Week of January 24, 2015
Match of the Week: Hideo Itami vs. Tyler Breeze - NXT, January 21
As someone who loves tournaments, I look forward to what the NXT Championship Tournament will bring in coming weeks. If this match was any indication, we are going to be in for a great series of matches over the next several weeks. Hideo Itami has struggled on as a singles competitor since arriving on the scene several months ago, but that's merely a case of him getting used to the WWE style. Breeze, on the other hand, has felt directionless since September's NXT live special. However, when they collided on this week's edition of NXT, they made magic. The action was highly entertaining from start to finish and both guys' had their best singles outings in quite some time. It was also perfectly placed in the main event of the show. The best part about it is that now that Itami has advanced in the tournament, it means we'll be getting him vs. Finn Balor on an upcoming episode of NXT, which is sure to be amazing. In a week short on excellent in-ring action, this match left a lasting impression. 

Superstar of the Week: Brock Lesnar
More often than not, I give this award to the Superstar who picked up the most momentum throughout the course of the week, and while Brock Lesnar only appeared on Raw, he was arguably the brightest star on that show. He kicked off the night demanding a fight with Seth Rollins after the events of last week, and while he ended up getting The Authority's Triple H instead, that didn't stop him from going face-to-face with The Game and promising victory on Sunday night when he defends his WWE World Heavyweight Championship. Lesnar would also make an appearance later on after the main event, laying waste to both Kane and Big Show in impressive fashion. His strong showing on Monday night left fans asking if he's gone babyface, but either way, it made for one of more memorable endings to Raw in quite some time. 

Show of the Week: Raw Reunion, January 19
NXT was once again entertaining this week (what else is new?) and Thursday's edition of SmackDown wasn't half-bad, either, but the award for Show of the Week undoubtedly has to go to Raw Reunion. I'm a sucker for these Old School Raw-like shows whenever they occur and Monday's episode was a ton of fun. The Legends Panel was effective in building toward the Royal Rumble match and it's always a treat to see Hulk Hogan, Shawn Michaels and Ric Flair make appearances. The nWo reunion was especially enjoyable, as it also saw the returns of the APA and The New Age Outlaws. The Handicap main event that saw John Cena battle The Authority's Seth Rollins, Big Show and Kane in an attempt to reinstate the likes of Dolph Ziggler, Ryback and Erick Rowan was a bit boring for my taste, but it was well worth it for what happened afterward: the Raw debut of Sting and Brock Lesnar laying out Kane and Big Show. It was one of the most amazing endings to Raw in recent memory, capping off a great show on the whole. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Sting returns: There were rumors he was present at Raw, but I figured they were inaccurate. I should have learned my lesson the last time. In fact, it made the moment more special because no one saw it coming. The crowd was genuinely shocked at Sting's appearance and it marked a memorable debut for the lone WCW star to never grace the flagship show with his presence. It now appears to be official that we'll be getting Triple H vs. Sting at WrestleMania 31 and I'm completely content with that (as long as Undertaker isn't wrestling on the same show).
· nWo reunites: Yes, an nWo reunion on the go-home show for the Royal Rumble was rather random, but I enjoyed every minute of it. It was cool to see those three share a ring together, and The Ascension got a nice rub of it (even though they were ultimately taken out). APA and The New Age Outlaws showing up was also very cool and as long as The Ascension beats the former tag champs at the pay-per-view, them getting their comeuppance on Monday won't even matter.
· Legends Panel: This seemed to be far more effective than the last time WWE trotted these guys out to the ring to talk about John Cena vs. Brock Lesnar back in August. They didn't seem to be as scripted and it made for fun TV, especially Shawn Michaels. I could have done without Big Show's involvement, but it predictably set up Roman Reigns coming down and making the save for Ric Flair and the Legends.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Bray Wyatt: It was very cool to see these two compete against each other for the first time since last year's Royal Rumble event. It didn't feel as hot of a match as last time and the two commercial breaks hindered it, but at least they were given great time. I was initially disappointed with Bryan losing his third match back, but it put more heat on Kane going into their match on SmackDown, so that didn't bother me too much.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Kane: We've seen these two clash on so many different occasions over the last three years that their matches start to blend together after a while, but this was an entertaining outing from both guys. The no disqualification stipulation certainly helped, even if the ending outcome was never in doubt. The obligatory pre-Royal Rumble brawl we got afterward also served its purpose in hyping up the Rumble match.
This Week's Low Points
· Ryback vs. Rusev: While I appreciated how they went about the finish and not letting Ryback hit the Shell Shocked on Rusev, this match should have never happened in the first place. It made sense from a storyline standpoint to make the recently rehired Superstars to earn their way into the Royal Rumble, but this match should have been saved for down the road (preferably WrestleMania) and not thrown out on a random episode of SmackDown simply because Ryback need an opponent. It's one of the biggest issues with WWE Creative right now.
· Luke Harper vs. Erick Rowan: I couldn't believe that they've already given this match away three times in the span of one month. These two teamed together for well over a year, and so far, none of their matches have meant anything. It's a real shame because it could have been a money match at some point, but they've completely squandered that with their asinine booking. Thankfully, they haven't given Harper vs. Bray Wyatt away yet, but I'm not holding my breath.
· Bad News Barrett: I was really looking forward to seeing Barrett back in action late last year and he had a hot return on the final Raw of 2014. Unfortunately, it's been all downhill for him since then. The Intercontinental Championship has hindered him more than its helped him and the constant non-title losses don't help one bit. I've come to believe that WWE may never know how to book their mid-card champions properly.
· The New Day vs. Tyson Kidd and Cesaro: The match itself was fine, but I continue to roll my eyes with how Kidd and Cesaro are being utilized right now. They'd be a great set of challengers for The Usos, yet they're currently being jobbed out to The New Day who have a very limited act. I enjoy all the wrestlers involved in The New Day, but the gimmick is horrendously bad and has only damaged each of their careers as a result.
· The Miz vs. Jey Uso: I understand there's only so much you can do with a tag team feud, but that doesn't take away from the fact that this match got old one month ago. It died a death near the end of Raw this week and it's apparent the fans are anxiously awaiting this rivalry to reach its end. Thankfully, Miz and Mizdow appeared to be headed for a split in the Royal Rumble match, so that should be fun to watch.
