Week of January 11, 2020
Match of the Week: Keith Lee vs. Dominik Dijakovic vs. Damian Priest vs. Cameron Grimes: NXT North American Championship No. 1 Contender's Fatal 4-Way Match - NXT, January 8
In all fairness, Keith Lee should have automatically earned an opportunity to wrestle for the NXT North American Championship after pinning Roderick Strong in one-on-one action before Survivor Series. However, I'm glad he had to go through this Fatal 4-Way to cement his spot as the number one contender because we got this great main event out of it. To no one's surprise, Lee, Dijakovic, Priest and Grimes had terrific chemistry together and had the fans on their feet the entire time. The outcome may have never been in much doubt, but I enjoyed the hell of this while it lasted.
Superstar of the Week: Drew McIntyre
I, for one, was supremely disappointed with how Drew McIntyre was handled by WWE in 2019. He wasn't "buried" by any means, but he should have accomplished a lot more considering he was just coming into his own at the beginning of the year. Thankfully, he's managed to bounce back with a string of dominant victories in recent weeks. Better way, he appears to be on the path to becoming a full-fledged babyface, which is the role that suits him best in my opinion. I really hope he can ride this wave of momentum into the Royal Rumble and win the whole thing.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, January 8
While this edition of NXT wasn't the best ever, it was nice to see the black-and-gold brand back on the air after taking a few weeks off for the holidays. In addition to the excellent aforementioned main event, we also witnessed the kickoff to the 2020 Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic, a stellar showcase for the stacked women's division, a fun squash from Austin Theory, the setup for Johnny Gargano vs. Finn Balor at TakeOver: Portland, and the NXT TV debuts of Chelsea Green and Robert Stone. Between TakeOver and Worlds Collide coming up, the next few weeks should be a blast.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Andrade vs. Rey Mysterio: I know it feels like we've seen a million matches between these two over the last year or so, but I couldn't care less because of how outstanding all of their encounters have been. This one was no exception as they brought the best out of each other once again and kicked off the in-ring portion of Raw on a high note. I would have actually recognized it as the "Match of the Week" if it wasn't for that weird finish. Something definitely went wrong there, but otherwise, this was loads of fun. Based off what happened afterward, I assume their feud isn't over yet. Hey, you won't hear any complaints out of me!
· Brock Lesnar declares No. 1 in the Royal Rumble: Well, this was certainly an unexpected (yet pleasantly surprising) twist. I figured Lesnar's appearance on Raw this week would be used to set up his match for the Royal Rumble, but instead we found out he'll be entering the Rumble itself. I didn't know how to react to the news at first, but upon thinking about it some more, I came to realize that it was a positive. Never before have we seen the WWE Champion in the Rumble before, so the possibilities are endless.
· Miz TV with John Morrison: For anyone disappointed that this wasn't an episode of The Dirt Sheet, just give it time. I'm sure we'll be seeing one of those before long. It was awesome to not only see Morrison in a WWE ring again for the first time in eight years but also reunited with Miz. Promos were never his strong suit, but I thought he fared well for himself in his segment as well as on commentary during Miz vs. Kofi Kingston. That was a fun match as well and I like that Miz and Morrison have been firmly established as heels.
· Johnny Gargano and Finn Balor: This was an excellent war of words between Gargano and Balor that successful set up their one-on-one affair for TakeOver: Portland next month. What worked about it is that there was realism to a lot of what Gargano was saying about Balor, specifically when he mentioned that he decided to stay in NXT to continue to serve as its flag-bearer while Balor made the move to the main roster. Their TakeOver clash should be spectacular.
· Rhea Ripley, Toni Storm and Candice LeRae vs. Kay Lee Ray, Io Shirai and Bianca Belair: As I've said before, I don't think NXT's women's division has ever been more stacked than it is right now. I realize Storm and Ray are still regulars in NXT UK, but I don't think Storm is long for that brand. Don't be surprised if she transitions over to this show sooner rather than later. This served as an awesome showcase for the division with everyone involved getting a chance to deliver. NXT UK TakeOver: Blackpool was hyped through Storm and Ray, Ripley vs. Storm was confirmed for Worlds Collide, and it was announced that a Battle Royal will be held next week to determine the number one contender to Ripley's title in Portland. There's a lot to be excited about.
· Imperium vs. The Forgotten Sons: It feels weird putting a Forgotten Sons match in the "Highlights" column, but it's well deserved this week. Imperium performed at a high level per usual, but Forgotten Sons also had their most memorable showing in forever. In fact, I honestly thought this was better than Undisputed Era vs. Gallus later on in the night. Imperium advancing was the right call.
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev, Bobby Lashley and Lana: I promise you, I will continue to feature this storyline in the "Low Point" column until it ends. Nothing about the angle is redeeming. Sure, Rusev finds ways to be entertaining, but that has nothing to do with the poor material he's being given to work with. I honestly don't see how either Rusev or Lashley benefit from this whatsoever. The only thing that piqued my interest about their segment on Raw this week was when Lashley snapped at Lana, even though it didn't lead anywhere. Needless to say, I don't have high hopes for the rematch between Rusev and Lashley next week.
· Erick Rowan vs. KJ Orso: Although Rowan also finds himself in the "Low Points" column, at least there was a positive development with his character this week. He showed Mojo Rawley what was inside his cage backstage and Rawley acted horrified. Then, Rowan put Orso's face up to the cage after beating him and Orso was promptly sprayed in the face with blood. I guess that means we're at least a little bit closer to finding out what's inside the mysterious cage? I maintain that all of this television time for Rowan won't mean anything in the end.
· AJ Styles vs. Akira Tozawa: Don't get me wrong, seeing Styles mock his rival Randy Orton by hitting the RKO on Tozawa was pretty hilarious, I'm disappointed this was a quick squash and not a truly competitive contest. Tozawa has scored an ample amount of offense against the likes of Buddy Murphy, Drew McIntyre and Aleister Black in recent weeks, so I don't understand why he couldn't have had a fun match with Styles before losing. Plus, Styles needs to work on his Randy Orton pose. It was one of the worst I've seen.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Braun Strowman: This was perfectly fine, but the rivalry between Nakamura and Strowman has been beyond basic so far. The matches haven't been anything special and fans have been given zero reason to want to see Strowman win the Intercontinental Championship. I'm sure it's going to happen at the Royal Rumble, but I really wish he would have earned his title shot some other way that didn't involve him beating Nakamura in non-title action.
· Austin Theory vs. Joaquin Wilde: This wasn't a bad match at all, and in fact, I thought Theory came across great. The reason I put this in the "Low Points" section is because of how anticlimactic Wilde's return to the ring after so many months was. I realize he actually came back on 205 Live in December, but this was his first appearance on NXT TV since the summer. He has a hell of a story, but he proved during his IMPACT run that he is far better in the heel role. The DJ noises in his entrance hardly help and honestly make him more obnoxious than anything else. Here's hoping NXT gets the message and turns him heel at some point, using this loss as the explanation why. As long as he doesn't reunite with his BroMans partner Robert Stone, I'm content.
· 205 Live: The entire episode was so bad this week that I combined everything into one loaded "Low Point." I was enjoying Lio Rush vs. Isiah "Swerve" Scott before it was interrupted by The Singh Brothers. Ariya Daivari competed in another boring squash match. To top it all off, Tyler Breeze vs. Tony Nese was somehow underwhelming. WWE might as well cancel the show already.
