Week of January 20, 2018
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Finn Balor - Raw, January 15
Seth Rollins and Finn Balor found themselves involved in last week's "Match of the Week" and this week is no different. Yes, it was rather random for them to clash in a rematch from SummerSlam 2016 on Monday night considering they aren't really feuding at the moment, but it was an excellent match, nonetheless. Even with the interference from everyone at ringside plus The Bar, they still managed to outdo themselves from their initial encounter two years ago. Most importantly, the Curb Stomp is back! That made for a fantastic finish to the matchup.
Superstar of the Week: Bobby Roode
Bobby Roode's stint on SmackDown Live so far hasn't been the most glorious, as he has found himself lost in the shuffle more often than not. However, that changed on Tuesday night when he advanced in the United States Championship Tournament by beating Mojo Rawley in the semifinals before knocking off Jinder Mahal in the main event to become the new United States Champion. The match itself wasn't incredibly exciting, but the result was what it needed to be, and Roode defeating a former WWE Champion to win the title was a major endorsement of him by the company.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, January 17
Full Sail University has been good to NXT over the years, but it was high time the black-and-yellow brand took their show elsewhere. Thus, Center Stage has provided NXT with a refreshing change of scenery over the last two weeks, and per usual, the latest episode did an effective job of setting up TakeOver: Philadelphia next weekend. We already knew a few matches that were happening, but Authors of Pain punched their ticket to the event with a win as well on Wednesday night. Plus, Roderick Strong showcased his skills against Fabian Aichner and Heavy Machinery returned to action.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Braun Strowman wreaks havoc: You either loved this angle or you hated it, but I think we can all agree that it was slightly stupid for Strowman to be "fired" and then immediately rehired a little more than an hour later. I didn't believe for a second that he was being removed from the Royal Rumble Universal Championship match. That said, I will never complain about seeing Strowman destroy everything in sight. This week, he made life hell for Kevin Dunn in the production area before tipping over a semi-truck. Honestly, this guy is the closest thing we have to a Stone Cold Steve Austin right now, yet WWE won't put the title on him.
· Asuka vs. Nia Jax: This was actually much more solid than Asuka's outing against Alexa Bliss a few weeks back, and that received more hype than this did I think. This is one of the bigger women's matches WWE can do right now, so it should have received more fanfare, but I did like it for as much time as it was given with Asuka working from underneath for once and ultimately walking away with the victory via "referee stoppage." It protected Jax in defeat and we obviously haven't seen the last of these women in the ring together.
· The Revival vs. local athletes: The Revival initially returned to Raw before Christmas and then disappeared because Creative apparently had nothing for them, but I was happy they resurfaced this past week with a short and sweet showcase. Their post-match promo was also above-average and they should get mic time more often, but I fear that it was designed to plant the seeds for them getting attacked by a bunch of Legends on next week's Raw 25 show. That would an absolute waste of them to be honest. Remember how well that worked for The Ascension? Spoiler: it didn't.
· Finn Balor and Sasha Banks vs. Shinsuke Nakamura and Natalya: I thoroughly enjoyed the debut of WWE Mixed Match Challenge after SmackDown Live. The one match format is appreciated because we already have 205 Live afterward, and it wasn't like they were rushed, either. WWE took a different approach with it than they do with their other main programs and the in-ring action delivered, so by all accounts, this was a successful pilot.
· TJP vs. Gran Metalik: For the second straight week, these two stole the show on 205 Live with a quality contest. It wasn't on the level of their clash in the finals of the Cruiserweight Classic, of course, but they have strong chemistry as opponents and it was better than most matches we tend to see in the Cruiserweight division nowadays. They also told a nice story with Metalik getting the better of TJP once again (and he desperately needs a string of wins) and TJP selling the loss. He didn't have another post-match meltdown, but he was caught crying backstage by Dasha Fuentes. Okay, so that was a bit weird, but I am interested to see where this goes and if TJP's character will evolve like it needs to.
This Week's Low Points
· Sheamus and Cesaro vs. Apollo Crews and Titus O'Neil: Leading the list of "Low Points" yet again this week is The Bar's latest meaningless match against Crews and O'Neil. I thought the upset win by the babyfaces would either lead to them being added to the Raw Tag Team Championship match at the Royal Rumble or the heels beating them the following week, but neither of those things happened. Instead, Titus Worldwide won again! I'd be fine with it if Crews and O'Neil had been building momentum over the course of a few weeks, but this comes completely out of nowhere. How anyone can possibly care is beyond me.
· Roman Reigns vs. The Miztourage: I realize this was meant to build toward next week's Intercontinental Championship match between Reigns and The Miz, and I am excited for that encounter, but this lasted way longer than it needed to. No one bought into the possibility of Miztourage winning for a single second and this would have been much more serviceable as a short squash. It didn't help that we've seen Miztourage involved in two other Handicap matches lately, so this was nothing new whatsoever.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Tony Nese: I actually enjoyed the match Alexander and Nese had on 205 Live last week and I went so far as to include in the "Highlights" column, but this rematch simply didn't need to happen. The crowd sat on their hands for a majority of the match and only popped when Alexander hit his finisher for the victory. I'm all for Alexander continuing to build momentum before he contends for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship again at the Royal Rumble, but surely Creative could have come up with something more original than another match with these two.
· Jinder Mahal vs. Xavier Woods: Although I was happy with the end result of Bobby Roode becoming United States Champion, none of the matches as part of the tournament on Tuesday were particularly great, and the Mahal vs. Woods bout was easily the worst of the bunch. Sure, they received a ton of time, but that might have actually worked against them because none of it was entertaining. Mahal, as a performer, simply bores me, and we all knew he was winning, anyway.
· Goldust vs. Drew Gulak, Tony Nese and Ariya Daivari: It has been evident for quite some time now that WWE's Cruiserweight division has many issues that must be addressed before it can be considered compelling, but this was one of the most mind-boggling decisions I've seen made on 205 Live in recent memory. I like Goldust as much as anyone else, but his presence on 205 Live over the past month has been strange, to say the least. His alliance with Alexander is whatever, but having him beat three of the top heels in the division was so stupid and made them all look pretty weak. If anyone was wondering why fans aren't at all invested in the Cruiserweight competitors, this is exactly why.
