Week of January 23, 2016
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Rusev - Raw, January 18
It was a week light on in-ring action, and unsurprisingly so since most of WWE's programming was focused on either building toward Sunday's Royal Rumble pay-per-view or next week's episode of NXT which will feature a blockbuster Triple Threat No. 1 Contender's match for the NXT Championship. Thus, for the Match of the Week, I went with the match that entertained me the most and that was Roman Reigns vs. Rusev from Raw. It was a match made by Chris Jericho, who also appointed himself the special guest referee. Say what you will about his recent corniness, but he was hilarious as hell in this role. He was especially great when he ejected the League of Nations members from ringside and you could tell he had fun with it. To their credit, Reigns and Rusev contested a competent matchup and it was a fresh way of opening Raw for once. 

Superstar of the Week: The Wyatt Family
I should really be more excited about The Wyatt Family being booked dominantly than I am. It might be because any time they seem to build momentum, they always run into a roadblock, whether it's John Cena, The Undertaker or someone else higher on the card than then. But I will say how much I appreciated them being made to look like a major threat heading into the Royal Rumble. They decimated The Dudley Boyz and Ryback in six-man tag team action on Raw before taking out both Roman Reigns and Brock Lesnar at the end of the evening, a surreal sight to say the least. But that wasn't all. They embarked to SmackDown to target Ryback once again with Bray Wyatt beating The Big Guy in one-on-one action. At the end of the show, they attacked Reigns for a second time, making it clear they want the WWE World Heavyweight Title. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown, January 21
It's only been three weeks but SmackDown already feels infinitely more important now that it's on USA Network. WWE has definitely paid more attention to the blue brand in recent weeks by advertising several matches ahead of time and stacking the show with star power (Brock Lesnar is set to appear in the coming months!). As a result of the rejuvenation SmackDown has had as of late, giving it the Show of the Week award is well-deserved. Meanwhile, Raw was less-than-stellar this week with a rather mediocre episode that didn't feature too much of note until the closing segment. Even NXT, which was entertaining on the whole, had a standard show on Wednesday night featuring five basic bouts. If nothing else, every rivalry that is set to culminate at the Royal Rumble was furthered nicely on SmackDown, leaving me excited for the Rumble. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· 'The Highlight Reel': Was anyone else waiting for Triple H to return when Chris Jericho said the top three candidates to win the Royal Rumble would be on 'The Highlight Reel'? In all seriousness, this was far and away the best thing all week in WWE, let alone on Raw. Firstly, we had a great verbal exchange between Paul Heyman and Chris Jericho. I don't imagine it will lead to anything, but it was fun while it lasted. Speaking of such, the brief interaction between Roman Reigns and Brock Lesnar set the stage for a future rematch. Finally, The Wyatt Family made a major impact by laying out both Reigns and Lesnar in shocking fashion. Damn!
· Dean Ambrose and Kalisto vs. Sheamus and Alberto Del Rio: I'm typically not a fan of WWE relying on tag team matches to further feuds, but this worked on a few different levels. Ambrose and Sheamus have history from the last few weeks, the in-ring action was enjoyable, and Kevin Owens was total gold on commentary. Ambrose and Owens were able to do more with their feud on SmackDown, anyway. I could have done without Kalisto taking the pinfall loss, but it gives me hope he'll regain the gold on Sunday.
· Becky Lynch: I'm well-aware that Lynch has always been a tremendous talent, but WWE hasn't started to utilize her to her full potential until just recently. Perhaps it's because of all the women that are out injured right now, but either way, she was given the ball and she ran with it. Neither of her matches with Tamina and Alicia Fox were given much time this week, the important thing is that she won and furthered her hot momentum heading into the Royal Rumble, where she'll get one last shot at the Divas Championship. This is her time to shine and I believe she should capture the title.
· The Usos and Dolph Ziggler vs. The New Day: I found it slightly strange that The Usos would lose a singles match before they contend for the WWE Tag Team Championship at the Rumble, but this win made up for the loss. Not to mention The Usos and Ziggler worked well together and had a fun outing versus The New Day. Ziggler is directionless right now, but this was a good role for him.
· Samoa Joe vs. Johnny Gargano: I didn't think I'd be entertained by a show full of squash matches as much as I was. All three matches featuring the participants of next week's highly anticipated Triple Threat were well-wrestled and short yet sweet, but the best of the bunch was undoubtedly the main event with Joe taking on the returning Johnny Gargano. I'm surprised the latter hasn't already been offered a developmental deal by WWE because he's an excellent hand in the ring. Meanwhile, Joe continues to fire on all cylinders and he put his dominance on full display in this match. Hell, he's a better heel than most villains on the main roster! On that note, I'm holding out hope for a Rumble appearance from Joe.
This Week's Low Points
· Big Show vs. Heath Slater: I mentioned two weeks ago when The Wyatt Family attacked Big Show that I wasn't overly concerned solely because I assumed it was done to establish the "everyone man for themselves" narrative in the Royal Rumble match. Sadly, it appears it was a face turn after all if Show's complete destruction of The Social Casts was any indication, in addition to him taking a "selfie" with a fan afterward. The match, of course, was a complete squash, and while I realize The Social Outcasts are designated jobbers, they're also one of the more intriguing parts of Raw at the moment, yet they were disposed of in the matter of a minute. How lovely.
· Natalya vs. Brie Bella: Admittedly, I'm a regular viewer of Total Divas (I understand if you just lost all respect for me), but I'm not a fan of how WWE promotes the show on Raw each time a new season premieres. It's almost as if all character development with the women is thrown out the window. I was already confused by what Brie Bella and Alicia Fox are, but what about Natalya and Paige being back together? Weren't they feuding the last time we saw them on TV? And they didn't even bother to explain it. Can't say I'm surprised.
· Mark Henry, Titus O'Neil, Neville and R-Truth vs. The Cosmic Wasteland and Tyler Breeze: I guess this was supposed to serve as hype for the Royal Rumble match, but you would never know because none of these guys have received any focus in recent weeks. The match was total throwaway and I couldn't have cared less about anyone involved. Worse yet, the complete burial (yes, this is proper use of the word) was beyond depressing. Breeze has been on the main roster for a mere three months and he's already dead in the water. Heat or no heat, all hope might be lost for him.
· Roman Reigns vs. League of Nations: This matchup wasn't a major offense, but we saw something extremely similar a month or so ago and I wasn't at all longing for a rematch. They told the story that the odds will be stacked against Reigns on Sunday, but the fact the heel group struggled to beat Reigns (and ultimately couldn't) went to show just how weak of a faction they are. Does anyone take them seriously?
· Titus O'Neil vs. Stardust: Is this the third or fourth week in a row that I've featured this match in the "Low Points" column? I've honestly lost track. Needless to say, this was a waste of time. It's not that the matches between O'Neil and Stardust are bad by any means, but what exactly are they feuding over? It was no shocker the crowd sat on their hands for this as fans have zero reason to invest in either guy at the moment. It's somewhat encouraging O'Neil is picking up consistent wins, but what else do we know about him? Meanwhile, Stardust is simply lost. Apparently, WWE plans on rekindling the rivalry between Stardust and Stephen Amell soon, but Stardust means nothing, so who cares?
