining one against Tyler Breeze, who is supremely underrated. It's cool to see him still being used while Fandango is out injured. Devlin beating Breeze here was virtually guaranteed, yet it was a very well-wrestled encounter while it lasted. Devlin's title reign is already off to a strong start and I'm excited more fans are about to be exposed to his greatness.
· Jordan Devlin vs. Lio Rush vs. Tony Nese: If Garza wasn't my "Superstar of the Week," it would have been Devlin. Following his great match on NXT, he continued his hot momentum by beating two of 205 Live's finest on Friday night. This was a terrific Triple Threat and one of the best matches I've seen on the show in some time. 205 Live will benefit from having Devlin around.
This Week's Low Points
· Liv Morgan vs. Lana: It's hard to call this terrible when it didn't last more than two minutes, but what we got in those two minutes definitely wasn't good. Like I said last week, Morgan is decent, but Lana needs to stay away as far away from the ring as possible. The worst part about this was that it wasn't necessary after Morgan already beat Lana the week prior and the outcome here was no different. Ruby Riott returning afterward was a pleasant surprise and I like that Morgan is the first person she's going after, but I have no desire to see Riott and Lana form an alliance. There is no need for Lana to be involved in a Riott vs. Morgan feud.
· Aleister Black vs. Eric Young: This is merely a minor "Low Point." I'm all for Black squashing dudes, but he's been doing it for nearly a year now. He just wrapped up his rivalry with (Buddy) Murphy, but it feels like he's back in the same holding pattern he was in before recently. It's encouraging he's receiving mic time after his matches, but nothing of what he says makes any sense whatsoever. In fact, it sounds a lot like the nonsense he was spewing in those backstage segments last year. Hopefully there's an endgame to this.
· Roman Reigns and King Corbin: Good grief, WWE. End this godforsaken feud already! TLC, Royal Rumble or even last week's SmackDown all would have been fine times for it to conclude, but the company is adamant about booking them in matches for the rest of eternity. The issue is that they lack in-ring chemistry and neither of them are benefiting from beating the other at this point. Reigns vs. Corbin inside a steel cage at Super ShowDown does not sound exciting in the slightest. How anyone could care is beyond me.
· Sheamus vs. Apollo Crews: I'm sure Crews is thrilled to be back on WWE TV following a four-month layoff only to lose to Sheamus in under 30 seconds. Ugh. He's another guy who would be better off elsewhere as I don't think there's any hope left for him in WWE. Shorty G coming to his aid post-match and getting laid out didn't help matters, either. I don't mind Sheamus being built back up to be a dominant heel, but I don't see what he gains from defeating Shorty again.
· Braun Strowman and Shinsuke Nakamura: Much like Reigns vs. Corbin, I have no interest in seeing this feud continue. Yes, Nakamura and his little stable left Strowman laying in their segment on SmackDown, but I doubt anyone actually thinks Nakamura has a chance of regaining the gold from Strowman come their eventual rematch. I'm glad winning the Intercontinental Championship meant something to Strowman, but that belt has been such an afterthought lately that I don't have high hopes for his reign or expect him to make it any more important than it was previously. I assume WWE is trying to drag this out as long as possible until WrestleMania gets closer so they can transition Sheamus into the title picture. At least that could be a hard-hitting affair.
· The Singh Brothers vs. Joe Furrer and Devon Dixie: Although I loved 205 Live's Triple Threat main event on Friday night, the show was once again bogged down by The Singh Brothers. Their boring squash matches never serve a purpose. I'm amazed that of all the talented people in the Cruiserweight division that could be featured on 205 Live, The Singh Brothers are still all over it.
