Week of January 21, 2017
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns, Seth Rollins and Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens, Chris Jericho and Braun Strowman - Raw, January 16
I have made it quite clear as of late that I have been tired of seeing any combination of Roman Reigns and Seth Rollins vs. Kevin Owens and Chris Jericho, but this week's six-man tag team main event also involving Sami Zayn and Braun Strowman on Raw was a treat. Not only did the match further the feuds involved, but the in-ring action was entertaining and the crowd was engaged in everything they did. Better yet, the heels scored the much-needed victory before Owens closed out the episode as the last man standing. How often does that happen? 

Superstar of the Week: Mickie James
It has been pretty apparent since her strong showing against Asuka at NXT TakeOver: Toronto back in November that it was only inevitable before we would see Mickie James in a WWE ring again. Rumors ran rampant she was bound for the blue brand, and sure enough, she resurfaced this past week at the end of SmackDown Live, revealing herself as La Luchadora. She aided Alexa Bliss in her defense of the SmackDown Women's Championship, leading to fans asking, "Why, Mickie, why?" I suppose we'll find out soon enough, but what I do know for now is that James vs. Becky Lynch should be a fun feud. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, January 17
While there really wasn't much doubt as to what brand delivered the stronger show this week, I will say that it wasn't a complete landslide this time around in favor of Raw. The flagship show produced, in my opinion, one of its better all-around shows in many months. No, it wasn't an amazing episode, but the build for the Royal Rumble was well done and the good outweighed the bad. But you just can't bet against SmackDown Live these days as there was very little if anything from Tuesday's show that I could complain about. Although there were only three matches, each was meaningful. Less is more. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Cesaro and Sheamus vs. The Club: There is very little to get excited about these days when it comes to the tag team division on Raw, but I have to give credit where it's due. Both teams worked well against each other and they had an enjoyable match for the time they were given. Doing the "Dusty finish" with a heel tag team was weird, but if nothing else, the crowd popped for the near-title change which proved fans somehow still care about The Club. Thus, when they eventually do win the twin titles, the crowd won't (hopefully) sit on their hands. Here's hoping we see a rematch at the Royal Rumble despite Cesaro and Sheamus being in the Rumble.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Becky Lynch: I'm not sure if this was the best bout these two have contested during their long-running rivalry, but it was definitely an excellent effort from both ladies. They without a doubt belonged in that main event slot on SmackDown and I don't think that's the last time we'll see them close out the evening. Granted, they were running short on time by the time the match started, but the matchup benefited from taking place inside a steel cage. And of course, Mickie James' ultimate return was damn cool.
· The King's Court with Dolph Ziggler: I've seen mixed reviews of this segment, but I liked it a lot. I don't know why the crowd wouldn't have booed Ziggler after he basically took credit for giving their hometown hero Jerry Lawler a heart attack before kicking him in the chest, but the idea of it was fantastic. Ziggler is much more comfortable in the heel role, but I'm glad he isn't reverting back to this stupid "Show Off" persona so soon and is instead adding an extra aggressive edge to his character. He came off tremendously here and I look forward to where he goes going forward.
· Jack Gallagher vs. Ariya Daivari: It makes me happy that WWE turned this one-off match from the 205 Live premiere two months ago into a full-blown rivalry. In addition to giving Gallagher something worthwhile to do, it has allowed Daivari to come into his own as a top heel in the division as well. This "I Forfeit" match exceeded my expectations in being quite good, as I am typically not a fan of these type of matches. With this win, Gallagher should enter the title picture soon.
· NXT Championship match contract signing: I've seen better contract signings in NXT, but this was a straightforward segment with excellent mic work from Bobby Roode, nevertheless. Sure, there is plenty of room for improvement when it comes to Shinsuke Nakamura's English, but anyone who claims he won't find success on the main roster because of that is crazy. Even if he isn't given a manager, his charisma and in-ring ability are enough. At any rate, the fact they mentioned Roode being in attendance for Nakamura's debut match in NXT last April was a nice touch, and their match at TakeOver: San Antonio should be a blast. The rest of the card has come together nicely as well over the past several weeks.
This Week's Low Points
· Big E vs. Titus O'Neil: Another week, another atrocious segment and match from O'Neil and a member of The New Day. I don't think the endgame in all of this is to eventually add O'Neil to the group, so what's the point? Actually, I already know the answer to that, and it's because WWE merely wants to kill television time right now ahead of the Royal Rumble. But beyond that, what will New Day be involved in at WrestleMania 33? They are no longer the tag team champions and shouldn't go back after the belts any time soon, so it will be interesting to see whether they start to go their separate ways or continue with this crap through 'Mania season.
· Cedric Alexander vs. The Brian Kendrick: Although this was a nice little match while it lasted, I've quickly soured on whatever the hell they're doing right now with Alexander, Noam Dar and Alicia Fox. It's cool that Alexander and Dar are kept busy with their program, but the involvement of Fox has been deplorable. She is an awful actor and the whole crazy shtick grew tiresome years ago. Worse yet, she's become a focal point of all of Alexander's matches. Wasn't he dragged down by something similar in Ring of Honor with Veda Scott?
· Charlotte Flair and Bayley: I was glad the women were given mic time so they could further their feud, but neither Charlotte nor Bayley cut their best promos here. Charlotte's mic work has been better, and while I liked how Bayley stormed down to the ring all serious, her subsequent poem promo wasn't good. It's such a shame that a feud featuring two elite athletes has been fairly underwhelming thus far, but I have hope that if they plan to continue the rivalry past the Royal Rumble, it will improve and they will be given more creative direction because it's been disappointing.
· Ariya Daivari vs. Lince Dorado: I realize this was a set-up for Daivari's match with Gallagher on 205 Live and a last-ditch effort to get heat on him, but Dorado has been a jobber to the stars since arriving in the Cruiserweight division, so the fans could not have cared less about it. Furthermore, Daivari should have had some sort of submission hold in his arsenal already because what he used to beat Dorado here felt forced. This match wasn't a major offense, but rather a small blemish.
· Tony Nese vs. Mustafa Ali: Ali has shown in his few televised outings that he is an incredible wrestler and has the potential to be a breakout babyface in the Cruiserweight division. Nese is talented as well, but he just doesn't do it for me at the moment. The "Premier Athlete" gimmick is all right, but he looks like a Cruiserweight version of Chris Masters, and his mic work is uninspiring. I don't know how well Ali can talk, but he has impressed me with what he can do in the ring compared to other competitors, so he should be the one receiving more focus right now. Nese vs. Ali on 205 Live this week was well-wrestled, but I don't at all blame the crowd for being as quiet as they were for it.
