Week of January 17, 2015
Match of the Week: Sami Zayn vs. Adrian Neville - NXT, January 14
Was there ever any doubt? The epic encounter between Sami Zayn and Adrian Neville from December's R Evolution special earned my vote for the 2014 Match of the Year, so it should come as no surprise that their rematch on this week's NXT was the latest Match of the Year. Of course, nothing is going to top the first match they had over the NXT Championship because of everything that went into it, but they sure made a hell of an effort to do just that with this matchup. Not only was the action extremely entertaining, they once again managed to tell a stellar story with Zayn battling back from the injuries he suffered at the hands of Kevin Owens last month. He sold his injuries in convincing fashion and it put his title reign in jepoardy, even if fans knew there wasn't a chance of Neville winning. I was also pleasantly surprised by the clean finish and Owens waiting until afterward to make a statement. A Triple Threat match between these three at the next live special has the potential to be amazing. 

Superstar of the Week: Daniel Bryan
Daniel Bryan has been sorely missed by fans in his nine month absence and the product has suffered without him. That said, the timing couldn't have been better for him to return. On an otherwise lackluster episode of Raw, Bryan's segment was among the highlights. He had an enjoyable exchange with longtime foe Stephanie McMahon before avoiding an attack at the hands of Kane. Days later on Thursday night's SmackDown, Bryan promised that he'll secure victory in the Royal Rumble match and go on to WrestleMania 31 to win back the WWE World Heavyweight Championship he never lost. He took a step in the right direction by stepping in the ring for the first time since May and winning a six-man tag team match in the main event. As long as he can successfully Kane on next week's SmackDown, Bryan is as good as gold come next Sunday. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, January 15
The first Raw of the year didn't exactly kick off 2015 for WWE on a high note, but there wasn't any conceivable way that it could get any worse after that abomination of a show. Granted, Monday's Raw was a slightly better show than the week before, but not by much. It was once again bogged down by all the silliness with The Authority. I hate sounding like a broken record, but the heel authority shtick is a tired gimmick and it's making the shows nearly unbearable to sit through. Raw will have a gem from time to time, such as the segment with Daniel Bryan or the contract signing in the main event, but everything else just feels so stagnant. Thankfully, we have NXT. NXT is the perfect alternative to what we get from Raw every week, and the craziest part about it is that it's being produced by the same company! This week's edition of NXT was especially stellar as it featured an excellent title match, a great match between Tyson Kidd and Finn Balor, and a solid women's match. It was an enjoyable first episode on NXT's new night. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Randy Savage WWE Hall of Fame announcement: Ohhhh yeahhhh! It's been heavily rumored for a while now and a long time coming, but it's finally official: Macho Man is WWE Hall of Fame bound. The announcement early on Monday created buzz for Raw that night and the video package of Macho Man was very well done. Can you ever expect anything less from WWE's production team? The only real shame is that Savage won't be there to celebrate the occasion due to his death in 2011, but I can't wait to see the family in attendance for the event.
· WWE World Heavyweight Championship Match Contract Signing: Contract signings in pro wrestling are so cliche and I highly doubt they're bringing in any new viewers, but this was an exceptional segment. Rollins was highlighted throughout the entire episode of Raw and this was just the icing on the cake. He held his own against John Cena, Brock Lesnar and even Paul Heyman on the mic and stood out as a star by the end when he laid out both of his Royal Rumble opponents. Adding him to the title match was the best thing WWE could have done.
· John Cena vs. Seth Rollins: I was hesitant at first to add this to the "Highlights" column due to how many times we've been forced to sit through it over the last few months, but there's no denying how well they work together and the great matches they produce. This was another very good match between the two, but the jobs of three Superstars never felt like they were at stake. That was the biggest problem with it. Rollins got a big win out of it, but hopefully this is the last time they go one-on-one for a long, long while.
· Daniel Bryan, Dean Ambrose and Roman Reigns vs. Seth Rollins, Big Show and Kane: For a guy that's been out of action with an injury for the last nine months, Bryan didn't appear to have missed a step at all. It was cool to see him team up with Ambrose and Reigns for the first time ever, even if the match itself was relatively formulaic. Still, it was a good main event match for the first episode of SmackDown on Thursday night.
· Finn Balor vs. Tyson Kidd: There's just something about Balor that screams he's a star. I don't know if it's his look, mic skills, tremendous talent in the ring or what, but the dude is awesome and has a hell of a future ahead of him. Meanwhile, Kidd continues to flourish and he gave Balor one of his best matches yet. It was a great way of kicking off the night and I hope this isn't the last we see of them in the ring together.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns promo: I've given Reigns the benefit of the doubt at every turn since his return in December, but I'm sorry, this was just deplorable. I'm not putting all the blame on Reigns, but whoever is writing his promos deserves to be fired. Reigns needs all the help he can get at the moment and if anything, these terrible promos are only turning more fans against him. I still think he has a bright future in WWE, but this promo made it painfully apparent that he isn't ready for the main event of WrestleMania. Hopefully WWE officials realized that as well.
· Alicia Fox vs. Naomi: I will never, ever enjoy anything that involves someone having their arm tied behind their back. It's another tired gimmick match done by every heel authority figure. Fox has been damaged beyond the point of repair with all the constant face and heel turns, and I feel bad for Naomi's involvement in it. She's a future Divas champion no doubt, but it's garbage like this that make me shake my head with how WWE handles their women. It felt like a waste of time more than anything else.
· The New Day vs. Tyson Kidd and Cesaro: The match itself wasn't bad at all, and they even had a pretty entertaining match on the next night's Main Event. That doesn't change the fact The New Day is a horrendous gimmick. The crowds are obviously not getting behind it, so it leads me to believe that the clock is ticking on when they're going to turn heel. They're wasting the time of these three guys and the fans if it doesn't happen. As for Kidd and Cesaro, they should be challenging for the WWE Tag Team Championship, not losing to these jokers.
· Brie Bella vs. Paige: I haven't been content with the state of the Divas division in some time now, but the title picture is beyond convoluted at the moment, more so than it's been in a great while. Paige beat Divas Champion Nikki in non-title action last week, yet lost to her sister this week. How does that make her a threat to the title? It also doesn't help that the Divas matches are so short. It's not enough time for people to care about them.
· Gold and Stardust vs. Los Matadores: I'm confused as to why Gold and Stardust continue to lose matches to Los Matadores. It's obvious Los Matadores are never going to be taken seriously as legitimate threats, so who are their wins over the former tag champs benefiting? Unless they're building to a split between Gold and Stardust (and it doesn't seem like they are right now), then these matches are completely meaningless.
